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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


SraTE OF THE SKILLED Lasour Market IN OCTOBER. 


_ The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour | 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the ‘‘ Labour Gazette.” 
It is based on 2,410 returns, viz.: 1,702 from employers, 553 
from trade unions, and 155 from other sources :— 

. Employment in October remained good, and showed a slight 
improvement compared with the previous month, especially in the 
printing and cotton trades. Compared with a year ago, when the 
engineers’ dispute was in progress, the general figures show a 
marked improvement. 

In the 118 trade unions making returns, with ‘an aggregate 
membership of 469,016, 11,857 (or 2°5 per cent.) were reported as 
unemployed at the end of October, compared with 2°6 per cent. in 
September, and with 4°7 per cent. in the 113 unions, with a 
membership of 463,002, from which returns were received for 
October, 1897 (during the engineering dispute). 

Employment in Various Industries—Cow-mining.—Pits in 
districts other than South Wales and Monmouthshire, employing 
372,893 workpeople, worked on an average 5°44 days per week in 
the four weeks ended 22nd October, as compared with 5°37 days in 
September and 5°36 days in October, 1897. In South Wales and 
Monmouth employment was about the same as a year ago. 

Iron-mining.—Employment in this industry was not quite so 
good in October as in September or a yearago. At 133 mines 
and openworks, at which 17,287 persons were employed, an average 
of 5°73 days per week was worked during the four weeks ended 
22nd October, as compared with 5°82 days per week in September 
and 5:88 days per week in October, 1897. 

Pig Tron Industry.—Returns relating to the works of 109 iron- 
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masters show a further improvment in employment during October. 
At the end of the month they had 356 furnaces in blast and were 
employing an estimated number of 23,353 persons, or 3 more 
furnaces and 233 more persons employed than at the end of 
September, and 6 more furnaces and 912 more persons employed 
than at the end of October, 1897. 

Iron and Steel Trades——Employment has further improved, and 
continues better than a year ago. Returns relating to the works 
of 204 employers show that 79,930 workpeople were employed in 
the last week of October, as compared with 79,242 in the last week 
of September and 78,111 in the last week of October, 1897. 
The average number of shifts worked in the last week of the month 
was 5°57 in October, 1898, 5°53 in September, 1898, and 5°55 in 
October, 1897. 

Tinplate Trade—Employment in this industry has further 
improved, but the total number employed continues less than a 
year ago. At the end of October 296 mills were at work giving 
employment to 14,945 workpeople, as compared with 286 mills 
employing 14,664 workpeople at the end of September, and 293 
mills employing 15,255 workpeople at the end of October, 1897. 

Employment in the Engineering and Metal trades has remained 
fairly steady. The percentage of unemployed union members in 
this group of trades at the end of October was 2:7, compared 
with 2°6 in September.* 

Employment in the Shipbuilding trade has improved, the per- 
‘centage of unemployed union members being 3°7, compared with 
4°1 in September.* 

Employment in the Building trades has continued brisk. The 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of October 
was the same as in August and September, viz., 0:9, compared 
with 1-7 in October of last year. 

The Furnishing trades have somewhat improved. The percentage 
of unemployed union members at the end of October was 1:6, com- 
pared with 1-9 in September and 2:2 per cent. in October, 1897. 

Employment in all branches of the Printing and Bookbinding 
trades has improyed. The percentage of unemployed union 
members at the end of October was 3°3, compared with 4°6 in 
September. The percentage for October, 1897, was 3:5. 

In the Paper trade employment is scarcely so good, the per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of October 
being 4°1, compared with 3°6 in September, and with 2-9 per cent. 
in October, 1897. 

In the Glass trade the percentage of unemployed union 
members at the end of October was 15°2, compared with 10°5 in 
October, 1897. 

Employment in the Leather trades has improved, the percentage 
of unemployed union members at the end of October being 4°9, 


* Owing to the dispute which existed in the Engineering trade, no comparison is 
made with October, 1897. 
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compared with 5:4 in September. The percentage for October, 
1897, was 3°9. 

Employment in the bespoke branch of the Boot and Shoe trade 
has somewhat improved. In the ready-made branch employment 
generally has improved, but is slack in most centres. 

Employment has improved in the bespoke branch of the 
Tailoring trade, but is still quiet ; in the ready-made branch 
-it has improved in some centres, but is slack in London and Leeds. 

In the Cotton trade employment has improved in both Spinning 
and Weaving branches, and is good generally. 

Employment in the Worsted trade continues moderate. In the 
Woollen trade it is fair, showing improvement in some branches 
and a decline in others. In the Hosiery trade employment has 
improved and is fair. 

As regards the employment of women in the Teztile trades, 
information respecting 533 mills employing 88,800 women and 
girls, shows that 83 per cent. were in mills giving full employment 
during the month, compared with 77 per cent. in September and 
65 per cent. in October, 1897. 

Trade Disputes.—Fifty-three fresh disputes occurred in Octo- 
ber, 1898, involving 12,557 workpeople. The corresponding num- 
ber of disputes for Ssiualing was 52, involving 7,644 workpeople ; 
and for October, 1897, 39 disputes, involving 8,707 workpeople. 
Eight disputes took place in the building trades, 12 in mining 
and quarrying, 4 in iron and steel manufacture, 12 in engineering 
and shipbuilding trades, 5 in other metal trades, 3 in the textile 
trades, 2 in the transport group, and 7 in other industries. Of the 
54 new and old disputes, involving 14,329 workpeople, of which 
the settlement is reported, 19, involving 7,948 persons, were 
settled wholly in favour of the workpeople; 14, involving 2,255 
persons, wholly in favour of the employers; and 21, involving 
4,126 persons, resulted in a compromise. 

Changes in Rates of Wages.—Changes in the rates of wages of 
about 141,000 workpeople were reported during October, of which 
number 140,300 received advances, and 700 sustained decreases. 
The net result was an increase estimated at about 8id. per head in 
the weekly wages of those affected. The increases were mainly in 
the mining industry (119,682), engineering and shipbuilding 
(9,253), and iron and steel manufacture (5,579). Changes 
affecting 1,600 workpeople were preceded by disputes, causing 
stoppage of work. Changes affecting about 1,800 workpeople were 
settled by arbitration and conciliation without strikes, and changes 
affecting about 3,500 under sliding scales. Changes affecting about 
134,100 workpeople were arranged by direct negotiation between 
employers and workpeople, or conceded voluntarily by the 
employers. 


504 BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. [Nov. 1898. 


OFFICIAL INQUIRIES UNDER THE BoILER Expiosions Act. 


A formal investigation was held at the Town Hall, Trowbridge, 
on the 11th October last, into the circumstances attending the 
explosion of a boiler at the Park Farm, Southwick, on the 18th 
August last. 

The boiler was made in 1874. It was one of the portable 
locomotive agricultural type, and from the date of its construction 
until 1891 no information could be obtained as to its history. 

In 1891 it was purchased at an auction sale by a farmer, but no 
examination of it was then made by a competent person on his 
behalf. In 1892 it was re-tubed, and an examination was made by 
the person who re-tubed it, and he informed the farmer that it 
could safely be worked at a pressure of 60 lbs. per square inch. 

In 1897 a new smoke box was fitted, but no examination of the 
boiler was made by any competent person, and it was proved that 
it was not the custom in the district for farmers using these boilers 
to have them periodically examined. 

On the 18th August, steam was got up toa pressure of about 
50 Ibs. when the boiler exploded, and the farmer who was attend- 
ing to the boiler was severely scalded ; the shed in which it stood 
was destroyed by fire, and the farmer estimated his loss at about 
£200. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to the crown of the 
~ fire-box having become so reduced by corrosion as to be unable to 
withstand the pressure to which it was subjected, the plate in the 
vicinity of the rupture had become reduced to y, of an inch in 
thickness, and in places to that of a knife edge. 

The Court were of opinion that the examination in 1892 was a 
perfunctory one; they found that the boiler had not been examined 
by any person since that date, that if it had been examined by a 
competent person the defect could readily have been discovered, 
and that the explosion was caused by the neglect of the farmer. 

Having regard to the custom prevailing in the district, and to 
the injury and loss which the farmer had sustained, they ordered 
him to pay £10 towards the costs and expenses of the investiga- 
tion. 

A formal investigation was held at Brixham, on the 21st and 
22nd October last, into the circumstances attending the explosion 
of a boiler on board the fishing smack “ Ripple,” in the English 
Channel, on the 12th September last. 

The boiler—one of the vertical type—was made in 1894. It 
was constructed for a safe working pressure of 100 lbs. per square 
inch, and it was tested by hydraulic pressure to 200 lbs. per square 
inch. 

It was placed on board the smack, and a-safety valve loaded by 
lever and spring balance was taken from the boiler which it 
replaced and fitted on the boiler. 

The boiler was insured against total loss by a mutual insurance 
company, but it was never examined by them. The company had 
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been established since 1888, and never having had to pay for the 
loss of a boiler by explosion, they did not consider it necessary to 
provide for a periodical examination by a competent person. 

Smack owners at Brixham have not had the boilers on board 
their smacks perodically examined, and following the practice, the 
owner of the “ Ripple” did not give definite instructions for this 
boiler to be examined, He gave general instructions to an 
Engineer to do what was necessary, and the engineer did not con- 
sider it necessary to examine a boiler which was not more than four 

ears old, and he never made any examination of the safety valve. 

On the 12th September, when the vessel was engaged in trawling, 
the boiler exploded and the cabin was filled with steam. ‘The 
skipper and third hand, who were in the cabin at the time, for- 
tunately escaped without injury. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to the laps of the 
plate at the bottom of the fire-box having been fractured during 
construction, that leakage from the fracture caused a portion of the 
plate to become corroded and so reduced in thickness as to be 
unable to withstand the pressure to which it was subjected; but 
that the explosion would not have occurred if the boiler had been 
examined periodically by a competent person. 

The Court found that the explosion was caused by the neglect of 
a boilermaker in the employment of the firm who supplied the 
boiler, and they were held responsible for his neglect. 

That some measure of blame attached to the owner of the smack, 
but having regard to the custom of the port, and to the instructions 
he had given, no order was made against him as to costs. . 

The firm who supplied the boiler were ordered to pay the sum of 
£20 towards the costs and expenses of the investigation. 

The insurance company intimated that they would provide for 
periodical examination of the boilers they insure if they were 
satisfied that it was necessary. 

A formal investigation was held at the Council Hall, Rotherham, 
on the 17th October, into the circumstances attending the explosion 
of a boiler forming part of a locomotive used in the course of 
construction of a railway between Rotherham Colliery and the 
Great Central Railway. 

The locomotive was last examined by the contractor’s foreman 
fitter in December, and it was then in good condition. Between 
that time and May two leaking tubes were stopped with iron 
plugs, one being driven into the tube and the other into the copper 
tube plate of the: fire-box. In August last two other leaking 
tubes were stopped in a similar manner. 

On the 10th September the locomotive was attached to five 
loaded trucks, taking them from Canklow to Sheffield Road, when 
one of the plugs inserted in the tube plate between December and 
May was blown out. Four persons on the foot plate were scalded, 
one of then so seriously that he died the same day. 

The Court found that the explosion was caused by the plug in 
the tube plate being blown out. That the boiler was in good 
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condition when it was last examined by the foreman fitter, and 
that none of the tubes or tube-holes in the fire-box tube plate were 
then plugged with iron plugs. That the engine-driver was com- 
petent to perform the duties entrusted to him. That he did not 
insert the plug which was blown out of the tube plate, and they 
were unable to say when or by whom this plug was inserted. The 
Court found that it was a common practice to plug tubes with iron 
plugs, and that it was not an unusual practice to insert iron plugs 
in copper tube plates. 

They were not prepared to condemn the former practice so long 
as the number of tubes plugged was limited, and that the plugs 
only remained in the tube for a reasonable time, but they con- 
demned the practice of inserting an iron plug in a tube hole in the 
copper tube plate as a dangerous one, and they were of opinion 
that, where the circumstances of the case were such as to require 
this method of repair, the earliest possible opportunity should be 
taken to renew the tube, or to adopt some more satisfactory 
method of repair. 

The Court exonerated the contractor, his agent, and the engine- 
drivers in his employment from blame, and no order was made as 
to costs. 

A formal investigation was held at the Guildhall, Norwich, on 
the 13th, 14th, and 15th October, into the circumstances attending 
the explosion of a boiler on the site of the new technical schools on 


"the 5th September last, whereby one person was killed and four 


others were injured. 

The. boiler, one of the vertical type, formed part of a mortar mill 
which was purchased in 1890 by a builder at Leeds. It was then 
upwards of 20 years old, but it was insured by an insurance 
company, and it was in good condition. In 1894 the mortar mill 
was sold to an iron merchant, who effected repairs to the engine, 
but no important repairs were effected to the boiler, and it was not 
examined by any competent person. In the present year it was 
sold to a broker, and the contractor for the new technical schools 
entered into correspondence with the broker with a view to 
purchase the mill. In the correspondence the mill was described 
as a strong and powerful one, and in one letter the broker reported 
that he had inspected the mill and everything seemed in good 
condition. 

The contractor went to Leeds and saw the mill, and he was 
informed by the iron merchant's clerk that it had been overhauled. 

The mill was purchased by the contractor and sent to Norwich, 
where it was received by his foreman, who employed a firm of 
engineers to put the machinery in order, and inter alia to fit a new 
water gauge and fittings. During this operation it was found that 
the crown of the furnace was down, and the contractor’s foreman 
was duly informed of it. The foreman, having had no mechanical 
training, failed to appreciate the importance of the communication. 
No instructions were given that the boiler should be examined, but 
in order to discover whether there were any leaks, the foreman 
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subjected the boiler to hydraulic pressure equal to the load on the 
safety valve. 

Throughout the whole of the transactions no information was 
asked for or given as to the pressure at which the boiler could 
safely be worked. ‘ 

On the 5th September steam was raised and the engine was put 
in motion; some little time afterwards it was stopped and the 
boiler exploded. 

The Court found that the explosion was caused by the crown of 
the fire-box having been forced downwards by overpressure and 
that the plate was fractured, the fracture extending nearly through 
the plate. It was thus rendered unfit to lieing the pressure to 
which it was subjected. 

That neither the iron merchant nor his clerk represented to the 
contractor that the boiler was in good condition, but that the 
contractor was justified in thinking that such representations were 
made to him. The information given referred to the engine and 
mill, whereas the contractor assumed that it referred to the engine, 
boiler and mill. 

That the broker did not represent that the boiler was in good 
condition, but the contractor assumed that it was so represented 
to him in the correspondence. 

That neither the contractor nor his foreman took any measures 
to ascertain the steam pressure at which the boiler could safely be 
worked, and that it was not examined by a competent person 
either before it was purchased or afterwards. 

That the foreman was not competent to have charge of the 
boiler, and that no competent person was employed to ae charge 
of it when it arrived at Norwich. 

The Court found that the contractor was guilty of very serious 
negligence, and they ordered him to pay £100 towards the costs 
and expenses of the investigation. 

A formal investigation was held at the Council Hall, Wigan, on 
the 19th October, into the circumstances attending the explosion 
of a boiler at Newtown, Pemberton, on the 29th August last. 

The boiler, one of the vertical type, was of considerable age, 
and no information could be obtained as to when or by whom it 
was made. It had neither manhole, nor had it any mudholes. 

It was used by a mineral water manufacturer in 1884, and it 

was sold in 1890 to a grocer, by whom it was used for supplying 
steam to an engine which drove a sausage-making machine, and 
to pans in which preserves were boiled. 
_ An engine-driver, was called in from time to time to effect 
repairs, and he informed the owner that it was all right. The 
owner understood this to refer to the boiler, but the engine-driver 
asserted that it merely referred to the job upon which he was 
engaged, and that he had never examined the boiler nor was he 
competent to make an examination. 

‘On the 15th August last the owner let the boiler and preserving 
pans to a jam manufacturer, informing him that the boiler could 
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be worked at a pressure of 30 or 40 Ibs. per square inch. On the 
29th August the boiler was being worked at a pressure of about 
20 Ibs. when it exploded, part of the fire-box being blown out. 
The plate of the fire-box in the vicinity of the rupture was reduced 
from quarter inch to one-sixteenth inch, and in parts to paper 
thickness. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to the plates of the 
fire box having become so wasted by corrosion as to be unable to 
withstand the pressure to which the boiler was subjected. 

That the grocer did not cause the boiler to be examined either 
when he purchased it or at any time thereafter. 

That the jam manufacturer took no measures to ascertain the 
condition of the boiler or the pressure at which it could safely be 
worked, and that blame attached to him, but he was co-user with 
the grocer by whom he was informed that the boiler could safely 
be worked. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to the neglect of 
the grocer, who was ordered to pay £10 towards the cost and 
expenses of the investigation. 

That the jam manufacturer had sustained a loss of £30 owing to 
the explosion, and they refrained from ordering him to pay any 
portion of the costs. 


Customs NoTIceE To SHIPBUILDERS AND OTHERS. 


The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Customs give notice that, 
under Section 4 (2) of the Revenue Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Vict., 
c. 46), viz. :— 

‘For the purposes of Section 11 of the Customs and Inland 

“ Revenue Act, 1881 (which relates to the delivery of a specifi- 

“cation of goods), a ship built in the United Kingdom, and 

“‘ not registered as a British ship when she departs on her first 

“ voyage, shall be treated both as goods and as an exporting 

“ship within the meaning of that section, and the builder or 

“‘ owner of the ship shall be treated as the exporter so far as the 

“ ship is treated as goods.” 

They will require, on and from the Ist January, 1899, the builder 
or owner of any such ship as above described to render to the 
customs authorities, within six days of her departure from the 
United Kingdom, a specification, as in the case of ordinary goods 


exported, containing the description and value thereof, apart from 


the specifications required, under existing regulations, to be 
rendered as to any merchandise that may be exported therein. 

Information as to the exact form in which the particulars will be 
required to be stated will be issued in due course. 


British COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS IN Russia. 


A despatch, dated 4th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Charles S. Scott, H.M. Ambassador at St. 
Petersburg, stating that the Russian Minister of Finance, as well 
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as the Imperial Senate of Finland, have made the necessary 
dispositions so that British commercial travellers in Russia and 
Finland should enjoy the advantages granted to German commer- 
cial travellers. 


INFORMATION IN REGARD TO CANADIAN TRADE. 


The Board of Trade have received a communication from Lord 
Strathcona and Mount Royal, the High Commissioner for Canada, 
stating for the information of those interested already in Canadian 
trade, and those who may be inclined to engage in business 
relations with the Dominion in the future, that he is at all times 
most happy to be of service in connection with such matters. 
There is also a regular supply at the offices of the High Commis- 
sioner, 12, Victoria Street, 8.W., from time to time of periodical 
reports containing, besides other useful information, statistics of 
the import and export trade of Canada brought down to date. 
Copies of these reports and similar publications are often available 
for distribution. 

Then, again, every facility is placed ‘at the disposal of merchants 
and their representatives for consulting the various classified trade 
directories, trade and other papers, kept in the reference library. 

The High Commissioner adds: “In these and in other ways I 
am at all times ready to do whatever is possible to assist in bring- 
ing the Dominion into closer commercial relations with the United 
Kingdom, and I cordially invite correspondence on the subject.” 


COMMERCIAL RELATIONS OF BELGIUM AND BritisH INpIA. 


Notes have been exchanged between the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the kingdom of Belgium and H.M. Minister at Brussels 
by virtue of which, pending the signature of a definitive treaty, the 
Belgian Government undertakes, on condition of reciprocity, to 
extend to the subjects and products of India the modus vivendi 
established on the 27th July, 1898, between Belgium and the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland under the conditions 
and reserves stipulated in the said arrangement. 


OPENINGS FOR MANUFACTURERS IN SoutH AFRICA. 


It is stated in a recent United States Consular report that the 
Chartered Company of Rhodesia are contemplating the formation 
of a bicycle corps. East London seeks tenders for electric lighting 
and street-car system. 

Durban desires estimates for an electric street railway. 

Delagoa Bay is contemplating the lighting of. the bay by elec- 
tricity. The harbour board of Cape Town talk of using movable 
electric cranes, consisting of engines, cranes, and locomotives ; and 
Cape Town is discussing the advisability of using automatic gas 
meters. 


‘ 
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New JAPANESE TARIFF.* 


An official notification has been received at the Board of Trade, 
through the Foreign Office, to the effect that cargoes of vessels 
which may arrive in Japanese ports on or before 31st December 
next, but which may not be cleared through the Customs until 
after that date, will be admitted by the Japanese Government — 
under the old scale of Customs duties. The new Japanese tariff 
will come into force on the 1st January, 1899. 


TENDERS FOR ASPHALTE PAVEMENT IN WARSAW. 


A despatch dated 28th October last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at Warsaw reporting 
that, with reference to the decision of the Town Council of Warsaw 
to assign the sum of Rs. 78,400 (about 7,840/.) for laying down 
asphalte pavement in 1899, which was notified on p. 10 of the July 
issue of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” it appears that the sum to be 
spent on that pavement will be Rs. 170,000 (nearly 17,000/.). 

Tenders for the supply of the asphalte, which may be either local 
or imported, as well as for the works in connection with the laying 
down of the pavement, should be addressed to the ‘“‘ Magistrat de 
la ville de Varsovie, Warsaw, Russia.” 


STEAMSHIPS REQUIRED BY BULGARIA. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a dispatc 
from Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at Sophia, stating 
that the Bulgarian Steam Navigation Company wish to purchase, 
second-hand, a sea-going steamship not more than eight years old, 
classed 100 Al at Lloyd’s, with a speed of from 9 to 11 knots, a 
cargo capacity of from 1,500 to 2,000 tons, and certain specified 
accommodation for passengers. 

Offers must reach the Head Office of the Company at Varna not 
later than the 22nd November next. 

Such further particulars as have been received may be seen at 
the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office any day between 
the hours of 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. 


TENDERS FOR SEWAGE WORKS AT CALLAO. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Callao, stating that tenders 
are invited by the municipality of Callao for the sewerage of that 
town. 

Sealed tenders for this work will be received up to the 15th 
January, 1899. 

Such further particulars as have been received may be seen at 
the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office any day between 
the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


* See also pp. 546—563. 
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Imports OF Pic Iron UNwrouGut STEEL INTO THE UNITED 
KINGDOM FROM THE UNITED STATEs. 


According to a return received by the Board of Trade from the 
Secretary of Her Majesty's Customs, the amount of pig iron and 
unwrought steel registered as imported into the United Kingdom 
from the United States of America during each month—January- 
September, 1898, inclusive, was as follows :— 


Pig Iron. Unwrought Steel. 


Quantity.| Value. Quantity.) Value. 


1898. Tons, £ Tons. £ 
January 8,871 19,216 374 3,918 
March ... 5,156 10,951 2,772 12,369 
April ... 5,094 11,116 3,013 13,099 
May ae 1,447 3,322 2,572 12,583 
June .. on 2,249 5,169 2,325 11,248 
August... 1,199 3,361 3,396 19,434 
September... 3,402 11,406 2,443 14,531 
October... 3,443 9,883 3,326 19,642 


Twelve months ended Dec. 31st,1897} 91,196 209,275 25,927 128,892 


AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office a 
binocular glass, which has been awarded by the French Govern- 
ment to Mr. William B. Marshall, master of the s.s. “‘ Alexandra,” 
of Glasgow, in recognition of his humanity and kindness to four 
seamen of the French fishing schooner “ Flore” on the 12th May 
last; also a gold watch and chain, which have been awarded by 
the President of the United States to Mr. Fairley Brown, master 
of the s.s.“ Holywell,” of Sunderland, in recognition of his services 
to the shipwrecked crew of the American schooner ‘“ Seventy-six,” 
of Thomaston, Maine, on the 8th September, 1896. 

A binocular glass has also been awarded to Mr. Jesse Tointon, 
first mate, and gold medals to William A. Robson, William Allison, 
Edgar Skinner, and 8. Bull, seamen, of the “ Holywell,” in recog- 
nition of their services on the occasion referred to. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Colonial Office a 
binocular glass, which has been awarded by the Canadian Govern- 
ment to Louis Auguste Galéne, master of the French brig “ Pére 
Jacques,” of St. Servan, in recognition of his humanity and 
kindness to two seamen of the Canadian schooner “Grace,” of 
Lunenburg, Nova Scotia, who were adrift in a small boat in July 
last. 
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TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The “ Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom” for the month of October, 1898, and the 
nine months ended 8lst October, 1898, a further reference to 
which will be found on pp. 514-516 of the present issue of the 
“Board of Trade Journal,” have now been published. These 
returns, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each month, may be 
purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 84d.) per copy, 
either directly or through any bookseller, from Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abing- 
don Street, S.W., or John Menzies & Co., 12, Hanover Street, 
Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, Glasgow, or Hodges, Figgis, 
& Co., Limited, 104, Grafton Street, Dublin 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions,” for the year 1897 is now available. This 
publication, which contains much more detailed and exhaustive 
information than can be given in the monthly accounts, deals with 
the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from and to cach 
Foreign Country, British Possession, and British Protectorate, for 
each of the years 1893 to 1897 inclusive, the imports and exports 
at the principal ports, transhipments, and bonded warehouse 
accounts. The Annual Statement may be purchased at a cost of 


7s. 7d. at any of the addresses enumerated above. 


INSPECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


The following inspectors of weights and measures have during 
the month of October, 1898, passed the examination provided for 
in the 11th section of the Weights and Méasures Act, 1889 :— 

Caulton, Frederick, Isle of Wight. 
Farmery, John William, Canterbury. 
Riley, James, Blackburn. 

Shell, Thomas John, Northumberland. 
Thomas, Ernest Tudor, Bristol. 


EXHIBITION OF LITHOGRAPHS AT SouTH KENSINGTON. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Secretary of the 
Department of Science and Arta notice to the effect that the Loan 
Exhibition of Lithographs which has been organised by the 
Department of Science and Art, at the suggestion of the Society of 
Arts, to commemorate the centenary of the invention of litho- 

phy by Aloys Senefelder in 1798, will be opened on Monday 
the 21st November, and will remain open until the 28th February 
next. 

The exhibition has been arranged in a building adjoining the 
Machinery Section, Southern Galleries, South Kensington Museum 
(entrance on the west side of Exhibition Road). The public will 
be admitted, without payment, at all hours when the Museu 
is open. 


| 

| 
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MopiIFIcCATION IN THE GENERAL Customs TaRiFF OF PoRTUGAL. 


A despatch dated 2nd November last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Lisbon, transmitting trans- 
lation of a Royal decree in virtne of which article 448 of the 
General Custom’s Tariff of Portugal is altered so as to comprise 
everything that can be classified as fixed material for railways, 
which interpretation is to hold good until the matter shall be 
definitely settled in a new edition of the tariff. 


Import Duty on Hats 1n PortuGuEsE West AFRICA. 


A despatch dated 29th October last has been received from 
HM. Minister at Lisbon, transmitting translation of a Royal 
decree substituting fixed rates of transport duty on various kinds 
of hats at the Custom houses of Loanda, Benguella, and 
Mossamedes (Portuguese West Africa), instead of the ad valorem 
duty of 25 per cent. as laid down in Schedule A of the Customs 
Tariff for those provinces of the 16th April, 1892. 

The duties referred to will henceforth be as follows :— 


Article. Currency.) Sterling. 
Hats, felt, wool, or common straw, for trade with | Reis. qe 
each 100 0 5:33 
12 Hats, not otherwise specified ..........seecesseeee is 500 2 2°66 
Caps, made of any texture, for trade with the 
each 50 0 2°66 
Caps not otherwise specified 250 1 1:33 


TraFric Tax IN SPANISH Ports. 


A despatch dated November 4th last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Drummond Wolff, H.M. Ambassador 
at Madrid, to the effect that the traffic tax as established for 
arrivals from foreign countries in America will be imposed by all 
custom houses in Spain and the Balearic and Canary Islands on 

sengers and merchandise arriving from or destined for ports in 
Cuba or Puerto Rico occupied by the United States Army or any 
authority except Spanish. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


India Office—The Secretary of State for India in Council: is 
prepared to receive tenders from such persons as may be willing 
to supply (1) locomotives, (2) tyres for locomotives. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
tenders are to be delivered at that office by 2 o'clock p.m. on 
Tuesday, the 22nd of November, 1898, after which time no tender 
will be received. 
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Il—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.* 


‘ The Trade returns for the month of October, 1898, show a 
decrease, as compared with the corresponding month of 1897, in 
the value of the imports from foreign countries and British 
possessions, but in the exports of British and Irish produce and 
manufacture, and in the exports of foreign and colonial merchandise 
there is an increase. 

The imports for October, 1898, were valued at 38,601,6731., 
showing a decrease of 443,090/., as compared with October, 
1897, or 1:1 per cent, The exports of British and Irish produce 
and manufactures amounted in value to 19,863,019/., an increase 
of 579,9671., or 3 per cent., and the exports of foreign and 
colonial merchandise were valued at 5,099,583/., showing an 
increase of 493,9041., or 10°7 per cent. as compared with 
October, 1897. 

Imports.—The following table shows the value of the imports for 
October, 1898, as compared with October, 1897, according to the 
different categories of merchandise :— 


Month ended Oct. 31. . 
= Increase. | Decrease. 
1897. 1898. 
£ £ £ 
Food, drink and tobacco... {18,022,181 576,659 
Metals ... Sis 1,853,430 | 1,657,870 195,560 
Chemicals, dye stuffs and tanning 
substances ... ses 329,470 312,889 16,581 
Raw materials for manufactures ...| 9,758,666 | 9,174,441 _ 584,225 
Manufactured and miscellaneous > 
articles 8,921,706 | 8,791,281 130,425 
Total ... eee £/39,044,763 |38,601,673 443,090 


With regard to the imports of articles of food, &., wheat 
shows a decrease in quantity in October, 1898, as compared with 
October, 1897, of 530,300 ewts., and in value of 622,4871.; Indian 
corn and maize has decreased 947,489 cwts. and 148,389/., while 

s and beans also show diminished quantities and values. On 
the other hand, increases are shown in the following articles: 
wheat meal and flour, barley, oats, oatmeal, and Indian corn meal. 
In the case of wheat meal and flour the quantity has increased by 
451,140 cwts. and the value by 155,4731., in barley by 1,302,710 
ewts. and 405,9081., and in oats by 218,990 cwts. and 70,5761. 
Amongst other articles of food and drink, the imports of bacon, 
butter, hams, pork, fruit, and rice have increased, the most notable 
decrease being in the case of sugar, refined, and candy, the imports 
of which were valued at 202,5371. less than October, 1897. Tea 


* See also pp. 606 and 607. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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has increased in quantity to the extent of 4,153,358 lbs., and in 
value to the extent of 185,317/. 
“In the class of raw materials, cotton has decreased 716,907/., 
jute 60,540/., flax 42,928/., and sheep or lambs’ wool 120,6591., 
ut hemp has increased 122,710]. The imports of caoutchouc 
show an increase of 137,7971., and of tallow and _ stearine 
137,654/. Amongst manufactured articles there is a decrease of 
105,4637. in silk manufactures, and in woollen manufactures of 
199,2077. Manufactures of iron and steel show an increase. 
Exports—As regards the exports of British and Irish produce 
and manufactures for the month, the following table shows the 
values for October, 1897, and October, 1898, and the increase or 
decrease in each principal category :— 


Month ended Sep. 30. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1897. 1898. 


£ £ 


Animals, living ds 118,202 87,628 _ 30,574 


Articles of food and drink ... oe| 1,297,111 | 1,209,155 _ 87,956 
Raw materials... oa 1,711,866 | 1,971,830 | 259,964 _ 
Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 
Yarns and textile fabrics -+-| 7,279,813 | 7,694,460 | 415,147 _ 
Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except ma- 
chinery) 3,058,570 | 2,775,407 278,163 
Machinery and millwork .«.| 1,173,467 | 1,677,790 504,323 | — 
Miscellaneous’ ... ove 4,649,523 | 4,446,749 202,774 


Total £/19,283,052 |19,863,019 579,967 


Amongst articles of food, &c., the decrease in beer and ale 
amounts to 21,9771., in fish other than herrings to 16,2411., and 
in provisions, including meat, to 15,828/., but there is an increase 
in the exports of herrings, amounting to 55,2381. 

The exports of coal, coke, and fuel show a decided increase in 
October, 1898, as compared with October, 1897, there having been 
an increase in quantity of 75,251 tons, and in value of 238,542. 
Cotton piece goods also increased by 56,354,000 yards, and in value 


by 430,3861. This larger export of cotton piece goods was _ 


principally to the British East Indies—the value for October, 1898, 
having been 1,466,3071., as against 1,195,525/. in October, 1897, 
and 1,316,760/. in October, 1896. All South American countries 
distinguished in the returns, with the exception of Columbia and 
Chile, took more cotton piece goods in October, 1898 than in 
October, 1897, and China and Australasia also. On the. other 
hand, the exports to Turkey and Egypt show a decrease. There is 
a falling off in the exports to the Philippine Islands of 13,5911. 

The exports of iron, wrought and unwrought, show a decrease of 
79,575 tons, valued at 324,365/., but most other items classed 
under the heading of metals show increases. 

With regard to machinery, the exports show a net increase. 


| 

. | 
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Russia took locomotives to the value of 21,1631. in October, 1898, 
as against nil in October, 1897, and only 2,267/. worth in October, 
1896. The value of the exports of locomotives to the British East 
Indies was 65,5951. in October, 1898, as against 7,164/. in the 
same month of the previous year. The exports of agricultural 
machinery—steam and other—show an increase, but the improve- 
ment in the machinery export trade is principally seen in the 
shipments of textile machinery, which were valued at 573,140/. in 
October, 1898, as against 364,414/. in October, 1897. The larger 
output was principally for the British East Indies, but Russia, 
Germany, France, China, and the United States also took increased 
amounts. 

The imports into the United Kingdom from foreign countries 
and British possessions for the ten months ended 31st October, 
1898, were valued at 383,311,2201., as compared with 368,681,4861. 
for a similar period of 1897, an increase of 14,629,754. ; 
and the exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures 
for the same ten months of 1898 amounted in value to 
192,592,1771., as compared with 195,274,2281. for the same 
period of 1897—a decrease of 2,682,051]. This decrease is 
largely to be accounted for by the falling off in the exports 
of yarns and textile fabrics, the decrease in this category 
amounting alone to 2,323,522/.; for this latter sum, again, the 
decreased export to the United States is mainly responsible—that 
country have taken woollen and worsted tissues to the value of 
only 904,5881. in the ten months ended 31st October, 1898, as 
compared with 3,191,111/. in a similar period of 1897. 

The decrease in the exports of metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) amounting to 1,238,716l. for the ten 
months is caused by the smaller amount of railroad material 
sent to British possessions in South Africa, British East Indies, 
and Australasia—the decrease for these three destinations to- 
gether amounting to 562,312/. 

The exports of foreign and colonial merchandise for the ten 
months show a decreased value of 61,690I. 
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Il.—THE TRADE AND SHIPPING OF NORTH AFRICA. 
(With Map.) 


In the “ Board of Trade Journal ” for September last some 
account was given of the trade of the British, French, and German 
Colonies on the West African coast, with a map of interest in 
connection with recent delimitations of frontier in that region ; 
and in last month’s issue was published an article dealing with the 
commercial statistics of those States having a seaboard on the 
eastern side of the African continent, with especial reference to 
the trade of Lourengo Marques (Delagoa Bay), and the predomi- 
nance of British shipping at that port, and to which a map was 
also appended indicating clearly the boundaries of British possessions 
in those districts, and their relative position with regard to foreign 
colonies and native states. In the present article it is proposed to 
deal with the trade and shipping of North Africa, i.e., Morocco, 
the French Colony of Algeria, the French Regency of Tunis, the 
Pashalik of Tripoli, and i t. 

Morocco.—The seaborne trade of Morocco is carried on in the 
north through Tetuan and Tangier, and on the western or Atlantic 
coast principally through Laraiche (El-Araish), Rabat, Dar el 
Baida (Casablanca), Mazagan, Saffi, and Mogador. To these may 
be added Ceuta, Velez de la Gomera, Alhucemas, Melilla, and the 
Chafarinas Islands, on the Mediterranean coast, all of which points 
have been occupied by Spain. 

The following table shows the value of the imports into and 
exports from the various Moorish ports for 1895, 1896, and (where 
obtainable) 1897, the figures in each case being taken from the 
reports of British consular officers at the places named :— 


| 
Imports Exports 
(exclusive of specie). (exclusive of specie). 
Ports. 
1895. 1896. 1897. || 1895. | 1896. 1897. 
& £ & & & 
Tetuan 45,000 | 44,000 | 33,000 6,000 | 8,000 5,000 
Tangier... ...| 357,000 | 341,000 | 306,000 || 213,000 | 256,000 | 188,000 
Laraiche  ... ..-| 334,000 | 250,000 | 207,000 36,000 | 31,000 41,000 
Rabat see .-.| 167,000 | 140,000 28,000 | 32,000 
Dar el Baida ...| 184,000 | 176,000 No 159,000 | 197,000 | No 
Mazagan ... -..| 195,000 | 157,000 Re- 158,000 | 125,000 Re- 
Safi... ... 96,000 | 82,000 | turns) | 120,000 | 93, turns 
Mogador... .-| 288,000 | 219,000 365,000 | 144,000 
Total ... | 1,666,000]1,409,000 — 1,085,000] 886,000 — 


Amongst the principal causes of the recent great depression of 
Moorish trade, the British Consul at Tangier mentions the bad 
harvests, the unsettled state cf the country, and a continual rise 


| 


518 THE TRADE AND SHIPPING OF NORTH AFRICA. [Nov. 1898. 


in the rate of exchange. In his report for the year 1897 he 
says :—‘‘To these must be added recent failures of several im- 
portant Moorish merchants owing considerable sums to foreign 
houses, particularly to British firms, and the attempts, fortunately 
not always entirely successful, of other native merchants to take 
advantage of the general bad state of trade to escape their obliga- 
ions. The heavy losses incurred, and the great delay frequently 
experienced in getting in such outstandings even as are paid, have 
taught firms to exercise greater caution in giving credit, and 
though the curtailing of credit must necessarily diminish trade, 
one cannot but urge all British manufacturers and merchants 
trading with this country for the present at any rate to be very 
careful to whom they give credit. At the present time prospects 
so far as the harvest is concerned appear more bright, but never- 
theless one can entertain no hope of improvement in trade unless 
and until the currency of this country can be put upon a sounder 
basis.” 

The coin in general use in Morocco for many years has been 
Spanish silver, French 5-fr. pieces having ceased to be found in 
circulation to any extent. 

About 16 years ago the late Sultan, Mulai Hassan, caused 
Moorish silver coin, known as “ Hassani,” to be minted at Paris, 
and recently orders were also given by the present Sultan for the 
minting of more Moorish coin in Germany: thus there has 
gradually come to be a considerable quantity of this ‘ Hassani ” 
coin in circulation, but being useless for sending out. of the 
country for the purchase of bills it has until quite lately had a 
circulating value of from 4 to 3 per cent. less than the Spanish 
coin, and it has been sent from Tangier to the Western ports 
for payment to country Moors, who accept it at par, or has been 
paid away here to Moors who have brought cattle from the interior, 
so that at present there is very little of it in circulation at Tangier, 
where, owing to the great depreciation of Spanish coin, it is now 
worth from 10 to 12 per cent. more than that coin. 

The rate of exchange at Tangier on Spanish money has always 
hitherto followed the rates ruling in Madrid, keeping generally 
about 1 per cent. ahead of them. Thus during the last eight or 
nine years the rates for the purchase of English paper has risen 
by the beginning of 1897 from about par to 27 per cent., and by 
the end of that year had reached 35 per cent. 

There is a caravan trade across the Sahara from Fez, vid Tafilet 
to Timbuktoo, and by another route from Morocco City and 
Mogador, vid Grona and Spanish Guinea to French Senegal (see 
map), but no particulars as to the amount or value of such trade can 
be obtained from published statistics. 

The shipping at Morocco ports is largely in the hands of British 
owners. At Tangier and Tetuan (Mediterranean ports) there is a 
considerable amount of Spanish shipping, and at Dar el Baida and 
the ports of the Atlantic seaboard, the chief feature of late years is 
the increase in German shipping. The following table shows the 
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tonnage of vessels entered and cleared at Moorish ports in the 
year 1896, distinguishing British vessels :— 


Entered. Cleared. Total. 


| 
1 Other. | British. | Other. British. | Other. 


Tons. Tons. Tons, Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Tetuan ... wail 6,759 1,884* 6,766 1,884*|| 18,525 3,768* 
Tangier ...  ...| 96,108 | 228,078+| 86,307 | 234,0967| 182,412 | 462,174+ 
Laraiche ... 18,679 | 44,936{] 18,679 | 44,936{) 37,358 | 89,872 
Rabat ae «| 19,539 40,303 19,539 40,303 || 39,078 80,606 
Dar el Baida 23,169 | 122,270§) 23,169 | 122,435§] 46,338 | 244,705$ 
Mazagan ... 24,849 | 106,534§) 24,849 | 106,584$| 48,698 | 213,068§ 
ffi 28,625 44,6615} 28,625 | 44,661§| 47,250 | 89,3225 
Mogador ...  ...| 21,419 | 92,069§| 21,419 | 92,069§| 42,838 | 184,138§ 


Total ... ++| 233,644 | 680,735 | 223,853 | 686,918 || 457,497 |1,367,653 


* All Spanish. + Spanish preponderating.  { Chiefly French and German. 
§ German preponderating. 


From the above table it will be seen that the total of British 
shipping entered and cleared at Moorish ports, amounted in 1896, 
to about 33°4 per cent. of the total tonnage. 

Algeria.—Algerian trade is more conveniently considered from 
two distinct points of view, viz:—trade with France and trade 
with other countries. The French official returns (Tableau Général 
du Commerce et de la Navigation) for 1897, furnish information on 
those points from which the following tables are compiled :— 


Trade of France with Algeria. 


1894. 1895. 1896. 1897. 
£ 
Imports into France for home 
consumption ... * ...! 8,303,000 | 9,828,000 | 7,872,000 | 9,516,000 


Exports of French produce to 
Algeria ... seo ose 
Total ... eee 


7,972,000 | 8,128,000 | 8,712,000 | 8,648,000 
16,280,009 | 17,956,000 | 16,584,000 | 18,164,000 


th 


The principal articles of import into France from Algeria are 
wine, cereals, and sheep, the values of which, in 1897 (special 
trade for home consumption), were respectively 5,396,0001., 
876,000/. and 823,000/. Other articles imported largely into 
France from Algeria are wool, horses, hides, tobacco, oxen, and 
fruit. With regard to exports, Algiers received from the mother 
country in 1897 cotton tissues to the value of 1,110,000J., ready- 
made clothing (479,000/.), furniture and manufactures of wood 
(369,0001.), besides woollen manufactures, tools, leather goods, 
perfumery, and manufactured articles generally. 
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Taking now the trade of Algeria with countries other than 
France, the following table shows the value of the imports and 
exports for the last four years :— 


Trade of Algeria with countries other than France, 


1894. 1895. 1896. 1897. 


£ £ £ £ 

2,100,000 , 2,095,000 | 2,057,000 | 1,952,000 
1,377,000 | 1,542,000 | 1,369,000 | 1,555,C00 
3,777,000 | 3,687,000 | 3,426,000 | 3,507,000 


Imports into Algeria for home 
consumption ... cos 
Exports of domestic produce 


from Algeria ... 


The caravan trade across the Sahara from Algeria is chiefly 
carried on with Timbuktoo and Gao on the Niger in the French 
Sudan. 

With regard to shipping in Algerian ports, the following state- 
ment taken from the report of H. M. Consul-General at Algiers 
for 1897—(Foreign Office Annual Series, 2164), will show the 
number of vessels which entered and left the various ports in 
Algeria, with their net tonnage, during 1896 :— 


Arrivals and Depurtures. 


Number of Net 

Bent, Vessels. Tonnage. 
Algiers... ons 7,991 6,645,323 
Oran see one 3,816 2,019,505 
Arzew... eos one 951 432,588 


The Consul-General goes on to say that, notwithstanding the 
establishment of the quay dues, which had given cause for com- 
plaint from members of the Chamber of Commerce of Algiers, 
the traffic of the harbour presents once more a slight increase. 
However, the increase was not perhaps as rapid as might be 
wished for. The port of Oran also showed a slight increase. 
The traffic of the port of Béne was nearly stationary, whilst that 
of Benisaf (solely in iron-ore) increased a little. A considerable 
decrease has been noted at Philippeville; this was due to a 
great extent to the bad harvest of cereals of the district for which 
it is the outlet. 

The other differences were but slight. Increases at the ports 
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of Bougie and Mostaganem may be noted, as they justify the 
expenditure which had been incurred in improving the ports. 

The number of voyages made by vessels (steam and sail) carryin 
cargoes between Algeria and foreign countries in 1896 was 2,516, 
being 161 less than in the preceding year. The total tonnage 
of these vessels was 1,370,188 tons, as against 1,579,107 tons in 
1895, a decrease of 208,919 tons, 

The decrease is compensated to a certain extent by the develop- 
ment of the direct maritime relations between Algeria and the 
mother country, which is exclusively reserved to the national flag, 
and which showed in 1896 an increase over 1895 of 176 vessels, 
having a total tonnage of 187,082 tons. 

Adding this last number of vessels to those which go to foreign 
ports the following results are obtained :— 


Number of 
Voyages. Tons. 
« 


Among the countries whose vessels traded to Algeria during 
1896 Great Britain occupies the first place, then follow successively 
Germany, Spain, Belgium, Denmark, Holland, Italy, Norway, 
Sweden, and Austria. 

In the navigation between Algeria and foreign countries, the 
French flag claims 15 per cent. 

Tunisia. —The chief aspects of British trade with Tunisia were 
fully dealt with in an exhaustive report by Sir H. H. Johnston, 
H.M. Consul-General at Tunis, a summary of which appeared in 
the issue of the “Board of Trade Journal” for April last. The 
figures in the following tables are taken from the French trade 
volume for 1897 :— 


Trade of France with Tunisia. 
1894 1895 1896 1897 
£ £ £ & 
Imports into France for 
home consumption ... | 1,136,000 1,356,009 983,000 1,140,000 
Exports of French pro- 
duce to Tunisia... ae 796,000 808,060 994,000 976,000 
Total £} 1,932,000 2,164,000 1,892,090 2,116,000 


The principal articles imported into France from Tunisia are 
cereals, olive oil, wine, sponges and zinc ore; the exports from 
France to Tunisia for home consumption consist chiefly of prepared 
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hides and leather manufactures, tools, glass, textile manufactures, 
sugar and manufactured articles in general. There is a large 
transit trade through France from other countries. 

The import trade from countries other than France is chiefly 
carried on with the United Kingdom, Italy and Malta, and the 
exports from Tunisia are directed principally to Algeria, Italy, 
the United Kingdom and Malta. 

Taking British trade with Tunisia, apart from that of other 
countries, the following table shows the value of the imports from 
and exports (domestic produce) to Tunisia for the last four years :— 


British Trade with Tunisia. 
1894 1895 1896 1897 
£ £ £ 
Imports into U.K. inh 89,000 72,000 62,000 62,000 
Exports from. U.K. ass 227,000 303,000 216,000 209,000 
Total ie £ 316,000 375,000 278,000 271,000 


The principal (almost the only) article of import into the United 
Kingdom direct from Tunisia is vegetable fibre for paper making— 
such as esparto, which in 1897 was valued at 61,000/., out of the 
total value of 62,0007. With regard to exports, the staple article 
is cottons, which were valued at 196,000/. in 1894, 261,000I. in 
1895, 167,000/. in 1896, and 147,000/. in 1897. 

With regard to shipping, the following table shows the number 
and tonnage of vessels entered and cleared at the various Tunisian 
ports for the years 1894 and 1895, the latest returns available. 
This table is taken from the “‘ Annuaire Statistique de la France” 
for 1897 


Arrivals and Departures. 
1895. 1894. 
No. Tons. No. Tons. 
Tunis-Goletta ose sed 2,914 1,218,206 2,724 1,186,083 
eR 2,596 533,677 2,179 525,167 
Sfax ... Bee 3,658 417,193 4,197 431,377 
Gabes aes wee an 1,684 381,444 1,343 396,257 
Biserta soe ove abi 536 121,400 682 178,471 
Monastir ... 1,075 334,282 1,035 373,061 
Other ports* oie oe 6,717 801,338 6,002 725,919 
Total ... one on 19,180 3,807,540 18,162 4,016,335 


* Tabarea, Rhas-el-Melak, Galipia, Hammamet, Mehedia, Kerkenna Island, 
Skhira, Jerba Island, and Zazis. 


Tripolit.—The seaborne trade of the pashalik of Tripoli is carried 
on through the ports of Tripoli and Benghazi, and there is besides 
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a considerable caravan trade across the Sahara desert with Sokoto 
and Kano in British Nigeria, and with Bornu, Wadai, and other 
parts of the Sudan. The following table shows the value of the 
trade at the two Tripolitan ports for the years 1896 and 1897 :— 


Imports. | Exports. 
To and from i 
1896 1897 | (1896 | 1897 
£ £ 
Tripoli... 360,000 351,000 375,000 346,000 
Benghazi... 210,000* 325,000* 


* Total for the two years, 1896 and 1897. 


The figures as given above are taken from the reports of H.M. 
consular officers at the two ports. The latest report from Ben- 
ghazi gives the total value of the trade for the two years added 
together. The value of the Benghazi trade as given in a previous 
report for 1895 was, as regards imports, 108,000/., and exports, 
179,000I. 

With regard to shipping, the British Vice-Consul at Tripoli in 
his latest report states that owing to different causes the shipping 
at that port has decreased to limits it has not occupied for many 

ears. The returns for 1897 show a falling-off of 252 vessels 
and 11,696 tons as compared with the previous year, being, as 
regards tonnage, 5 per cent. less than in 1896 and 18 per cent. 
below 1895. The chief cause which operated in bringing about 
this reduction was the Greco-Turkish war, which prevented 
numbers of vessels of the two contending nationalities from calling, 
the number of steamers in the case of Turkey having dropped from 
25 to 4. The cessation of the export of barley, owing to the 
failure of the crops, also tended to keep British steamers away, 
which of late years have been the only vessels chartered for loading 
grain here. 

The only regular steamers frequenting the port of Tripoli are 
now those of the Italian General Navigation or Rubattino Com- 
pany and French “Navigation Mixte,” which continue their 
weekly services as before. 

Regarding British shipping there is a falling-off of 30 vessels 
and 8,514 tons, chiefly steamers, representing a decrease of 15 per 
cent., caused by barley not being an article of export, and by the 
fact that two or three small steamers which used to engage in the 
Malta and coasting trade found more profitable employment else- 
where. There is no direct import trade between Tripoli and the 
United Kingdom, British manufactures destined for this market 
being transhipped at Malta and Tunis chiefly in foreign bottoms. 

H.M. Consul at Benghazi reports that in 1896 the total number 
of vessels passing through that port was 341, of an aggregate 
tonnage of 62,117 tons, showing a decrease of 113 as compared 
with the previous year, but an increase of tonnage by 6,915 tons. 
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There were 82 steamers of 55,046 tons, and 259 sailing vessels 
of 7,071 tons. An increase both in number and tonnage of these 
steamers of more than 20 per cent., as well as a decrease in the 
number (about 34 per cent.) and tonnage of sailing vessels of 
more than 38 per cent. is to be observed. 

Thirty-eight vessels flew the British flag, with a tonnage of 24,909 
tons, coming from various Mediterranean ports, chiefly non-British. 
All, with the exception of a small xebec of 16 tons, were steamers. 
While there were five steamers less than in the previous year, 
there was an increase of 6 per cent. on the tonnage, due to the 
arrival of 11 cargo boats of Aberdeen, Cardiff, Dundee, Glasgow, 
Liverpool, and London of much higher tonnage than the steamers 
habitually calling here, which took home large grain cargoes. The 
tonnage under the Union Jack in 1896 was a fraction over 40 per 

cent of the total, as against 42 per cent. in 1895. 

'  Egypt.—The principal ports of Egypt through which trade is 
carried on with foreign countries are Alexandria, Port Said, Suez, 
and Damietta, and the following table, compiled from the Egyptian 
returns for the last three years, show the value of the import, 
transit, and export trade of each port :— 


1895. 1896. 1897, 
Ports. 
Imports. /Transit.} Exports. || Imports Transit| Exports Imports. | Transit., Exports 
LE. | LE. e LE. | LE. | LE, LE. | LE. .E. 
»202,000 8,512,000 5,000 13,046,000 1,282,000,  5,000)12,086,000 
Port Said...) 470,000) 544,000 12,000|} 549,000 554,000) 11,000) 581,000; 594,000 12,000 
622,000 7,000 1,000|| 657,000 5,000, 85,000 633,000, 7,000; 142,000 
Damietta... 87,000 ~ 62,000|} 102,000) — | 80,000 99,000 — 61,000 
Other ports} 9,000) — 11,000]} 9,000} — | 11,000 ,000 
| 
Total ...| 8,390,000; 558,000/12,632,000)| 9,829,000) 10,604, 00 606,000/12,321,000 


Note.—The Egyptian pound (L.E.)=£1 0s. 63d. sterling. 


There is, besides, a considerable re-export trade (principally 
manufactured tobacco—such as cigarettes, &c.), which, for all 
Egypt, amounted in value to L.E.316,000 in 1895, L.E.405,000 in 
1896, and L.E.441,000 in 1897. 

British trade predominates to the extent of about 50 per cent. 
of the whole, taking imports and exports together, and a larger 
percentage still if exports only are reckoned. Next comes France 
with a trade of about one-fifth the value of British trade, and then 
in the order of their importance. may be ranked Turkey, Russia, 
Austria-Hungary, and the United States. 

With regard to British shipping at Egyptian ports, the follow- 
ing table, compiled from returns furnished by H.M. consular 
officers, gives the tonnage of British vessels entered and cleared at 
the ports of Alexandria, Port Said, and Suez—-distinguishing 
direct trade, i.e., trade in British vessels from and to Great 
Britain and British Colonies, and indirect trade, i.e., trade also 
carried in British vessels, but from and to other countries :— 
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British Shipping in Egyptian Ports. 


1895 1896 | 1897 
Ports. | 
Entered. | Cleared. | Entered. | Cleared. || Entered. | Cleared. 
Tons, Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Alexandria :— 
Direct eee | 502,579 | 448,086 || 564,677 | 440,621 || 571,766 | 445,031 
Indirect ... | 253,800 | 315,648 || 200,567 | 193,381 | 267,763 | 396,892 
Port Said :— 
Direct. 195,420 {1,125,420 |/1,228,250 {1,298,250 |/1,141,487 |1,141,437 
Indirect { 120, 9440, 40 
Suez :— 
Direct eos 28,056 28,056 11,470 11,470 | 9,812 9,812 
Indirect ... 8,589 8,591 5,243 6,473 | 29,640 14,083 


Further information on the development of British trade with 
Egypt may be found in an article on pp. 527-532 of the May 
(1898) number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” founded on Lord 
Cromer’s latest report ; and a notice on Egyptian progress during 
the last 15 years, based on official statistical returns, may be 
consulted on p. 419 of the April (1898) issue. 


CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN SIGNED BY FRENCH CONSULS IN THE 
Unitep KINGpom. 


On page 5 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for January, 1898, 
it was stated that certificates of origin signed by French consuls 
in the United Kingdom should be free of any fee in view of the 
fact that no fees are charged by British consuls in France for 
signing certificates of origin in the case of French products. 

A communication has, however, now been received at the Board 
of Trade from the Foreign Office transmitting copies of further 
correspondence on the above subject, from which it appears that 
the statement made that no fees were charged by British consuls 
in France for signing certificates of origin was in fact incorrect, as 
such fees are charged by British consuls under the Consular Fee 
Table. 

Upon learning that their concession in the matter had been 
based on a misconception, and that the waiver of such fees was 
not reciprocal, the French Government reverted to their former 
practice. 


| 
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IV.—THE CATTLE INDUSTRY OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 


An interesting and exhaustive report has been recently received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. Hugh O’Beirne, Second Secretary at 
H.M. Embassy at Washington, on the present condition of the 
cattle industry of the United States. 

Mr. O’Beirne says that the total number of cattle in the United 
States on January Ist, 1898, is returned by the United States 
Department of Agriculture at :— 

Milch cows, 15,840,886 head. Oxen and other cattle, 29,264,197 
head. 

These figures represent a decrease of 100,841 milch cows and 
1,244,211 “ oxen and other cattle” in the course of the previous 
12 months. How the country’s present stock of cattle compares 
with that which it has held at different periods during the past 10 
years may be seen from the following table, showing the numbers 
of milch cows, oxen and other cattle on January 1, 1885, and the 
same date of the years 1892 to 1898 inclusive. It will be noticed 
that since the commencement of 1892, in which year the number 
of cattle of the United States was the highest ever attained in the 
history of the industry, there has been a decrease in “oxen and 
other cattle” of some 8,387,000 head, or about 22 per cent. The 
decrease has been continuous since the year 1894, averaging about 
1,800,000 head annually; but during the last two years under . 
consideration, the rate of diminution has been much less rapid than 
in the previous two-year period, the loss amounting roughly to 
4,523,000 head between January, 1894, and January, 1896, as 
against 2,821,000 head from January, 1896, to January, 1898. 


NUMBER OF CATTLE IN THE UNITED STATES ON JANUARY 1 OF 
YEARS NAMED. 


In Round Numbers. 


Year. 
Oxen and other 
Milch Cows. Cattle. 
1885 a 13,904,000 35,513,000 
1893 aks 16,424,000 35,954,000 
1894 as 15,487,000 36,608,000 
1895 ine ats re) 16,504,000 34,364,000 
1896 ie 16,137,000 32,085,000 
1898 bas 15,841,000 29,264,000 


Note.—(1). The number of “oxen and other cattle” shown for 1885 is the 
result of a special investigation made at the time by Mr. Nimmo, Chief of the 
United States Bureau of Statistics; it is considerably larger than that given in 
the ordinary departmental returns. 

(2). The total returned as “milch cows”’ consists chiefly of dairy cows, not 
belonging to beef breeds. Thus, the largest cattle-producing States, such as Texas, 
are returned as having, relatively, the smallest number of milch cows. The heading 
also includes a large (but not ascertainable) proportion of cows used for breeding 
beef cattle, the rest being shown under “ oxen and other cattle.” 
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The imports of cattle into the United States have grown as the 
numbers of cattle in the country have diminished; increasing as 
will be seen from the following figures, from 2,168 head in the 

ear ending June 30th, 1892, to 217,628 in the year ending June 
30th, 1896, and 328,977 in the year ending June 30th, 1897. It 
is interesting to note that they now represent some three-fourths 
of the total number of live cattle exported. 


TOTAL IMPORTS OF CATTLE INTO THE UNITED STATES. 


Year ending June 30— Number. 
1898— 
Mexico... ana 172,171 
Other countries ... Rees Pe on 2,907 
291,555 


The following table (taken from the British agricultural returns) 
gives the numbers of live cattle exported from the United States 
to Great Britain in the years 1894 to 1897 inclusive :— 


Number of 
Year. Head. 


The export for 1895 was specially affected by a scarcity of 
corn, and may be left out of the comparison as the result of 
exceptional conditions ; but taking the figures for 1894, 1896, and 
1897, we have an increase over the three-year period averaging 
some 11,000 head per year. 

The exports of fresh (chilled) beef and of canned beef to the 
United Kingdom, for the years ending June 30th, 1894 to 1898 
inclusive, were, according to the United States returns, as 
follows :— : 


Year ending June 30— Fresh Beef. Canned Beef. 
Lbs. Lbs. 
1896 ese ove 224,507,040 40.092,098 
1898s... wee 274,700,000* (Not available) 


* Approximately. 


| 
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It will be noticed that the latest returns of fresh beef shipments 
show a certain faliing-off as compared with the previous year, but 
the export on the whole has been strongly increasing. 

The export of chilled beef during the year ending June, 1897 
(the latest period for which details are obtainable), was practically 
wholly to the United Kingdom. Of the live cattle exported, all 
but one-thirtieth were shipped to the United Kingdom, the 
balance going to Belgium, Holland, Germany (633 head), and the 
West Indies and South America. The total export of canned beef 
was 54,000,660 lbs., so that the United Kingdom took about three- 
fifths of the whole ; Germany and France bought the largest part 
of the remainder. 

After entering into the question of the differences between 
British and American prices, Mr. O’Beirne concludes his report 
thus :—'‘ It may be inferred that exporters, to keep their hold on 
the English trade, have done some considerable part of their 
business at a sacrifice. A well-known firm, in answer to an 
inquiry, kindly gave this explanation of the matter :—‘There is 
no doult whatever of exporters having fora long time operated with 
more or less loss, but where they have vessels’ space contracted 
ahead it must either be filled or sacrificed. Lower freight and 
ocean rates . . . . to some extent offset lower markets, but until 
the British market makes a considerable improvement... . 
American exporters will continue to operate at little or no profit.’ 
It may be observed, besides, that the great firms which now control 
the export trade also do an immense packing and dressed meat 
business in the United States, and can afford to conduct one branch 
of their trade for a time without return. 

“Tn the long run, however, the export will, of course, continue 
only at such a difference between the two prices as is sufficient 
to give a fair profit on the trade; and when the question of the 
relative prices in the two countries is taken into account, the 
prospect for British farmers is by no means so disheartening as 
has been inferred from the increase of the American exportation. 
Looking somewhat further ahead, the fact principally to be noticed 
is that the cost of production of American cattle tends on the whole 
to increase, as compared with that of British. With the decline 
of ranching and the substitution of dearer methods of cattle- 
raising, the average cost of making beef in the United States has 
for some years been on the increase; and this process is now very 
noticeable in the South-western region, which is of peculiar 
importance as the source from which the country has in recent 
times drawn enormous supplies of cheap cattle. In parts of the 
West, where ranching has long since disappeared, the cost of 
cattle-raising also tends to increase slowly as population becomes 
thicker, and pasture and hay become less abundant and dearer.” 


[ 
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V.—AMERICAN COMPETITION WITH BRITISH TRADE 
IN JAPAN. 

The following statements with regard to the competition of 
United States with British manufacturers in Japan are taken from 
a report recently received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul 
at Kobe. 

The figures given below, which refer to the total locomotive engine 
imports into all the ports of Japan show the marked advance of 
American competition during 1897. 


1897, 1896. 

United States of America... se 239,400 45,760 
Great Britain ... 180,600 115,940 
Other countries 3,500 16,500 
Total oad £423,500 £178,200 


In 1897, British, 43 per cent.; U.S.A., 57 per cent.; other 
countries, nominal. In 1896, British, 65 per cent.; U.S.A., 
26 per cent. ; other countries, 9 per cent, 

Out of the increased locomotive imports of 1897 over 1896, 
amounting to 245,3001. :— 


; & 
United States took ... 193,640 
Great Britain only ... oon 64,660 
258,300 
While other countries lost ... 13,000 


Thus out of the increased locomotive exports from Great Britain 
and the United States in 1897, the latter country secured 75 per 
and Great Britain only 25 per cent. 

Rails were exported from the United States to Japan for the 
first time in 1896. The development in 1897 deserves attention 
from British manufacturers and merchants, The following table 
gives the figures for all Japan. 


Imports of Rails into Japan. 
From 1897, 1896. 

Great Britain ... ae aka 163,000 203,000 
United States of ‘America vee ood 123,500 37,500 
Belgium... 29,000 9,000 
Germany ose 17,000 10,000 

Total £332,500 £259,500 
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In 1896 British rails were four-fifths of all imported. In 1897 
they were less than half. 73,0001. more rails were imported in 
1897 than in 1896, but the import of British rails fell off by 
40,000/., while the import of American rails increased by 86, 000L 
Belgian ‘and German rails also advanced slightly at the expense of 
the British. 

In 1897 for railway material Great Britain had 614 per cent. ; 
U.S.A., 16} per cent.; Belgium, 13 per cent. ; and Germany, 
91 per cent. of the imports. In 1896 Great Britain had over 
77 per cent. of it all; Germany nearly 12 per cent.; Belgium, 
6 per cent.; and the U.S.A. only 5 per cent. Although the 
railway material is less important than the rails, it is never the less 
noteworthy that in this, as well as the rails, the States increased 
their exports to Japan to over treble the 1896 amount.— (Foreign 
Office Annual Series, 2189.) 


Hit 
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VI.—THE FRENCH BUREAU OF FOREIGN COMMERCE. 


A recent report of the American Consul at Lyons, on the French 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, states that it has recently been 
enlarged and its duties defined. A council of administration, 
consisting of twenty-seven members, and a board of directors 
composed of nine members, the latter under the direction of the 
president of the Paris Chamber of Commerce, were appointed on 
June 30th, and a few days later the names of two hundred and 
seventeen members appeared in the Paris press. At present these 
three bodies form the National Bureau of Foreign Commerce, from 
whose intelligence and activity France expects the opening of new 
and extensive channels for the products of her fields and workshops. 
' It is contemplated that one division of this bureau will devote its 
attention to continental commerce, and the other and abler one to 
the colonies and the Orient. This plan may be said to be based on 
the Russian system, which has two foreign ministries, one for the 
Orient and the other for continental Europe. 

The French Bureau of Foreign Commerce will be in close 
connection with the boards of trade in France, its colonies and 
protectorates. There will also be colonial bureaus, one of which 
was recently organised in Tonkin. It is composed of French 
citizens and natives appointed by the governor of Tonkin, and its 
duties are to find new openings for French trade and to improve 
the commerce of the province. If a locality is discovered where it 
is believed a new industry would thrive, where a new railway 
should be opened or a river dredged, the subject will be thoroughly 
investigated, and in due course of time a report upon it will reach 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce at Paris. The exclusion of all 
competition with France, her colonies and protectorates, is evidently 
one of the means to be used to advance French interests. 

At a meeting of the Chamber of Commerce at Haiphong on 
April 28th, 1898, a committee appointed to consider a question of 
customs tariffs reported that ‘it would endanger the future of the 
colony to favour, in too large a measure, the Chinese commercial 
element to the detriment of the European or of the Anamite.” 
“European” here means French, and Anamite means French 
interests in Annam. The report, which was adopted, declared 
that no obstacle should be thrown in the way of the Chinese 
purchasing such special articles of consumption as originate in 
their country, “ provided that similar articles are not produced in 
Europe or Annam.” ‘We have applied,” says the report, “the 
same principle to European products destined for the European 
population of our colony”; that is to say, everything needed in 
Tonkin which is not produced there or in France must pay a duty. 
It may be accepted that this principle will be applied wherever 
France gains a foothold. 

One of the distinct purposes of the new Tonkin commission will 
be to create a body of natives, who, by their commercial and 
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moneyed importance, will counteract the influence of the powerful 
mandarin class, who stand in the way of every form of progress, 
and constitute an almost insurmountable barrier to commercial 
development. 

It is altogether probable that the trade of Russia and China will 
receive the most attention from the newly appointed commission. 
The proclamation recently issued by Russia, granting free trade to 
the world for the next ten years in machinery, to be used in the 
mines of Siberia and the Ural, will be liberally interpreted, and 
under its provisions a variety of machinery will be manufactured 
in France for the Russian markets. In response to the complaint 
that the French, as the only European ally of Russia, do not receive 
a fair share of Russian patronage, it is now announced that French 
firms will be permitted to compete with Russian firms for the 
furnishing of Government supplies. Within the last week it has 
been announced that a very large reduction has been made in the 
Russian duties on portable engines and thrashers, fertilizers, and 
agricultural chemical products, and the duty entirely removed from 
many agricultural implements or partsof them. The manufacturers 
of France are preparing to reap the utmost possible benefit from 
these concessions. 

France has invested in manufactories in Russia, and there is 
now considerable talk of further investments in the same direction. 

French investors in Russia have entered very largely into rail- 
road enterprises. Precise figures on this subject, however, are not 
available. 

The author of a recent publication, ‘“‘La Russie Industrielle,” 
says that “English locomotives have dominated the Russian 
market, encountering no obstacle on the part of the Russian or 
other foreign makes.” Locomotive works under joint Russian and 
French management have recently been established in Nicolaieff, 
southern Russia, with a capital of 20.0001. 

France is advised by “La Russie Industrielle” to send speci- 
mens of her machinery and whatever her manufacturers propose to 
introduce into the Russian market, to the great fair held annually 
at Nijni Novgorod. Russians will not buy upon heresay. They 
want to see what is offered them. They are not satisfied with 
discriptions or drawings, however perfectly they may set forth the 
merits of an article. While they regard a description or a cut as 
possibly correct, this will not take the place of the absolute proof 
of the senses, and if they are favourably impressed, the article will 
be sure to find a market among their 126,000,000 inhabitants. 
French manufacturers know that the Russian will take no risk in 
selecting machinery with which to develop the rich deposits of 
manganese, tin, copper, lead, silver, zinc, salt, coal, and iron which 
are found in Siberia and the Ural, and they will display the best 
products of their mechanical industry at the Nijni fair. Some 
nations have done better than this in establishing factories and 
mills in Russia. Belgian investments of this kind aggregate 
about 12,000,000/., and Germany 500,000/. Americans are spoken 
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of as ‘“‘men who imitate the others without showing so much 
intelligence.” Americans are credited, however, with having 
founded the Mining and Metallurgical Company of Nicopol, 
Marionpol, with a capital of 440,000/. for the purpose of producing 
manganese, while there are numerous other enterprises in Russia 
owned by Americans. 

The French point to many elements of wealth in Russia, 
which they expect to take part in developing. It is the fourth 
gold producing country in the world, coming next to Australia, 
the United States, and South Africa. It furnishes 96 per cent. 
of the world’s product of platinum, the latter metal being found 
only in the Ural, while gold occurs both there and in Siberia. 
Coal, iron, zinc, copper, manganese, and other mineral deposits are 
practically unlimited in the Ural and Siberia, and the great 
industrial nations of the world are invited to furnish machinery for 
developing this enormous wealth. France has already had sub- 
stantial proofs of the favours she will receive in this comparatively 
new field of industry, as Russia’s purchases of firearms have 
recently been transferred from England to France. 

An economic writer says of the French Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce: “ Though it pertains to the Ministry of Commerce, it is 
nevertheless independent of the Government; it has its own identity, 
its own autonomy.” 

“Its work is supplementary to the Government department. It 
seeks to combine individual exertion, and direct individual enter- 
prise into profitable channels; and its one definite object is to 
extend the commerce of France into the markets of the entire 
world.” 


q 
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VII.—TRADE REGULATIONS OF THE YANG-TSZE 
KIANG. 


A despatch, dated August 5th last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Peking, forwarding copy of 
Regulations for trade on the Yang-tzse River, which have been 
drawn up on lines suggested by the foreign consular body at 
Peking, and sent by the Tsung-Li-Yamén to the Southern 
Superintendent of Trade at Nanking for promulgation, 

The Regulations are as follows :— 

Article 1. Former Regulations rescinded.—The Revised Regula- 
tions of Trade on the Yang-tsze-Kiang (1862) having been 
amended, and the substance of their provisions having been 
incorporated in the present Yang-tsze Regulations, the said 
Revised Regulations of Trade on the Yang-tsze-Kiang are hereby 
abrogated, together with the Port and Customs Regulations. 
thereon dependent. 

Article 2. Ports, Stages, and Passenger Stations.—The merchant 
vessels of the Treaty Powers are authorised to trade on the Yang- 
tsze-Kiang at the following Treaty ports :— 

Chinkiang, Nanking, Wuhu, Kiukiang, Hankow, Shasi, 
Ichang, and Chunking; and to land and ship goods in accordance 
with special regulations at the following non-Treaty ports :— 

Tatung and Anking in Anhwei; Hukow in Kiangsi; Lukikow 
and Wusueh in Hukwang. 

Shipment or discharge of cargo at any other points on the river 
is prohibited, and any violation of the prohibition will be dealt 
with in accordance with the Treaty provisions applicable to 
clandestine trade along the coast; but passengers and their 
baggage may be landed and shipped at any of the regular 
passenger stations (at present consisting of Kiangyin and Ichang, 
in Liang Kiang, Hwangtzekang and Hwangchow, in Hukwang). 
Passengers’ baggage must not contain articles subject to duty, 
and the presence of dutiable articles will render the whole liable 
to confiscation. 

Article 3. Three Classes of Vessels—Merchant vessels trading 
on the river are to be divided into three classes :— 

First-class—Sea-going vessels trading for the voyage up river 
beyond Chinkiang. 

Second-class—River steamers running regularly between any 
of the river ports or Shanghae and any river port. 

Third-class—Small craft (lorchas, papicos, junks, &c.). 

These three classes of vessels will be dealt with according to 
Treaty and the rules for the ports traded at. 

Article 4. Sea-going Vessels.—Sea-going vessels trading no 
further up the river than Chinkiang will be dealt with at Chin- 
kiang in every respect like vessels trading at other coast ports; 
but sea-going vessels on a voyage further up river than Chinkiang 
become thereby vessels trading on the river of the first class set 


Nov. 1898.] TRADE REGULATIONS OF THE YANG-TSZE KIANG. 5385 


forth in the preceding Article: such merchantmen, whether 
steamers or sailing vessels, must deposit their registers with the 
consul, or if consularly unrepresented, with the customs at 
Shanghae, Woosung, or Chinkiang, where the customs, on receipt 
of a consular application or a deposit of papers, will issue a 
certificate to the vessel, to be called the “special river pass,” on 
which shall be entered the vessel’s name, flag, registered tonnage, 
general cargo, and armament. The vessel may then proceed up 
river and at whatever Treaty points she trades, must report and 
clear, load and unload cargo, and pay dues and duties in the same 
manner as at other Treaty ports along the coast. On return to 
the port that issued it -Chinkiang, Woosung, or Shanghae-—the 
“special river pass” is to be surrendered to the customs, and 
the customs, on having ascertained that all dues and duties have 
been paid and all other conditions satisfied, will then issue the 
Grand Chop to enable the vessel to procure her register and 
proceed to sea. 

Article 5. River Steamers.—Any steamer intended to trade 
regularly on the river may deposit her register at the Consulate 
at Shanghae, or, if consularly unrepresented, at the custom 
house, when the customs, on the receipt of a consular application 
or on the deposit of the register, will issue a certificate on which 
shall be entered the vessel’s name, flag, registered tonnage 
and armament, to be called the “river pass,” that shall be 
valid during the current year. Such river pass must be renewed 
every year, either at Shanghae or at Hankow or Ichang, in the 
case of river steamers trading above those places and not returning 
to Shanghae. 

River pass steamers will report and clear, load and discharge, 
and pay dues and duties in accordance with the customs regulations 
of the port concerned. Their tonnage dues are to be paid at the 
ports which issue or renew the river pass (Shanghae, Hankow, or 
Ichang). 

Infringement of river port regulations will be punished by the 
infliction of the penalties in force at other treaty ports; for a 
second offence the river pass may be cancelled, and the steamer 
refused permission to trade thenceforward above Chinkiang. 

Any steamer not provided with a river pass if proceeding above 
Chinkiang will come under the rule affecting sea-going vessels 
laid down in Article 4, and will be treated accordingly. 

Article 6. River Pass Steamers’ Cargo.—The former Regulation 
having been abrogated, which made it obligatory to deposit coast 
trade duties simultaneously with paying export duties, river pass 
steamers will now pay duties in the same way as vessels at other 
Treaty ports along the coast, that is, export duties at the port of 
departure before shipment of exports, and import or coast trade 
duties at the port of discharge before release of imports, and 
similarly they will ship, tranship, and discharge cargo after report, 
examination, and issue of permit, in the same way as vessels at 
Treaty ports along the coast. 
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When tea is landed by a river pass steamer, the consignee, 
instead of paying coast trade duty, may deposit a bond for the 
amount; on proof of reshipment within a year the bond will be 
cancelled. When reshipped tea is landed at another port—e.g., 
reshipped at Hankow, and relanded at Shanghae—a new bond will 
be required in lieu of coast trade duty, to be cancelled on sub- 

uent reshipment, and so on. 

Artule 7. Small Craft (Lorchas, Papicos, Junks, &c.) :— 

(a) Lorchas, &c., owned by foreigners, if provided with registers 
and entitled to fly national flags, are required to take out a special 
river pass, either through the consulate or from the customs 
direct at Chinkiang, if proceeding further up the river. They 
will report, work cargo, and pay duties like other sea-going 
special river pass vessels. 

(b) Papicos, &c., owned by foreigners, but not provided with 
registers or entitled to fly national flags, are to take out customs 
registers at the port they belong to, and report, work cargo, and 
pay duties in the same way as lorchas, &c. 

(c) Chinese junks chartered by foreigners are only available 
for conveying foreign owned cargo from Treaty port to Treaty 
port; they must take out special junk papers at the customs, to 
be obtained in exchange for bonds executed at and deposited with 
the customs, the conditions of the bond being that the cargoes 
are bond fide foreign property, and will be landed and pay duty 
at a Treaty port, and the penalty that if the cargoes fail to be so 
landed and pay duty, no chartered junk will thereafter be cleared 
for the foreigner in question. Such junks to report, work cargo, 
and pay duty in the same way as lorches, papicos, &c. 

Article 8. Cargo Certificates—Special river pass merchantmen, 
river pass steamers, and lorchas, papicos, and junks, &c., must 
apply to the customs at the port of departure for a cargo 
certificate (tswng-tan), which, on the vessel’s arrival at. the port of 
destination, must be handed in to the customs before permission 
to discharge can be given. The vessel will be responsible for the 
- duties on all goods entered on the said cargo certificate, and not 
landed on permit at port of discharge. 

Article 9. Miscellaneous.—Any trading vessel falling in with 
a revenue cruiser or customs boat on the Yang-tsze-Kiang is to 
produce her papers for inspection if examination of them is 
required. Vessels unprovided with proper papers will be dealt 
with under the Treaty Articles penalising clandestine trade along 
the coast. 

The customs may seal the hatches of any vessel trading on the 
Yang-tsze, and may place customs officers on board to accompany 
her on the trip, whether up stream or down. 

Special river pass vessels of the first class are not required to 
anchor to exhibit their papers at the intermediate ports passed 
and not traded at. 

Article 10. Yang-tsze Oustoms and Port Regulations.—The 
adoption and promulgation of new Regulations for vessels trading 
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on the Yang-tsze having rendered meaningless sundry Customs 
and Port Regulations which guided procedure under the former 
system, and having necessitated the substitution of fresh Regula- 
tions and different practice under the system now introduced, the 

rts concerned (Shanghae, Chinkiang, Nanking, Wuhu, Kiukiang, 
iahow, Shasi, Ichang, and Chunking) will proceed forthwith to 
arrange and publish new Rules and Regulations, and these are, 
on the one hand to facilitate trade, and, on the other, to protect 
revenue and prevent smuggling. 

The above Regulations are open to revision when and if 
necessary. 


VUI.—GERMAN COMMERCIAL STEAMERS FOR THE 
YANG-TSE KIANG., 


It is stated in a recent issue of a Bremen journal (the ‘‘ Weser 
Zeitung”) that the firm of Messrs. Rickmers has ordered the 
construction of two large steel river boats, which are to be built in 
accordance with the system of the American Mississippi river boats, 
ie., with large raised houses on deck from fore to aft. These 
are intended to ply twice weekly between Shanghai and Hankow, 
a distance of about 600 English miles. 

There is a considerable Chinese passenger traffic between the 
above places and intermediate towns, such as Chinkiang, Kiukiang, 
Wuhu, &c., and the above-mentioned steamers will be fitted 
up so as to meet the requirements of this traffic. The 
goods traffic on the Yang-tse is also very important. The 
steamers will have twin screws and powerful triple expansion 
engines with capacity to steam twelve knots an hour fully 
laden. A ‘relatively small draught will enable the boats 
to work at all times of the year. The steamers have to be 
completed about the end of June, 1899, so that they may begin 
operation early in July. The line will sail under the name 
“Rickmers Jantse Line,” under the German flag, and under 
Messrs. Rickmers’ house-flag, green-red-white with an R in the 
centre. 

A plot of ground has been bought at Hankow for the erection of 
warehouses, piers, sheds, &c., and this line will be the first 
to work a regular traffic on a Chinese river under the German 
flag. It may be mentioned that no coal will be used. The fuel 
will be entirely of the so-called “liquid fuel ” or petroleum. 

Large tanks of about 90,000 tons capacity will be erected on 
the Chinese and Indian coasts, besides tanks of above 12,000 tons 
capacity at Suez. It may also be ramarked that the boats which 
Messrs. Rickmers are constructing in Bremen on their own yard 
for their East Indian line, will be fitted up for the use of liquid 
fuel. 
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IX.—THE PRODUCTION OF FLAX IN IRELAND. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the thirtieth 
annual report of the Flax Supply Association for the improvement 
of the culture of flax in Ireland, relating to the year 1897. 

The area under the flax crop of 1897 was the smallest on 
record. ‘The earliest account of the acreage available at the 
present time is that prepared by the Inspector of the Irish 
Linen Beard, which commences with 1812 and covers a period 
of fourteen years. The smallest sowing in this series was 84,885 
acres in 1813, and the average for the whole period would amount 
to 132,423 acres. After this there are apparently no statistics 
relating to flax in Ireland till 1847, when the first returns were 
collected by the Irish Constabulary, and during the half century 
which has elapsed since that time the smallest area was in 1848, 
when there was only 53,863 acres under flax. 

The difference between 1896 and 1897 is 26,677 acres, or a 
decrease in the latter year of 369 per cent. All the counties in 
Ulster contribute to this decrease, but in a different degree; in 
Donegal the decrease is only 2°6 per cent., in Monaghan it is 
56°4 per cent. In Donegal, flax occupies 2°9 per cent. of total land 
under crops, in Monaghan it is 2°7 per cent., and for the whole of 
Ulster the area under flax is 2°8 per cent. of the total area under 
all crops. 

Ten years ago the position of flax in Ulster was very different: 
it was 7°30 per cent. of the total. In 1877 it was 6°62 per cent., 
but in 1867 it amounted to 12-7 per cent. 

The yield per acre in 1897 is within a small fraction of that of 
1896, which was 24 stones per statute acre. The average yields 
range from 15 stones in Fermanagh to almost 29 stones in Antrim. 
Here is a difference of 14 stones, or 48 per cent., in two counties 
at opposite ends of the province. In 1896 the range showed a 
difference of 11 stones; in 1895, 74 stones; and in 1894, only 
6 stones ; or Antrim 37°63 stones and Donegal 31°82 stones. 

_ The total production is a little under 7,000 tons, and 4,000 or 
37°1 per cent. less than 1896, as seen in the following table :—- 


Province. Area under Flax.| Produce per acre.| Total produce. 
Acres. Stones, Tons. 
Ulster 45,229 23°90 6,757 
Munster... 85 28°16 15 
Leinster... 67 28°10 12 
Connaught ... 195 28°03 34 
Total... 45,576 23°93 6,818 


1896 Total produce... 10,844 tons 
1897 6,818 


“Decrease 4,026 tons, or 37°13 per cent. 
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If an average of 10 years be taken from the record, it will be 
seen that the yield is 13-2 per cent. under the average, and the 
total production 54-0. 


X.—CONDITIONS OF LIFE IN DAWSON CITY 
(KLONDIKE). vie 


According to the American Consul at Dawson City, the chief 
settlement of the Klondike district, the place has made rapid 
strides in the way of building improvements. In July there 
were only two large warehouses, but four more are nearing com- 
pletion, all operating their own steamers. 

There will be no lack of provisions and merchandise at Dawson 
this winter. The large amount of supplies being brought in has 
had a tendency to reduce prices on a few commodities. A 50-pound 
sack of flour which brought 33s. last month is now sold for 21s. 
It is to be hoped the price of hotel accommodations will be 
reduced, as none but the wealthy can enjoy hotel life at present, 
at 27s. per night for a room with a mixture of husks and straw 
for a bed, a-candle for light, and board at the rate of 50s. per day. 
There are a few cheaper houses, but accommodations are still 
poorer. The number of log cabins is being increased rapidly, 
for in a couple of weeks it will be cold to sleep in tents. Log 
cabins can be rented for 10/. per month and upwards, according to 
location and distance from the centre of the town. Typhoid fever 
has been on the increase lately, and many deaths have resulted. 
It will decrease as soon as the ground is frozen. 

Hundreds of people have gone down the river to Alaskan 
territory, where it is predicted more gold will be found than in the 
North-west territory. Forty-mile Creek, which empties into the 
Yukon River 52 miles below Dawson City, is understood to be very 
good on the Alaskan side. Eagle City, 50 miles below, is said to 
be in a position to rival Dawson City in another year; and asa 
base of supplies it will be much more convenient. Eagle City is 
_ the name now given to what is marked Belle Isle on the map of 

the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey of the Yukon River. 
The territory for hundreds of miles around Eagle City is said to 
be very rich. 

The future of Dawson City greatly depends on new discoveries 
being made in this coming winter. There is no doubt of a great deal 
of gold being in the district within 100 miles radius, but it has yet 
to be prospected. The cost of taking food up to the mining camps 
and the price of labour make it expensive to work the claims, 
and they must be very good in order to pay. 
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XIL—RAILWAYS ON THE WEST COAST OF JAPAN. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
report drawn up by Mr. E. L. 8. Gordon, Student Interpreter at 
H. M. Legation at Tokio, on the railways of the West Coast of 
Japan, which states that, up to the present time the following 
railways have been constructed :— 


1. The Hokuritsu Government Line. 
2. The Nanao Railway. 
3. The Chiuritsu Railway. 

(1) The Hokuritsu Railway.—This line begins at Mailbara 
where it forms a junction with the Tokaido Railway, and runs 
in a north-easterly direction through Tsuruga, Fukui, and Kana- 
zawa, it is ultimately to be extended along the coast to Naoetsu, 
but as yet only the preliminary surveys have been made. In 
July, 1896, it was completed as far as Fukui, a distance of 38 
miles 41 chains from Tsuruga, in September, 1897, as far as 
Komatsu, a further distance of 21 miles 58 chains, and in July, 
1898, it was opened as far as Kanazawa, a distance of 25 miles 
44 chains, thus making a total distance completed and open for 
traffic, of 85 miles 63 chains from Tsuruga. Beyond Kanazawa 
it las been finished as far as Tsubata, 10 miles, but it is not 
yet open for traffic. From Tsubata to Takaoka, 13 miles, it is 
at present under construction, and it is expected that it will be 
finished by November, 1898. The last section to Toyama, 11 
miles, will probably be finished by March, 1899. Its total length 
from Mailbara to Toyama will then be 151 miles 63 chains. Of 
the stations Tsuruga, Imajo, and Kanazawa are the most important, 
locomotive depots being situated at these places. 

The engines are chiefly English, though American engines are 
also used on the mountain section between Mailbara and Imajo. 
They are of the same type as those used on other Government 
- lines. 

The rails as far as Tsubata were obtained from England; those 
on the section beyond as far as Toyama from America, this part of 
the line being placed under a different contractor. The carriages 
were made in Japan, the wheels, however, being imported from 
England. 

(2) The Nanao Railway.—This line is owned by the Nanao 
Railway Company, with a capital of 105,000/., and the railway 
was opened for traffic in April, 1898. 

It starts at Tsubata, where it forms a junction with the Govern- 
ment line to Toyama, and runs northward to Nanao, in Noto, a 
distance of 32 miles 40 chains. The stations are situated at 
Tsubata, Unoke, Takamatsu, Hodacho, Shikinami, Hakui, Chiji, 
Kanemaru, Notobe, Tokuda, and Nanao. It is still in an incom- 
plete state, the bridges being merely temporary wooden ones, and 
the station at Tsubata being not yet finished. In order to facilitate 
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transport from the railway to vessels in Nanao Harbour a jetty 
has been constructed at Yadashin to the north-east of Nanao, a 
further distance of 60 chains. The railway having been so recently 
constructed no traffic returns are as yet available, but at present 
timber, stone, and corn are the chief ‘things conveyed by the 
railway to Nanao, whence they are sent by sea to Hokkaido. 

The locomotives used on the line are three in number and weigh 
224 tons. They were purchased in England through Messrs. 
Jardine, Matheson & Co. Their total weight with coal and water 
is 264 tons. 

(3) The Churitsu Railway.—This line runs from Takaoka in the 
western part of Toyama Prefecture, southwards to Johana, pening 
through Toide, Demachi, Fukumo and Fukumitsu. It was opene 
to traffic in January, 1898, the total length being 18 miles, 50 
chains. It is also proposed to extend the railway northwards from 
Takaoka to its port Fushigi, a distance of 4 miles, but as yet the 
necessary land has not been purchased. It is hoped that it will be 
finished by August, 1899. 

Rice is the chief article carried by the railway, it being exported 
from Fushigi to Hokkaido and Kobe. 

The total number of locomotives used on the line is three, their 
weight being 22 tons complete. They were purchased in England 
hrough the Mitsui Company. 


XII—COMPETITION WITH BRITISH TRADE IN BRAZIL. 


The following report on Competition with British Trade in 
Brazil has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. Consul- 
General at Rio de Janeiro :— 

“Tn view of the prevailing impression that British manufacturers 
are fast losing their preferential position on this market, and being 
replaced by those of other countries, I considered it judicious to 
ascertain as far as possible the ideas held on the subject by the 
leading British firms established here, with the purpose of making 
them known to manufacturers and exporters at home, for their 
guidance in the furtherance of their interests in Brazilian trade. 

“In pursuance of my intentions, I asked for information on 
the following questions from British firms carrying on business 
in this district. 

“1. To what class of goods should manufacturers give special 
attention in order to secure a greater share of the trade of the 
district ? 

“2. The names of Rio firms who are disposed to represent British 
manufacturers. 

“3. Particulars of any well grounded complaints against British 
manufacturers and exporters for inappropriate or careless putting 
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up or packing of goods, and explanations as to the reform required 
in these matters. 

“4. Is it noticeable that British manufacturers are slow in 
executing orders, and do they often execute them incorrectly ? 

“5. In which articles are American and German manufacturers 
now competing most successfully with British houses ? 

“‘ Some of the firms declined to discuss the topics raised, express- 
ing again the same opinion manifested last year, when I advocated 
the institution of a British Trade Association in this city, for the 
protection and development of British interests in Brazil. 

“These gentlemen are under the conviction that, in divulging 
their views on matters affecting trade, they would be jeopardizing 
their own individual interests by placing in the possession of their 
competitors, information which they have obtained only after long 
years of toil and the outlay of much money. 

“From the replies of the few firms who consented to impart their 
ideas, I have gleaned the following data :—-' 

“Tt is considered that British manufacturers are quite sufficiently 
represented in Rio, but according to some firms it is noticeable 
that they are both slower and more incorrect than others in the 
execution of orders. 

‘In Manchester goods the British appear not to suffer to any 
appreciable extent from foreign competition, but in manufactures 
generally, the Germans now vie so keenly with the English in 
almost every branch, that it is even impossible to indicate any 
particular one in which the British, in return for special attention, 
may hope to achieve any signal success or preference over their 
rivals. 

“In the class of hardwares, including common tools, household 
utensils, enamelled wrought ironware, &c., the success of German 
manufacturers is especially noticeable. 

“The depreciation of currency has created a demand for cheaper 
productions in all kinds of goods, and it is the general opinion 
that this demand has not been so well met by English as by 
German manufacturers. 

“The cheap German article is, as a rule, turned out with a finish 
more nearly imitating the better one it substitutes than is the case 
with the English, although the German, to attain this finish, 
perhaps sacrifices the actual quality to a greater extent than the 
English manufacturer. The Germans also, as a rule, make up their 
wares in a neater and more attractive manner than the English. 

“In the more important industries, such as the manufacture of 
ordnance, it is well known that the English manufacturer is at a 
disadvantage owing to the assistance rendered to the German 
through diplomatic influence.” : 

H.M. Consul-General, in a later dispatch, forwards copy of an 
extract from an article published in the “ Brazilian Review” of 
27th September last, bearing upon the same question. The article 
states that no doubt a little more common action on the part of 
British merchants in Brazil would be of advantage, but in reality 
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the causes of falling off of British trade, if falling off there be, lie 
principally in the shortcomings of merchants and manufacturers at 
home rather than in Brazil. It is a constant complaint that 
manufacturers will not meet the views of consumers in Brazilian 
markets, but insist on supplying a class of goods too costly or 
unsuited for the market. Besides, it must be recollected that the 
depreciation of the currency common now to all South American 
countries has greatly enhanced the cost to local consumers 
without proportionately raising their earnings and power of 
purchase. Consequently, cheaper goods are in demand, and 
cheaper goods with a good appearance, even if not of a good 
quality, will find an easy sale. It is useless to expatiate on the 
superior lasting qualities of British manufactures, and extol the 
determination never to prostitute our reputation by making or 
selling shoddy. What is wanted in Brazil and all over South 
America is shoddy, and if they can’t get what they want in 
England they will go somewhere else. 

Take for example an ordinary Brazilian labourer, earning in 
1890, 2 $000 per diem of a sterling value of 4s. 6d.; unquestionably 
he could then afford to purchase much more foreign imported goods 
than at present, when he certainly does not earn more than 4 $000, 
on an average, of the sterling value of 2s. 6d. 

He naturally looks out, under such circumstances, for some 
cheaper substitute for what he hitherto used, sacrificing, generally, 
real economy to appearance. 

In addition to this cause, their exists a real obstinacy amongst 
British manufacturers in adapting themselves to new conditions 
and demands. 

Take for example locomotives. Why is it that all over South 
America, except on some English lines, American locomotives are 
used and preferred? Does this not point to some indisputable 
advantages and superiority in these machines, or their greater 
adaptability to local conditions? Yet British manufacturers insist 
on imposing their heavy rigid models, unmindful of the fact that 
they are losing a most important trade. It ought not to be a very 
difficult matter to produce a new model on American lines, at 
least as good if not better, if manufacturers really bent their mind 
to the matter. There are some branches of trade from which the 
United Kingdom is being ousted by sheer impossibility of com- 
peting on equal terms. Steel.rails, for example, are being placed 
in Brazil by American makers at prices at which competition 
seems useless in England. It is certain that unless English 
makers can compete as regards price they will lose the trade, and 
although in that particular branch it may be more difficult, still the 
fact remains that English producers are threatened in the only one 
of which they were thought to possess a virtual monopoly. 

To what does all this point? except to the necessity of improv- 
ing home methods, both of production and distribution. 

That there are many matters abroad that deserve attention is 
not to be doubted, but the chief cause of the decadence of British 


. 


Nov. 1898.] COMPETITION WITH BRITISH TRADE IN BRAZIL. 545 


trade will probably be found to be traceable to carelessness and 
want of energy at home, rather than any particular impediments 
abroad. 

There is, however, one local feature which has received but scant 
attention hitherto—that is the gradual disappearance of the local 
British merchant as a distributor of even British goods. 

Local retail trade has never been much patronised in any part of 
South America by Englishmen, but until within a few years the 
principal importing houses in every port along both coasts were 
almost exclusively British. 

To-day, not only have other nationalities, especially German, 
superseded the British in numbers and often in importance, but 
they are steadily growing, whilst the British are becoming fewer 
and fewer every day, and in some places have almost disappeared 
altogether. 

This is not an exaggerated picture, and presents a more serious 
menace to British foreign trade, perhaps, than any other feature. 
At present German and other merchants are content to act as 
distributors of products in Brazilian markets because they can buy 
cheaper or better in England than elsewhere; but as soon as the 
same goods can be substituted by others equally good and cheap 
of their own manufacture, is it not logical to expect that the sub- 
stitution will be effected? Foreign manufacturers are quickly 
approaching British standards of excellence and price, and in some 
cases excelling them, of that there can be no question. If, therefore, 
the trade with these countries is not to be lost, let merchants at home 
take some account of the methods of distribution, and not abandon 
to others a branch of trade so vitally important. 

In this respect they have much to learn from German methods, 
which aim at producing merchants and clerks and multiplying 
means of distribution, rather than at monopoly. 

The days of merchant princes are gone, and must be replaced by 
co-operation and participating of profits if British commerce is to 
survive in Brazil or anywhere else. 
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XII—CUSTOMS TARIFF OF JAPAN.* 


The following is a statement of the Rates of Import Duties 
established by the recent General Tariff Law of Japan, with 
additional particulars showing the Conventional rates of duty on 
various Articles as fixed by Treaties between Japan and other 
Powers. 

Note.—1. Under the heading ‘‘ Conventional Rates fixed by 
Treaties,” “‘F” stands for the Japanese Treaty with France, “G” 
for that with Germany, “A” for that with Austria-Hungary, 
and “ U.K.” for that with the United Kingdom. 


2. The specific rates of duty stated under the same heading are 
those fixed by the Supplementary Convention between the United 
Kingdom and Japan as the equivalents of various ad valorem 
rates, established by the Treaty of the 16th July, 1894. The 
corresponding ad valorem rate is, in each case, mentioned for 
purposes of reference. 


3. Where the letters “G” and “ F” as well as “ U.K.” occur 
in cases where specific rates of Conventional duties are stated, it 
is to be understood that, although the corresponding ad valorem 
rate is the same in all three Treaties, the specific rate is fixed by 
the U.K. Treaty alone. If, on the conversion of ad valorem to 
specific rates under the German and French Treaties, any reduc- 
tions are made on the specific rates stated, imports into Japan 
from the United Kingdom will have the advantage of such reduc- 
tions under the most-favoured-nation clause in our Treaty. 

4. In some cases Conventional rates of duty have been fixed 
for articles included under a more or less comprehensive heading 
in the General Tariff. In these instances, the Treaty classification 
is given in italics. 


es Conventional Rates 
28 Classification of Articles. established] Japan and 
CLASS I.—DUTIABLE ARTICLES, | 4¢ valorem. 
Group 1.—Armzs, clecks, watches, scientific 
instruments, and niachinery :— 
1 Cannon, muskets, pistols, side-arms, pro-| 25 °/, 
jectiles, cartridges, and other arms 
2{ Balances, and measuring scales and tapes} 10 ,, 
4 | Binocular glasses— 
(a) with leather or 15 ,, F., 10 °/, ad 
(4) All other kinds Sm 20 ,, valorem. 
5 | Clocks and parts of.. 10 °/, ad valorem. 


See also page 510. 
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Classification of Articles. 


liates ot 
| Duty 
lestablished 
by General 

Tariff. 


i 


Conventional Rates 
fixed by Treaties 
between Japan and 
other Powers. 


GROUP 1.—Continued. 
Compasses and chronometers (for naviga- 
tion) and parts thereof 
Crucibles, all kinds of ane 
Cutlery (not otherwise specified) ... 
Diving apparatus and parts of... ove 
Electric light machinery and parts of... 
Fire-engines and parts of 
Implements, agricultural, and ‘av tisans’ 
tools, and parts of 
Musical instruments and accessories... 
Instruments, philosophical, chemical 
drawing, surveying, surgical, and ail 
other scientific instruments std other- 
wise specified) ... 
Instruments, scientific, “use in 
drawing, §¢. 


Photographic instruments and apparatus] 


and parts of 
Locomotive engines and parts of .. 
Machines and “machinery of all kinds and 
parts thereof (not otherwise specified)... 
Printing machinery iad 
Microscopes and parts of ... 


Phonographs and parts of . 
Pumps and parts of .. ose ove 
Sewing machines and parts of ... ove 
Spectacles and parts of ... ove 
Sporting guns and parts thereof . ove 
Steam-boilers, engines, and os of 

Telephones and parts of ... ove 
Thermometers ooo ove 


Typewriters ... 

Watches, w atch-cases, ani accessories — 
(a) Of gold or platinum.. ose 
Of silver or other metal... 


Watch movements and fittings .. 0... 


GROUP 2.—Deverages and comestilles 
Mineral water, lemonade, soda water, and 
other non-alcoholic ber erages ... 
Biscuits— 
Ships’ biscuits eee ees 
(0) Fancy biscuits 
Butter... eve 
Cheese | 
Coffee .. 
Confectionery and sweetmeats 
Eggs, fresh 
Flour and meal of all cereals, and stare h.. 
Fruit, frvs!) or dried, and nuts, not other- 
wise spc ified 
Hamandbicon.., 
Fresh meat... 
Milk, condensed or desiccated 


Sterilized ... 


Ad valorem. 


10%, 


F., 10 °/,ad valorem. 
G., 5%, n 


U.K., G., dozen 1 Ib. 
tins, ‘0: 123 yen 
(equivalent of 5 °, 
ad valorem). 

G., 5°, ad valorem. 


g | 
! 
6 || | 
7 10 ,, | 
8 20 ,, | 
9 10 ,, 
10 10 ,, 
1l 10 ,, 

12 5s 
13 18 » 1 
14 

10 ,, | 
15. 15 ,, | 
16 10 ,, | 
17 
10 ,, 
18 10 | 
19 
20 wa me 
21 eee 10 ” 
22 wd 105 
23 i 
24 
25 = 
26 
27 
28 
29 
=. 
31 | 
32 
10 
15 ,, 
33 
34 15 ,, | 
35 20°. 
36 | 25. 
38 10 
39 15, 
40 15 | 
41 10 ,, 
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of Conventions! Rates 

Classification of Articles. established y Treaties 

by General apan and 

Tariff. 
Group 2.—Continued. Ad valorem, 


44 | Salt, sea or rock— 
(a) Crude ... ove (10g 
(>) Refined eee eee eee 15 ” 
45 | Salt fish one 15 


46 | Salte| meat . 
47 | Sekikwasai (gelidinm corneum) | 
48; Tea 23 


49 Vegetables, green, dry, or salted ... a = “e 
50 | All other comestibles ove 


Group 3.—(Clothing and accessories :— 
51 | Boots and shocs (all kinds of) ... 
52 | Braces and suspenders— 
(a) Entirely or partly of silk ... se ee 


(5) All other kinds 20 ,, 
studs and sleeve or cuff buttons or links) 20 ,, 
Buttons of ali sorts... soe ovo A., 10 °/, ad valorem, 


54 | Comforters, neckerchiefs, or mufflers— 
(a) Entirely or partly of silk ... oo]. Pw 
(6) All other kinds ose oof 
55 | Gloves (all kinds of) ose 
56 | Hats, caps, and bonnets— 
(a) Ornamented with gold, silverorgems| 30 ,, 

(6) Entirely or parily of silk ... ou: ie U. K., G., 10 °/, 

57 | Scarves and neckties-— 
(a) Entirely or partly of silk ... coo] §6=— 2 5 


58 | Shawls— 
(a) Woollen, embroidered, or entirely} 25 ,, 
: or partly of silk 
All other kinds ad 
59 | Shirts.. «od Dy» 


60 | Socks, hose, or ‘stockings, knit— 
(4) Of cotton, of wool, and cotton and} 20 ,, 
wool, mixed 
(6) Of silk. entirely or partly . » 
(¢) All other kinds 20 ,, 
61 | Studs, and sleeve or cuff buttons, or links— 
(a) Of gold or platinum, whether with} 30 ,, 
or without gems, coral, pearls, &c. 
(0) All cther kinds 25 » 
62 | Trimmings of al] kinds, including braids, 
cords, ribbons, laces, fringes, gimps, 
tassels, knots, stars, metallic threads 
and braids, and all other kinds not 
otherwise specified— 
(a) Entirely or partly of gold or on 30 ,, 
(4) Entirely or partly of silk ee 25 ,, 
(ec) All cther kinds gs 
63 | Undershirts and drawers, knitted— 
(a) Of cotton, wool, or mixed cotton; 20 ,, 
and wool 
(6) Of silk, entirely or partly ... ot, “26.4 
(ce) All other kinds ove 20, 
64 | Waterproof coats— 
(a) Entirely or partly of silk ... ei oe 
(4) All other kinds 
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of Conventional Rates 
Eg Classification of Articles. established ed by Treaties 
Sz by General between Japan and 
Tariff. other Powers. 
Group 3.— Continued, Ad valorem, 
65 | All other clothing and accessories— 
(a) Entirely or partly of silk ... «ol Se 
(2) All other kinds 
4.—Drugs, medicines and chemi- 
cals ;— 
67 » salicylic os G., ad valorem, 
68 » tartaric ove 10, 
69 | Alcohol ove od 
71 | Antifebrine ... ove “ae 
72 | Antipyrin ... oes ooo ooo | 
73 | Betelnut 
74 | Biakijutsu (radix atractylis ovata, alba) ... 10, 
75 | Bismuth, subnitrate of ... 10 ,, | G., 10 °/,ad valurem, 
76 Bleaching powder (chloride of lime or calx 10 ,, , 
chlorinata) 
77 | Borax (socii biboras) 
78 | Camphor, Borneo and Blumea, or "Ngai cil Wy 
79 |. Cassia or cinnamon bark ... ee] 10 
81 | Cataria, leaf of one 
82 | Cinchona bark 
83 | Cinchonine (muriate or sulphate of) 
84] Cinnabar _ (hydrargyri sulphuretum| 10 ,, 
rubrum) 
85 | Cloves (caryophyllus) _... see 
86 | Cocaine hydrochloride 
87 | Cod liver oil (oleum morrhuz) ... gs } 
88 | Collodion, photographic, with iodizer 10 ,, 
89 | Radix Columba (Colombo)... «| 10,, 
90 | Bezoar, cow ... 
91 | Cutch and gambier (extractum “catechu 
nigrum and extractum terra Japonica] — 
or catechu pallidium) ... ove 10 
92 | Gentian (radix gentiana) ... ... 10,4, 
93 | Ginseng (panax) ... ove 
94 | Glycerine... wl 26 
95 | Gum Arabic, or acacia 
96 » benzoin, or benzoinum ove él 
97 » dagon’s blood, or sanguis draconis...} 10 ,, 
98 » myrrh,ormyrrha... 
101 | odiform ove eee 
102 | Ipecac (radix i ir ecacuanha) 
103 | Jalap (radix jalapze) 
104 | Lead, acetate, or sugar of ... ooo oS a. 
105 Liquorice (radix glycyrrhiza) ... 
106 | Mawo (epedora vulgaris) ... 10 ,, 
107 | Manganese, black oxide of (manganesii 
oxidum nigrum) . Dy 
108 | Morphine, hydroc hlorate or sulphate of 
109 | Musk (moschus) ... 
110 » artificial ove coo] 68155, 
111 | Nard, or spikenard ... 10.,, 
112 Phosphorus, amorphous... G., 10°, ad valorem. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Kates of Conventional Rates 
Duty fixed by Treati 

by Genera!| 2-tween Japan and 

Tariff. other 
Group 4.—Centinued. Ad valorem. 
113 | Vilocarpine, hydrochlorate of (pilocarpina} 10 %/, 
hydrochloras) 

114 | Potash, bromide of (potasii bromidum) .. 10.,, 

115 » Chlorate of (potasii chloras) ,, G., 10 °/, ad valorem. 

116 _lodide of (potasii 10 ,, 

117 | Putchuk 10 

118 | -Quinine, . hydrochlorate or sulphate of 10 ,, 87) a 
(quinia hydrochloras, or sulphas) 

119 | Rosin ... 10 ,, 

120} Rhubarb, in lump or ground (radix rheum) 10 ,, 

121 ; Saffron (crocus) 10 

122 | Saltpetre (potasii nitras) .. .. «| 10,, U.K., G., 100 catties, 
yen (equiva- 
lent of 5 °%, ad 

valorem). 

123 | Santonine (santoninum) ... ope 

124 | Sarsaparilla (radix sarsa) . i, 

125 wormsced (semen santonica) 

127 | Soda ash eu 10 ,, 

128 » bicarbonate of ‘Godii bicarbonas) | 10 ,, 

329 caustic (sodii caustica) 

130 » crystals, washing soda cs oes 20 .,, 

131 Salicylate of (sodii salicylas) 

132 | Sojitsu (radix atractylus lancea)... 

135 | Wogon (radix scutellaria lanceolaria) aa. 

136 | All other drugs, medicines, and chemicals} 10 ,, 

Bromide (? bromine) .. G.,10°), ad 
arsenite of ivdine of ‘potassium eee 

Insect powder ... ove ove A, 5°, ad orem, 

GROUP 5.—Dyes, and ‘paints : 

137 | Alizarine dyes &, 10 ” 

138 | Aniline dyes .. 10 ,, G., F., 10%,» 

139 | Blue, mineral (ary or liquid) 

143 | Emerald green 10 ,, 

144 Galls of allkinds ... 0, 

145 | Gamboge 

146 | Goid, or ‘platinum, liquid 

.147-| Indigo, dry ... ene one U.K., 109 catties, 
12°953 yen (equiva- 
lent of 10 %, ad 
valorem) 

148 ” Hquia..; eee 10 ” 

149 » extract ‘and Indigo carmine web 10 ,, 

150 | Lead (ai! colours) ... iba 10 ,, 

151 | Logwood, chips ose 

152 » extract of... Sis 10 Gy F120 
valorem 

158 | Mangrove bark Se Dy, 

154; Paintinoil ... ove ose U.K., G., 100 catties, 

yen (equiva- 
lent of 10 %, ad 
valorem) 

155 | Safflower... vee vee soy? 


| 
> 
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Kates of | Conventional Rates 
Duty fixed by Treaties 
Classification of Articles, established] J ad 
aA by General] 
Tariff other Powers. 
Group 5.— Continued. Ad talorem. 
156 | Sapan wood ... aa 10 °/ 
157 | Smalt... bee 10:;,, 
159 | Ultramarine .., Wee ose 10. 
162 | Verdigris ... ose 
163 |. Vermilion... wee 
164 | WanshoorGosu... whe 
165 | White zinc ... 
166 | All other dyes, colours, and ‘paints 
Group 6.— Glass and ylass 
167 | Glass, window (ordinary)— | yen 
(a) Uncoloured and unstained...“ equivalent of 8 
ad valorem). 
Coloured, stained, or ‘ground by U. G., 10%, ad 
valorem. 
168 | Glass, plate (silvered or unsilvered) 
169 ;, beads, known as Venetian beads ...| 20 ,, 
170 » broken or powdered... 
171 » looking 25 5, 
172 » all other manufactures of (not 20 5, 
otherwise provided for) 
Wares of glass or erystal, and vitrifi- 
cations, other than window glass, 
including glass lamps and glass 
parts or accessories of lamps ae yen A., 10%, ad valorem. 
Group 7.—Grain and seeds :— 
174 Beansand pease ... See 
175 |. Indian corn ... 
177 | Sesame, or sesamum., coe 5, 
178 | Wheat... 
179 | All other grains and. seeds not otherwise 
provided for 
GRouP 8.—Horns, ivory, skins, hair, shells, 
180 | Bones, animal 
181 | Feathers and downs, ‘all kinds... ool 2B 55 
182 | Furs, dressed or otherwise . 25 ,, 
183 | Hair, animal (excluding wool, oe hair, 5» 
sad camels’ hair) 
184 | Hair, human.. 20; 
185 | Hides or skins, bull, ‘ox, cow, and buffalo ws 
(raw, dried, salted, or pickled, and un- 
dressed. 
186 | Hides or ie deer (raw, dried, salted 5 
or pickled, and undressed) 
187 | Hides or skins, samba (cervus elaphus) 
salted, or and un- 
By 
1:9 Horns, bull, ox, cow, ‘and buffalo 
191 | » Thinoceros ... ine jail? 
192 | Ivory or tusks, elephant ... ove 


i 


i 
i] 
| 
| 

{ 
. 
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Conventional Rates 

Classification of Articles. established| , by Treaties 
between Japan and 

AA by General ther P 

Tariff. other Powers, 
GROUP 8.— Continued. Ad valorem. 

193 | Ivory or tusks, elephant (waste)... 10% 

194 narwhal or unicorn 

195 walrus or seahorse... od, we 

196 Leather, sole ... U. K., G., 100 catties, 
5°690 yen (equiva- 
lent of 15 ‘°/, ad 
valorem). 

197 » ... ooo ove wa. U. K., G., 10 ad 
valorem. 

199 (waste) 15 ,, 

200 | All other bones, horns, raw hides or skins, Bx, 

and shells of animals 
201 | All other tusks or teeth of animals. a 
Group 9.—Metals and metal manufac- 
tures :— 

202 | Antimony (ingot and slab) 

203 | Brass, bar, rod, plate, and sheet ... a eS 

204 » pipes and tubes 10 ,, 

205 » SCTeWS... 

206 » Old (only fit for remanufacturing). 5 » 

207 | Copper,ingotandslab... 

208 ys _ bar, rod, plate and sheet . ce 0, 

210 » Pipes and tubes wes ; 10 ,, 

211 Wine.» 10 ,, 

212 » coins and nickel coins 5 

213 old (only fit for remanufacturing) Sy 

214 German silver (sheet, plate, rod, and wire)} 10 ,, 

Iron and mild steel— 

215 U.K., G., 100 catties, 
0°083 yen 
lent of 5 °, ad 
valorem). 

217 Bar, rod, hoop, and band” 10 ,, 

Bar and rod, exceeding }-in, in wins U.K., F., G., 100 
diameter catt‘es, 0-261 yen 
(equivalent of 74 
ad valorem). 
218 T, angle, and other similar wrought iron} 10 ,, 
and mild steel : 
219 Rails, and bolts and nuts, chairs, dog-| 10 ,, ; 
spikes, and fish-plates thereof 
Rails . ove eee eee oo 100 catties, 
0°129 yen (equiva- 
lent of 5 °%, ad 

220 Sheet and plate (plain or corrugated)...| 10 ,, U.K ,G., 100 catties, 
0°296 yen (equiva- 
lent of 7} ol, ad 

221 Galvanized sheet and plate (plain or} 10,, U.K., G.,* 10) cat- 

corrugated) ties, 0-740 yen 
(equivalent of 10 
ad valorem), 

222 Plate (diagonal or checkerel) ... 10% 


* For “Galvanized tin” in the German Treaty, 
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Conventional Rates 
Ee Classification of Articles. established| , xed by, Treaties | 
a by General ween Japan an 
ariff other Powers. 
GRovuP 9.—Continued. Ad valorem. 
Iron and mild steel— continued. 

valorem. 

224 Nails, plain or galvanized (not other-| 10 ,, 

wise provided for) 

Nails, plain ... eee eee eee eee U.K., G., 100 catties, 
0573 yen (equiva- 
lent of 10 °/, ad 
valorem). 

Nails, galvanized ... ose U.K., G., 10 ad 
valorem. 

225 Screws, bolts and nuts (not otherwise} 10 ,, U.K., G., 10 %, ad 

provided for) valorem. 

226 Tinned plates (plain, crystallized, or} 10,, U.K., G., 100 catties, 

laminated) 0°503 yen (equiva- 
lent of 10 ‘/, ad 
valorem). 

Tinned plates, ordinary eas U.K., 100 catties, 
yen (equiva- 
lent of 10 °/, ad 
valorem). 

Tinned plates, crystallized... ove UE, 10 

valorem. 
227 Wire and sma'l rod, not exceeding }in.| 10 ,, U.K., G., 100 catties, 
in diameter (plain or tinned) 0°503 yen (equiva- 
lent of 10 °/, ad 
valorem). 

228 Telegraph wire (galvanized) ... aod - Wg U.K., G., 100 catties, 
0°256 yen (equiva- 
lent of 5 %, ad 
valorem). 

229 Wire rope (plain or galvanized) 

230 me old (plain or galvanized) 5 » 

231 Old hoops, old wire, and other old iron ma 

and mild steel, only fit for remanu- 
facturing 
Lead — 

232 Pig, ingot, and slab U.K., G., 100 catties, 
0316 yen (equiva- 
lent of 5 °%, ad 
valorem), 

234 Pipes and tubes ... 

235 | Mercury U.K., 100 catties, 
5048 yen (equiva- 
lent of 5 °, ad 

valorem), 

236 | Nickel... ove 4 

Platinum— 

237 tock ove ove 

238 Bar, rod, sheet, and wire... 

239 | Solder (all kinds) ... ove eee as Ss (The Japanese Treaty 
withGermany spec- 


ifies a rate of 10 °, 
ad valorem for 
“ soldring tin.) 


| 
| 
| 
| 
ii 
| 
| 
| 
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Conventional Rates 
Classification of Articles. established | , by Treaties | 
BA by General] °° th 
Tariff. other Powers. 
GROUP 9.—Continued, 
Steel (other than mild steel)— 
valorem. 
241 Bar, rod, plate, and sheet U.K., G., 74 ad 
valorem. 
242 Pipes and tubes ... 10 ,, 
243 Wire and small rod, not “exceeding }-in, 10 ,, U.K. 100  catties, 
in diameter 1°819 yen (equiva- 
lent of 10 ‘°/, ad 
valorem). 
244 Wire (for umbrella ribs) 
245 Wire rope (plain or galvanised) 
246 Old files and other old steel (only fit ee 
= for remanufacturing) 
247 Block, pig and slab — 5» U.K. 100  catties, 
1:992 yen (equiva- 
lent of 5 ad 
valorem), 
248 Plate 10 » 10 ad 
valorem. 
249 White metal, Babbitt’s ... 
Yellow metal or Muntz metal— 
250 Sheet and plate ... 
251 Rod and bar 10 ,, 
254 Old yellow metal (only fit for remanu- 5, 
facturing) U.K., G., 100 catties, 
Zinc— 0-451 yen (equiva- 
255 Block, pig,andslab ios lent of 5 ad 
valorem). 
(| U.K., G., 100 catties, 
' lent of 74 °/, ad 
valorem). 
257 Old sheet and other old zinc (only fit Sis 
for remanufacturing) 
258 | Nailsandscrews(not 10 ,, 
259 | Anchors and chain-cables (new or old) . 101, 
260 | Bagframes ... | 
261 | Capsules (for bottles) 
262 | Chains, iron (not otherwise provided for). 15 ,, 
263 | Door-locks, knobs, bolts, hinges, &c. 15 ,, 
264 | Foils and powder of gold, silver, and other, 15 
metals 
265 | Gold and silver ware (not otherwise pro-| 15,, 
vided for) 
266 | Gold and silver plate ware (not otherwise} 25 ,, 
provided for) 
267 | Grates, fenders, stoves, and fittings thereof} 20 ,, 
268 | Safes and cash-boxes oo 
269 | Umbrella ribs and thereof 
270 | All other metals, unmanufactured or.old).. 5 ,, 
(not otherwise ‘provided for) 
271 | All other manufactures of metal or metals} 20 ,, 


not otherwise provided for 
Kitchen utensils and other articles of 
sheet iron or steel, enamelled, orna- 


mented or not 


A.,10 °/,ad valorem, 
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Rates of Conventional Rates 

g Classificati £ Articl hed fixed by Treaties 
y Tariff. other Powers. | | 


Group 10.—Oil and Waa :— Ad valorem. 
274 | Oil, beanand pea ... ... 
275 9 CASLOF. ... ase 
277 » ground nut coe a. 
278 » keroseue ... ase 
279 ” linseed eee eee eee eee 10 ” 
282 ” paraffin eee eee eee ove eee 10 ” U.K., 10 ad 
valorem. 


283 irit of turpentine... 

Bo , Chinese white... eee eee eee 10 ” } 
285 ” paraffin U.K., G., 100 catties, 
yen (equiva- 
lent of 5 %, ad | 


valorem). 

286 | Allother oiland waxes .. 10, 

Group 11.—Paper and Stationery :— 
287 | Albums (photographic and postage stamp)} 25 ,, 
288 | Books, blank, or printed blank, and printed} 15 ,, 
plank forms 

289 | Ink, prising copying, writing, and litho-| 15 ,, 

290 Chinese, all kinds ... 155, G. 10°), ad valorem. 

291 ” hanging eee eee eee 15 ” G., ” “99 

292 ” printing one eee ove eee 15 ” U. K., a. 100 catties, 
1163 yen 
lent of 10 °%, 
valorem). 7 

293 all other eco G., 10 °/, ad valorem. 


294 | Pencils— 
(a) In gold or platinum... 30, 
295 | Pen nibs— 
(a) Gold eee eee eee eee 80 ” 
296 | Sealing-wax ... save ove 


Group 12.—Sugar :— 
299 Sugar eee eee eee eee eee eee 5 ” 
300 ” Te. fined... eee eee eee 20 ” U.K..,G.,No. 15taNo. 
20 Dutch standard, 
100 catties, 0:748 
yen (equivalent of 
10°, ad valorem), 
Above No. 20 Dutch 
standard, 100 cat- 
ties, 0 ‘827 yen 
(equivalent of 
ad valorem). | 


301 ” rock, candy eee eee eee eee 25 ” - 
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Rates of Conventional Rates 


Duty 
ERS Classification of Articles. established 
aan by General 
Tariff. other Powers, 
Group 13.—Tissues, yarns, threads, and 
materials thereof :— Ad valorem. 


No. 1— 

304 Cotton yarn, for weaving purposes ...| 10°, | U.K.,G., 100 catties, 
4°180 yen 

lent of 8 ‘°/, ad 


valorem). 

305 read, for sewing | 

306 cloth Ux... 10 °, ad 
valorem 

307 Cotton damasks ... ... Us. G. ad 
valorem. 

0-016 yen 
lent of 10 ‘°, ad 
valorem). 

309 +» ducks U.K., G., sq. yd. 
0°053 yen (equiva- 
lent of 10 ‘°/, ad 
valorem), 

310 »  ptintsandchintzess .. 15, {U.K G,, yd, 
0°012 yen on 
lent of 10 
valorem). 

311 »  satins, brocades, Italians, 15 ,, -G,,. 

figured shirtings 0-017 yen 
lent of 10 
valorem) 


312 Cotton velvets or velveteens ... 1S U.K., G., sq. 
0.041 yen (equiva- 
lent of 10 °/, ad 


U.K., G., 10 %, ad 


314 Shirtings, grey... .. 15, |U.K, G, sq. yd. 


lent of 10 °/, ad 
valorem). 

315 white or bleached... ool U.K., G., sq. yd. 
0°010 yen (equiva- 
lent of 10 ‘/, ad 
valorem). 

0-011 yen (equiva- 
lent of 10 °/, ad 


valorem). 
lent of 10 °/, ad 
valorem). 
318 Taffachele s eee eee eee 15 ” U.K., 10 ad 
valorem 


319 T clcth ‘suirling of narrow width) 15 ,, U.K., G., sq. yd. 
0°009 yen (equiva- 


lent of 10 °, ad 
valorem). 
$20 cambric8 |: F., G., 8q. yd. 
0-012 yen (equiva- 
lent of 10 °/, ad 
valorem). 


2g 
nd 
Tal em. 
| yen equiva- 
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Conventional Rates 
BS Classification of Articles. established| , {xed by Treaties 
z between Japan and 
other Powers. 
GROUP 13.—Continued. Ad valorem. 
No. 1—continued. 

321 Victoria lawns... 15 | U.K., sq. yd. 0°006 
yen (equivalent of 
10 °/, ad 

322 All other cotton tissues (of cotton) 15 ,, 10 °/, ad 

wholly or in part, the cotton in the valorem, 
latter case, however, predominating 
in weight) 
Handkerchiefs in the piece U.K., sq. yd. 0°011 
yen (equivalent of 
No. 2— 10 °/, ad valorem). 

323 Woollen and worsted yarns (all kinds)... 10, |U.K., G., F., 100 
catties, yen 
(equi valent of 8 a 
ad valorem). 

324 K., G., F., sq. yd. 
0°075 yen 
lent to 10 ad 

825 Balzarine ... 10% 
‘valor rem. 

0°031 yen (equiva- 
lent of 10 °/, ad 
valorem, 

327 Camlets, lastings, and crape lastings ...| 15 ,, UE. Got, 10°%, 
ad valorem. 

328 Camlet cords Ditto ditto 

329 China figures a Ditto ditto 

330 Flannel (wholly of wool, or of wool] 15 ,, U.K., G., F., sq. yd. 

and cotton) 0:044 yen (equiva- 
lent of 10 “/, ad 
valorem. 

331 Italian cloths 16 U.K., G., F., sq. yd. 
0°029 yen (equiva- 
lent of 10 ‘/, ad 
valorem. 

832 Longells ... 16 ,, U.K., G., F., sq. yd. 
yen (equiva-. 
lent of 10 ‘/, ad 
valorem). 

333 Mousseline de laine (of wool or of wool] 15 ,, e., G., F.,:0¢ yd. 

and cotton) yen (equiva- 
lent of 10 ‘°/, ad 
valorem). 
Mousseline de laine (unbleached or “oh 
bleached for printing) valorem. 

334 Orleans and lustres U.K., G., F., 10%, ad 
valorem, 

Serges, with warp of worsted and ove U.K., G., F., sq. yd. 
weft of wool 0°056 yen ( - 
lent of 10 °/, ad 
Serges, other hinds... 
336 Spanish stripes ...  ... Ditto ditto 


i} 

} 

i 

i] 
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es Conventional Rates 
Classification of Articles. established| , by Treaties 
ae by G 1 between Japan and 
other Powers 
Tariff.. a 
GRCUP 13.— Continued. Ad talorem. 
No. 9—Coxtinued. 

337 W< ollen cloths, all kinds 15°), 

(Wholly of woollen or w orsted yar ”, oe U.K., G., F., sq. yd. 
or of woollen and worstvd yarns, 0-093 yen (equiva- 
such as broad, narrow, and army lent of 10 °/, ad 
cloth, cassimeres, tweeds, and valorem). 
worsted coatirgs) 

(Partly of wovlien or worsted yarn) 15 ,, U.K., G., F., sq. yd. 
and partly of cotton yarn, such as 0-039 yen (equiva- 
pilot, president, and union cloth) lent of 10 °/, ad 

valorem). 

338 Woollen damask ... ots ve 15 ,, U.K., G., F., 10°, ad 
valorem. 

340 All other woollen tissues (ef wool.) 15 ;, Ditto ditto 

wholly or in part, the wool in the 

latter case, however, predominating 

in weight) 

No. 3— 

341 Silk, raw, thread, “tama,” “noshi,”| 15 ,, 

waste, and raw silk of wild eccoons 

342 Silk, floss ... 

343 Silk, spun, for weaving "purposes, and| 15 ,, 

thread partly of silk 

344 Silk threads (not otherwise provided 20 = 

for) 

345 Crape, Chinese... = 20 ,, 

346 Silk pongee, Chinese... 20 ,, 

347 Silk satins, Chinese 

348 Silk- figured satins, Chinese 

349 Silk-faced cotton satins ... U.K., G., F., 10 °,*. 

350 Silk or silk and cotton tissues, em-| 25 ie 

broidered 

351 All other silk tissues (of silk wholly or, 20 ,, 

in part, the silk in the latter case, 

however, predominating in weight) 

Silk satins, and satixs of silk and F., 10 °/, ad valorem, 
cotton nixed 

Half sith satin ... 

No, 4— 

352 Flax yarn, for weaving purposes 10. U.K., G., 100 catties, 
6 527 yen (equiva. 
lent of 8 °%, ad 
valorem) 

353 » threads, for sewing purposes ae 

354 Canvas _... are die 15 ,, U.K., G., F., sq. yd. 
0°047 yen (equiva- 
lent of 10 °/, ad 
valorem). 

355 Linen (grey, white, dyed, or printed) ...| 15 ,, U.K., G., 10°, ad 
talorem. 

356 »  damasks ... Ditto ditto 


* Silk-faced cotton satins ; all other mixcd goods of cotton and silk or of wool 
and silk, in which the cotton or wool predominate in weight, will pay under the 


Tariff Nos. 322 or 340. The 10° 


Tate is fixed by the Treaty with France for 


“silk satins and satins of silk ada cotton mixed,” the rate mentioned in the 
British and German Treaties for “silk faced cotton satins ” being £5 °, ad valcrem, 


i 
Th 
\ 
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— Conventional Rates 

Pa Classification of Articles. established | ed by Treaties 

wi by General| between Japan and 
Tariff. other Powers. 


357 


358 


GROUP 13.—Continucd. 


No. 4— Continued. 


All other linens (of flax, wholly or in 
part, the flax in the latter case, how- 
ever, predominating in weight) 


No. 5— 


Blankets of all kinds, singly or in piece 


Carpets or carpeting, Brussels ... 

felt 
hemp or jute... 
patent 
all other .. 
Chikufu ... ove 
Curtains— 

(a) Of silk, wholly or in ail 
(6) All others ... 
Elastic boot webbings— 
(a) Of silk in part eee 
(0) All others... 
Elastic braids or cords ... san 
Handkerchiefs— 
(a) Of cotton, linen, or of linen and 
cotton (singly or in piece) 
(b) Of silk or lace... Sis 
Mosquito nets, all kinds .. 
Leathe: cloths (for furniture, &e.) 
Oil cloths and linoleum cloths (for floor) 
Table cloths or covers— 
(a) Of silk. wholly or in part coe 
(6) All others ... 
Towels (all kinds, singly | or in piece) 
Travelling-rugs (singly or in piece) — 
(a) Of silk ia part 
All others ... eee 
Twine of cotton or of hemp, flax, jute, 
Maniila hemp, or China grass 
Yarns and threads (all kinds not other- 
wise provided for) 
Yarns, hemp, or jute, for 
Yarns of all sorts (i.e., other t 
cotton, linen, hemp, jute, and 
woollen or worsted) 
All other plain tissues... 
All other finished tissues— 
(a) Of ples wholly or in part... 
(6) Allothers ... 


eee eee 


Group 14.—TZvbacco 


Cigars and cigarettes 

Cigarettes —_ in paper 
Snuff ... 

Tobacco, 


eee eee 


ail other prepared se 


” 


Ad valorem, 


18%, 


U.K., G., 10 °%, 
valorem) 

U.K., 100 catties, 
7-458 yen (equiva- 
lent of 10 ad 
valorem). 


ad valoren. 
U.K 10 °, ad 
valorem. 


| 
= 
859 | 20 
360 20 ,, 
361 20 ,, 
362 20 » 
363 20 ,, 
364 15 ,, 
365 H 
25 
20 
366 
20 
15 
367 
368 
25 
369 20 ,; 
370 15 ,, 
371 
372 
25° ,, 
20 ,, 
373 15 ,, 
374 
25 ,, 
375 10 ,, 
376 
377 15 ,, 
378 
25 
20 ;, 
379 eee oe 40 ” 
380 40 ,, 
382 40 ,, 
383 33 
384 = 40 
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Rates of Cunventional Rates 
Duty fixed by Treaties 
Classification of Articles. established a 
aa by Gencral 
Tariff. other Powers. 
GRouP 15.—Wines, liquors, and spirits :-— | 44 
385 | Beer, ale, porter, and stout... sels | 265% 
886 | Brandy 40 ,, 
388 | Chinese liquors, all kinds ... 
389 | Gin... al 40 ,, 
390 all kinds 40 ,, 
391 Port woe eee 35 ” F., ” ” 
392 | Rum ... 40 ,, 
393 | Saké (similar ‘to that made in Japan) 40 ,, 
394 Sherry... eee 35 ” F., ” ’ 
395 Vermuth one ove 35 ,, 
396 | Whisky ; 40 ,, 
397 | Wines (red or white) 35, | 
398 or distilled liquors of all other| 40 
inds 
399 | Wines or fermented liquors of all other} 35 ,, 
kinds 
Wine not otherwise mentioned 
GRovuP 16.— Miscellaneous 
400 | Aloeswood ... 10 ,, 
401 | Amber— 
(4) Wrought 20 ,, 
402 | Animals: cattle, horse, ass, mule, sheep. 5S i» 
goat, fowl 
Horses ... A. Free. 
404 | Asbestos (in sheet or board). 10: 
405 | Bamboo (unwrought) ee 
406 | Beltings of leather, caoutchouc, or "canvas 10s 
(for machinery) 
407 | Billiard tables and accessories... 30 ,, 
408 | Blasting gelatine and similar explosives, 15 ,, 
detonators, and fuses 
409 | Bricks and tiles (for building eg 10 ,, 
410 | Brushes and brooms (all kinds) ... 20 4» 
411 | Canes, sticks, and whips = 
412 | Caoutchouc and 
(a) Crude ... Dies 
(5) Sheet ... 10 ,, 
(c) Manufactures of, not otherwise pro- 10 
vided for valorem. . 
413 | Carriages, bicycles, tricycles, and parts} 25 ,, 
thereof 
414 | Cars or carriages, railway passenger, and} 10 ,, G. 5°), ad valorem. 
parts thereof 
415 | Cars or waggons, railway freight, 10 ,, 
parts thereof 
416 | Cars or carriages, 1tramway, and parts) 10,, 
thereof 
417 | Cars or drays for conveyance of goods 10 ,, 
418 | Celluloid— 
(a.) In sheet or rod ooo 10, 
419 | Cement, Portland ... U.K., G., 100 catties, 


0-065 yen 
lent of 5 °, a 


valorem). 
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“ee of Conventional Rates 


Classification of Articles. established| , xed by Treaties 


between Ja 
pan and 
by other Powers. 
Ad valorem. 
420 | Chalk and whiting . 
421 | Charcoal, wood and animal... kes San 5 yy 


422 | Clay (all 'kinds) oss 5, 
423 | Coal and coal in brick 
424 | Coke ... «al 
425 | Coral (wrought or otherwise) ‘ke 30 ,, 
426 | Cordage and ropes of flax, hemp, jute, 10), 
Manilla hemp, or China grass (for rig- 


ging purposes) 

428 | Corks .. sab 
429 Diamonds (glaziers’) { 
430 | Dynamite... G., 10 °/, ad valorem. f 
431 | Emery Sands... i 
432 = cloth or paper, and sand pap ose By 
433 x wheels and all kinds of grin ea By 

434 | Felt for ships’ bottoms or for 
435 | Fireworks (all kinds) 


439 | Frames for pictures and mouldings fd, BOs 


440 | Funori (gleopeltis intricata) 
441 | Furniture, new or old (not otherwise pro- 20 ,, | 
vided for 


Furniture of ‘all sorts in bent wood ... waa A., 10 °/, ad valorem. 
442 | Games, all articles of, used in tennis, 25 ,, 
cricket, &e. (not 0 otherwise 


vided for) . 
444 | Guncotton ... 


445 | Gunpowder (all kinds) 
446 | Gypsum 5, 


447 | Hay ... 5, 
448 | Ivory, manufactures | of (not otherwise 9 
provided for) 


449 | Jewellery (set with precious stones, pearls,| 35 ,, 
&c., or otherwise) 
450 | Jewellery, imitation (set with precious} 30 ,, 
stones, pearls, &c., or otherwise) 


valorem. 
451 | Labels (bottles, tin, ... 
452 | Lamps, lanterns, and parts thereof yy 
Lamps and or accessories of 1A., 10 °/, ad valorem. 
lamps of metal. 
453 | Lard, tallow, and grease .. 10 , 


454 Leather, manufactures of (not otherwise 20 » 
provided for) 


4565 Malt eee wee eee 5 ” 
456 | Matches (all kinds) .. | 20,4, 
457 | Mattings, = dn rolls of 40 yards) 
458 20 4, 


cocoa 

459 | Mats and mattings, all other... 20 yy 
460 | Mica (insheets) ... calc 
461 | Oakum 5, 
462 | Packing, for steam engines. = 10:5 : | 
463 | Paintings, in oil or water-colour, litho-| 25 * 
graphs, chromo-lithographs,photographs, 
hojo,and all other pictures not otherwise 
provided for 


Cc 
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— of | Conventional Rates 

Classification of Articles. established Jann 

BA other Powers. 


Pitch, wood tar, and coal tar 
Plaster of Paris 
Playing cards, all kinds 
Plumbago or black lead__..... 
Porcelain and earthenware not otherwise 
provided for 
Precious stones and pearls... 
(imitation) 
Pulp ‘(for making paper) ... woe ee 
Putty .. nee ose wee 
Rattans ‘Gplit or otherwise) 
Saddles, bridles, and harness 
Sandal wood .. soe vee 
Shoe-blacking, ‘all kinds 
Smokers’ articles (articles used in smoking, 
opium excepted) 
Soap— 
(a) Toilet . ise 
Perfumer 
All other 
Soapstone, in lump or powder 
Spartcric (for hat manufacture) .. 
Sponges 
Stones and slate (not otherwise provided 
for)— 
(a) Rough or unwrought for building 
purposes, &c. 
(6) Wrought for onamental works, 
furniture, &c. 
(c) Statues, and other sculptured or 
engraved works 
Submarine sapien and subterranean tele- 


graph wire * 
Timber, (shitan)... 
Ki. 


ea 
Timbers, lumbers, boards, and planks of all 
kinds not otherwise provided for 
Toilet or dressing cases... 
” perfumed water, hair oil, tooth- 
wash, and all other cosmetics and per- 
fum 
Perfumery 
Tortoise shells, manufactures OF 
Toys (all kinds) ee 
Trunks, portmanteaux, and ‘travelling and 
courier bags 
Umbrellas, parasols, and sunshades— 
(a) Of silk, wholly or in part . 
(0) All others 
Umbrella sticks and handles (except those 
made of gold and silver) 
Vessels, steam and sailing, and boats... 
Wares of santalum or ebony wood a 
All articles, raw or unmanufactured, not 
herein enumerated 
All articles, manufactured, wholly or in 
part, not herein enumerated 


Ad valorem. 


F.,10 °/, ad valorem. 
Ditto, ditto. 


F., 10 °/, ad valorem 


464 
465 5 
466 35 ,, 
467 5, 
468 20 ,, 
469 35 ,, 
470 
471 5 
472 By. 
473 5 
474 25 
475 10 ,, 
476 20 ,, 
477 30 ,, 
478 
20 ” 
479 5, 
480 10 ,, 
481 
482 
5 ” 
20 ,, 
25 ” 
483 10 ,, 
484 sy 
485 9 
486 
487 25 ,, 
488 30 ,, 
489 25 
400 25 ,, 
491 20 ,, 
492 
25 ,, 
20 
493 20 ,, 
494 5 
495 25 ” 
496 10,, 
| 
497 20 5, 
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Tariff 


Classification of Articles, 


established 
by General 
Tariff. 


Conventional Rates 
fixed by Treaties 
between Japan and 
other Powers, 


CLASS I1.—DUTY FREE ARTICLES. 
Advertisements and signboards 
Animal bone ashes 
Atlases, maps, and charts, and other scientific 

diagrams 
Bank notes, coupons, scrips, and negotiable 

papers of all kinds 
Books, printed ; including pamphlets, copy 

books, journals, and periodicals 
Bullion, gold and silver... ... 
Cocoons, all kinds ... 
Coin, gold and silver ... 
Cotton, old... ake 
raw, ginned ... 

» and seeds 
waste ... ove 

yarn waste... 

Flax, hemp, jute, Manilla hemp, and Chinal 

grass (hackled or otherwise) 

Guano ... oa 
Gunny bags (new or old) aoa 

» cloth 
Mats, packing .. 

Models, and architectural and engineering’ 

plans 

Oil cake, in lump or powdered ay 
Opium, for medicinal purposes (imported 

by Imperial Government) 

Plants, trees, and shrubs, and roots, shoots. 

and bulbs thereof 

Rice and paddy eee eee 
Sardines (“iwashi”’) dried 
Tea-firing baskets and sieves or sis 


pans... 


goats’ hair, and “camels? hair (new or 
1d) 


” 
” 


CLASS III.—PROHIBITED ARTICLES. 


Adulterated drugs, chemicals, medicines, 
foods, and beverages considered injurious 
by laws, ordinances, and regulations 

Articles used in smoking opium... 

Articles considered by laws, ordinances, and 
regulations, dangerous to public health, 
or to plants and animals 

Articles in violation of the laws of the 
Empire respecting patents, designs, trade- 
marks, and copyright 

False coins, and imitations of coins which 
may be considered to be false coins 

Opium (opium imported by Government for 
medicinal purposes excepted) 


Books, pictures, engravings, and other 


articles so are to public peace or morals 


Prohibited. 


|| 
Rates of 
Duty | 
| 
498 Free. 
499 
500 
” 
501 
” 
502 
” 
508 
504 ” 
505 
506 
507 ” 
508 
509 
510 ” 
511 ” 
” 
512' 
513 
514 
515 ” . 
516 ” q 
517 ig | 
518 ” 
519 
520 . 
521 
522 
524 
525 
526 
527 ” 
528 
q 
529 
530 
531 & 
532 | 
c2 
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XIV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 
Tariff Classification. 


A despatch, dated 12th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, stating 
that the Russian Customs Department notifies, under Circular 
dated the 19th September/1st October, 1898, sub. No. 19,690, the 
following classification of goods. 

Solution of coal tar used for coating iron for the purpose of pro- 
tecting the latter from rust, and usually known under the name of 
“‘ Siderosten,” to be cleared under section 112 of the Tariff, duty 
roubles 1°50 copecks gold, per poud, as a chemical product not 
specially named. 


RussiA—GERMANY. 
Declaration as to measurement of merchant vessels. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy of an extract from the *‘Journal de St. Pétérsbourg” of the 
20th September/2nd October, 1898, containing the text of the 
official declaration agreed to between Russia and Germany with 
regard to the measurement of trading vessels of the two countries, 
as follows :— 

Article 1.—Russian vessels (including those of the Grand Duchy 
of Finland), measured according to the Moorsom system will be 
admitted into German and German colonial ports. and German 
vessels measured in the same way will be admitted into Russian 
ports without any fresh calculation of tonnage for the payment of 
navigation dues. These navigation dues will be calculated accord- 
ing to net tonnage. 

Article 2.—The Russian regulations not being entirely the same 
as the German regulations with regard to the manner of calculating 
the space for the crews, engines, boilers, and coal bunkers, the 
deductions under these heads for German vessels in Russian ports 
will be calculated according to the figures given in the certificates 
of measurement, issued in conformity with Russian regulations, 
without re-measurement of the vessel, provided that these 
certificates have been issued since Ist July, 1895. 

This rule will apply to Russian vessels in German ports if the 
masters of such vessels wish, and, in such a case, German 
regulations will be adhered to. 

Article 3.—Finnish and German regulations as to the measure- 
ment of vessels being in substance the same, certificates of German 
measurement issued since Ist July, 1895, will be recognised in 
Finland, without further formalities, and the net tonnage of all 
Finnish or German vessels as given in the ship’s papers, with the 
exceptions named below, will be recognised at the respective 
ports as the actual tonnage of the vessels without recourse 
to re-measurement. The regulations, however, with regard to 


i 
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the space allotted for the quarters of the captain and crews 
not being quite the same in Finland and Germany, deductions for 
Finnish vessels in German ports will be calculated according to 
German regulations, and for German vessels in Finnish ports 
according to Finnish regulations, without re-measurement in 
each case. 

Article 4.—The rule laid down in paragraph 1 of Article 2 will 
be applied to regular certificates of measurement of German vessels 
dated from 1st January, 1889, to 30th June, 1895, except that the 
Russian rule will only be applicable to the calculation for deduc- 
tions for the space for the crew, whilst deductions for the space 
for the engine, boilers and coal bunkers are determined according 
to the German certificate. In the certificates of German measure- 
ment issued prior to lst January, 1889, the net tonnage will be 
recognised without reserve. 

' Article 5.—The present declaration will come into force two 
months after the date of signature. 
(Signed 24th June/6th July, 1898.) 


Norway. 
: Proposed Tariff Alterations. 

A despatch, dated 31st October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul General at Christiania, enclosing 
copy of a measure which has just been introduced into the 
Storthing dealing with the proposed alterations in the Customs 
Tariff, which it is inteuded shall take effect from the 1st April, 1899. 

The following are some of the chief rates of duty proposed :— 

The duty on flower bulbs, which was fixed at 25 ore (33d.) in 
1857, and at 10 ore (14d.) in 1898, owing to the representations 
made by the Dutch minister, it is now proposed to do away with 
altogether. 

It is further proposed to raise the duty on heavy woollen goods 
from 30 ore (4d.) to 40 ore (54d.) per kilo. 

Carbide of calcium (calciumkarbid), which is not specially 
mentioned and which it was intended to treat as indefinite goods, 
duty 15 per cent. ad valorem, it is now proposed to make duty free— 
on the grounds that as Norway will probably produce large 
quantities of this particular article, it will be possible to export 
large quantities of it. It would, therefore, be injurious to Norway 
if other countries were to impose a duty upon this product. 

A number of fishermen wish a duty put upon fresh fish, but 
this apparently does not meet with approval. 

Some butchers wish the duty removed on entrails, plucks, &c. 
It is not proposed at present to alter the newly imposed duty, 
40 ore (54d.) per kilo on meat extracts, &c. Chrome green 
(chromgrént) is specially proposed to be duty free. Additional 
duty is not thought desirable for Sulphate of barytes (tungspath), 
and glass balls (glasballones) are suggested free of duty. 

Under free rubber goods are bells and vessels for galvanic 
materials, 


| 
| 
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Under earthenware, &c., a change is proposed as regards tiles, 
No changes are contemplated as regards liquorice in blocks, 
machinery belts or straps, nails, and wire tacks. 

The present duties on machinery are very difficult of application, 
and it has been considered desirable to impose a reasonable duty 
on all machines, but apparently the time has not yet come for a 
definite proposal. 

Under implements and tools, scythes and sickles will, it seems, 
continue to be duty free. 

Under Metals G. a duty of 1 krone (13$d.) is proposed on bells, 
&c. :—if they are of nickel or nickel-plated—cranes, values, &c., are 
excepted. 

Under the heading rice it is proposed to maintain the present 
classification, viz., without husk and with it—a special duty of 
8 ore (about 1d.) to be levied per ‘kilo for the first-named, whi! 
the present rate, 10 ore (about 14d.) per kilo would still apply to 
whole rice and rice flour. In an imported quantity it would, 
therefore, be a matter of judgment how much should be charged a 
duty of 5 ore (say a $d.) and how much one of 8 ore (about 1d.) 

Silk gauze (sigtedug of silke) is proposed duty free. Under 
Stones 8, paving stones and roughly hewn blocks are free, and the 
duty of about a farthing per kilo is proposed, reduced to 50 ore 
(63d.) per 100 kilos, for work over 3 kilos in weight. 

The proposed re-arrangement of sugar duties is considered 
undesirable, ‘To a number.of applications for the reduction of the 
duty on tea the reply given is that it is “for fiscal reasons ” that 
the duty has been put so high as it is, and fiscal considerations 
must determine the amount of duty in the future. It is admitted 
that a considerable reduction of duty might perhaps lead to such 
increased consumption that it might benefit the Customs revenue ; 
but the experiment should, it is pointed out, be made at a time 
when it can be done without risk. The duty could then probably 
not be put higher than 1 krone (133d.) per kilo. 

Owing to the representations of various associations of tobacco 
workers, it is proposed to raise the duty on cigars and cigarettes 
from 3 kroner and 60 ore (4s.) to 4 kroner (4s. 6d.) per kilo. 

The extra duty wished for in some quarters on block makers’ 

work, pulleys, barrel hoops, &c., is not approved. A duty of 
15 ore (2d.) per kilo on motor carriages is suggested. 

It is proposed that the new tariff shall come into force on 
Ist April, 1899. 

The Customs receipts are at present estimated from Ist July, 
1899, to the Ist April, 1900, at— 


Kroner. £ 
24,750,000 ... 1,875,000 
Duty on spirits 2,600,000 144,444 
» malt 2,800,000... 155,555 
Total 80,150000 .,. 1,675,000 


Rate of exchange employed in above abstract, 18 kroner = 11. 
sterling. 


| 
il 
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BELGIUM. 
Regulations concerning importation of Cattle from the Netherlands. 


A despatch dated 10th October last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Brussels, transmitting copy 
of a decree dated the 4th and published in the “ Moniteur Belge ” 
of the 8th October, which has been issued by the Minister of 
Agriculture, modifying the provisions of the decree of the 14th 
December, 1896, with regard to the importation of cattle from the 
Netherlands. 

In accordance with this decree, milch cows which have calved 
will be allowed to enter Belgium at certain frontier stations 
specified in the decree on the Ist and 15th of each month under 
the conditions already existing in regard to tuberculosis, and after 
an observation of ten days’ duration. 

The importation of sheep will also be permitted at the same 
frontier stations now allowed for horses, on the same days and at 
the same hours under which the latter are admitted. 

Milch cows and sheep coming from Holland in transit for other 
countries will be allowed to pass without undergoing any sanitary 
examination. 

This decree was to come into force on the 15th October last. 


Reduction of duty on Alcohol used in manufactures, 


A despatch, dated 28th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Brussels, transmitting copies 
of a Royal Decree, dated the 22nd October, and published in the 
‘‘Moniteur Belge” of the 26th October, extending the relief from 
excise duty granted to alcohols utilised in the manufacture of ful- 
minate of mercury, in the preparation of pharmaceutical products 
and in the manufacture of imitation leathers, from 64 francs to 
90 francs per hectolitre of alcohol. 


GERMANY. 
Tariff decisions. 


According to information received at the Foreign Office it 
was decided by the Bundesrath, on July 23rd last, that the remains 
of rice, resulting from the manufacture of rice-starch, were to be 
admitted duty-free under No. 1 b of the Customs tariff exactly in 
the same way as maize-germ-oil cakes are admitted duty free under 
the same number. They are thus admitted because it appears that 
they are only good for fodder for cattle. 

The certificate of origin for imported currants is no longer 
required in order to obtain the “treaty” or reduced Customs 
duty on entering Germany. This alteration is made because it 
appears that currants are not imported from countries which do 
not enjoy most favoured nation treatment. 
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Handkerchiefs made out of mixed fabrics of linen and cotton 
threads are only not to be treated as cotton goods when the cotton 
threads are in the edges or borders and when they are quite unim- 
portant. According to this decision only single threads are to be 
ignored. The treatment under No. 2p of the tariff is, on the 
other hand, to be applied as soon as the cotton threads in the linen 
handkerchiefs are woven in either single or in alternate stripes, 
and when they are, nevertheless, so numerous as to form a 
noticeable em~cllishment. 


GERMANY—EastT AFRICA. 
New Customs Tariff for the Inland Frontier. 


A despatch, dated 5th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, forwarding copy 
and translation of a new customs tariff for the inland frontier of 
German East Africa, which was published in the ‘“ Reichsanzeiger ” 
of the 3rd October. This tariff came into force on the Ist August 
last, and would appear to conform to the Agreement of 22nd 
December, 1890, inasmuch as “all articles for barter” and 
«European articles of use” are now to be charged a duty of 5 per 
cent. ad valorem on importation over the inland frontier. “‘ Spirits 
of all kinds” are, however, to pay at the rate of 20 per cent. ad 
valurem, and “all weapons and shooting accessories” are liable to 
a 10 per cent. duty. 

The full translation of the above-mentioned tariff can be seen on 
application at the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Tariff Requlations. 


A despatch, dated 21st October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin, reporting 
that it is stated in the “Cologne Gazette” that within the territory 
included in the free port of Kiao-Chau no duties will be levied on 
goods to be consumed in the German district, with the exception 
of an excise duty on opium. Only goods in transit from and to 
Chinese territory will be subjected to duty, according to the rates 
fixed by the Treaties. 


FRANCE. 
Customs examination of Goods, 


The monthly circular of the British Chamber of Commerce in 
Paris states, in its October issue, that numerous complaints having 
lately reached the Customs Administration in regard to damage 
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caused to goods examined at the Customs, the Directeur Général 
des Douanes has issued a circular containing an important notice 
to the public, of which the following is a full translation :— 

“ Parcels passing through the Customs are sometimes damaged, 
or goods are abstracted therefrom, or the parcels themselves never 
reach the addressee. The public, unaware generally, especially if 
they inhabit the ay em of the rules concerning the passing of 
goods through the Customs, lay upon the Customs officers the 
responsibility for the damage which they have suffered. They 
address complaints to the Central Administration or to the local 
officers, requiring researches which are all the more difficult 
for the Customs officers in that they do not come within their 
competence. These researches are, in addition, followed by very 
lengthy explanations which have no object, and no result but the 
demonstration of the fact that the Customs service is not legally 
responsible. The least of the inconveniences resulting from this 
practice is the loss of time thereby caused to the officers and 
employees who have to investigate the cases. 

“Tn order to remedy this evil, I have caused a notice to be printed 
which, by stating the rule of the Customs; informs the public of 
the steps which they must take, in order that their complaints 
should reach the proper quarters and be duly attended to.” 

The text of this notice is as follows :— 

“The law requires that merchandise imported or exported 
should be declared in detail in places where Customs offices are 
open. Declarations are made upon printed forms, especially 
provided for this purpose, by the owners or addressees of the goods 
or by their duly appointed agents, or by the shippers, railway 
companies, navigation agents, &c., who in Customs matters are 
held to be the legal representatives of the interested parties. 
These are all alike designated in Customs transactions by the 
name of déclarant. In compliance with the provisions of the law, 
the examination of goods by Customs officers can take place only 
in presence of the déclarant. On the other hand, the parties 
making the declaration are responsible for the unpacking, the 
re-packing, and in general everything connected with the handling 
of the goods. The Customs service has nothing whatever to do 
with this. No damage or abstraction of articles can, therefore, be 
ascribed to the Customs service by the addressees of the goods. 
If the addressees have any complaints to make, they must make 
them directly to the parties responsible for the declaration, and 
whose name and address appear on the bill which is presented 
when the goods are delivered. If goods sent from abroad do not 
reach their destination, the persons interested must complain not 
to the Administration of Customs, or to the Minister of Finances, 
but to the railway companies which, according to the route followed, 
must have taken charge of the goods on their entering the country.” 
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NETHERLANDS. 
Tarif’ Modifications. 

A despatch dated 27th October last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at the Hague, transmitting 
copy and translation of a Royal Decree, dated 7th October last, 
granting exemption from taxation for vinegar and liqueous acid 
on behalf of lucifer match manufactories, on the basis of the 
regulations enacted by the Royal Decree of 12th July, 1847, and 
by the Royal Decree of the 26th November, 1876, and under such 
further precautions against abuse as shall be considered necessary 
by the Minister of Finance. 3 


SPAIN. 
Suspension of Export Taw. 


With reference to a note on p. 386 of the “Board of Trade 
Journal” for last month, a despatch dated 7th October last has 
been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at 
Madrid, transmitting copy and translation of a Royal Decree sus- 
pending the export tax imposed by the Budget Law of the 28th 
June last. 

In the preamble to the: Royal Decree the Minister of Finance 
states that, in spite of the enormous expenses to be met on account 
of the war, the fact that, the Protocol has been signed with the 
United States makes it not absolutely necessary to impose all the 
extraordinary war surcharges. It being desirable to encourage 
trade in every way possible, and the export tax having been the 
subject of constant complaint, the Government have decided on 
suspending it. 

The decree is as follows :— 

Article 1.—Suspends the tax of 2} per cent. on the value of 
merchandise on exportation established by the additional article 
of the Budget Law of 28th June last. This suspension will come 
into force on the 10th October, and will be applied to all bills 
of lading presented after that date. 

Article 2.—Cork in pieces, old linen, cotton, or hemp rags, &c., 
, are argentiferous lead, and argentiferous litharge will pay the 

uties imposed in the actual export tariff. 


Importations of Fresh Fish. 

A despatch, dated 17th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, forwarding copy 
and translation of a Royal Order as to the immediate discharge of 
fresh fish imported at Spanish ports, as follows :-— 

“In accordance with the petition of various consignees at 
Huelva, to be authorised to discharge fresh fish imported from 
abroad immediately on arrival of the vessel, during daylight, on 
giving the necessary guarantees for the payment of the duties.. 

“In consideration that the nature of the cargo does not allow 
delay, without risk of loss of value and danger to the public 
health, in consideration that any inconvenience can be avoided 
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and that this service can be regulated under the special conditions 
laid down by the actual Custom House regulations for the 
importation of cattle and oysters, it is ordered that fresh fish 
shall be considered to be included under Article 79 of the said 
Custom House Regulations.” 

Certificates of Origin for Goods sent by Parcels Post. 

With reference to a note on p. 440 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for October last, a despatch dated i5th October has been 
received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid 
transmitting copy and translation of a Royal Order published in 
the “‘ Gazette” of 15th October, suspending the Royal Order of 
the 2nd September with regard to certificates of origin and the 
Parcels Post. 

Shipments to Puerto Rico. 

A despatch, dated 28th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, transmitting 
copy and translation of a Royal Order published in the “ Gazette” of 
28th October, to the effect that from that date all shipments of 
merchandise to the Island of Puerto Rico will be treated in the 
Spanish custom houses in accordance with the general regulations 
for shipments to foreign countries in America. 


Import Duty on Vanilla. 

The Board of Trade have received information through the 
Foreign Office that a Royal Order has been published stating that 
crystallized vanilla (vainilina cristalizada), a product used in 
perfamery and confectionery, will in future be assessed for import 
duties under No. 318 of the Custom-house tariff. 


SwITZERLAND. 
Tarif, Classifications. 


The following information with regard to the classification of 
soap powder and similar goods in the Swiss Customs Tariff has 
been received at the Board of Trade through the Foreign 
Office :— 

Powders for washing purposes and other similar products will 
pay 1:25 francs or 2°50 franes per quintal, according to the method 
of packing, on condition that they do not contain more than 
15 per cent. of pure soap. 

The same products containing more than 15 per cent. of soap as 
well as all those known in trade as soap powders, extracts of soap, 
&c., will pay duty as soap, according to the method of packing— 
i.e., 5 francs or 40 francs, whatever be their relation to pure soap. 

This decision will enter into force the 1st January, 1899. 


UNITED STATES. 


Classification of Calfskins and Hides. 
The following Circular issued by the Treasury Department at 
Washington has been received at the Board of Trade through the 
Foreign Office :— 
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In G. A. 4052 the Board of General Appraisers held that raw 
calfskins are not dutiable as “hides of cattle” under paragraph 
437 of the Tariff Act of 24th July, 1897, but are free of duty under 
the provision in paragraph 664 for “skins of all kinds, raw (except 
sheep skins with the wool on).” They found as a fact “ that the 
term hides in trade, covers skins of the larger animals, weighing 
25 pounds and over, while the term used in trade to describe 
the skin of a calf is ‘a calfskin,” weighing 25 pounds or under, 
and that the dividing line between dried skins and dried hides 
is 12 pounds; that is to say, dried hides weigh 12 pounds and over, 
while dried calfskins weigh 12 pounds and under.” 

While the Department concurred in the decision that calfskins 
are not dutiable as cattle hides, it desired to have the question of 
the line of demarcation as to weights between skins and hides 
further considered, and, therefore, instructed customs officers to 
make up another case to submit to the Board of General Appraisers 
for their determination, with a view to having the matter reviewed 
by the courts if deemed advisable. After a further hearing, the 
Board found as a fact in G. A. 4215, “that commercially, the 
dividing line between raw cow hides and calfskins in weight is 
25 pounds, the term ‘calfskins’ including all so-called hides or 
skins which weigh less than 25 pounds. When dry, the dividing 
line is 12 pounds, and all weighing less than 12 pounds being 
commercially known as skins, and all weighing 12 pounds or over 
as hides.” 

In order that this question might be further reviewed, the 
Department directed an appeal from this decision to the Circuit 
Court, and on the recommendation of the conference of Local 
Appraisers recently held at New York, adopted a table of weights, 
which was promulgated in Circular 165, of 27th August, 1898, to 
be followed by customs officers in classifying skins and hides. 

_ At the request of tanners and shoe manufacturers, the Depart- 
ment has further considered the subject and carefully reviewed the 
testimony taken by the Board of General Appraisers, which was 
substantiaily unanimous in fixing 25 pounds as the dividing line 
between hides and skins in a green or wet condition, and 12 pounds 
when dry. The counsel for the Treasury Department in cases 
before the Board of General Appraisers reports that he thinks no 
trade testimony can be obtained to controvert the dividing line as 
decided by the Board. 

The Department decides, therefore, to accept 25 pounds in 
weight as the dividing line between calfskins and hides when green 
salted, and 12 pounds as the dividing line between dry hides and 
skins 


Circular No. 165 is hereby revoked. 

Free Entry of Tourists’ Bicycles. 

The following circular issued by the Treasury Department at 
Washington with regard to the free entry of tourists’ bicycles in 
the United States has been received at the Board of Trade through 
the Foreign Office :— 

“* Department’s circular, No. 96, of June 2nd, 1898 (Synopsis 
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19,428), regarding the free entry of bicycles of the Canadian 
Wheelmen’s Association, is hereby amended so as to extend the 
privilege conferred thereby to the Cyclists’ Touring Club ; and the 
appended form of certificate is adopted for use, so far as practicable, 
on the importation and exportation of bicycles owned by members 
of the Canadian Wheelmen’s Association, the League of American 
Wheelmen, and the Cyclists’ Touring Club. 


Bicycle Certificate. 


“Port of , 18 --. No. Permission is hereby 
requested of for delivery, without payment of duty, of 
one bicycle, called the , made by , and 
numbered , value , brought into by me as 
a tourist and bona fide member of the 

“My full name and address is M 


certificate or ticket of membership in said for 18—, No. 
, is presented for official stamp of the collector. In considera- 
tion of the said free delivery, I hereby agree to re-export said 
bicycle within four months from this date, at the port of -———., 
or in default thereof to pay the duty thereon on the above valua- 
tion. 


“ Dated 


, 18—. —_———,, Applicant. 


“To the Deputy Collector of Customs: 
“'The permission requested as above is hereby granted. 
- —, Collector of Customs. 


“TI hereby certify that the bicycle referred to in the within 
permit was, on the-————day of , exported to- 
, Collector.” 


‘ 


MExIco. 
Free entry of certain articles. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Colonial Office 
copy of a communication received by the Officer administering the 
government of British Honduras from the Consul for the Mexican 
Republic to the effect that the Government of Mexico, being 
desirous of removing the obstacles which may be opposed to the 
development of the working centres established in the eastern 
part of the State of Yucatan, and deeming the said working 
centres advantageous for inducing the rebel Indians to enter upon 
a working life, and also taking into consideration that the supply- 
ing of the labourers with food was costly to the wood cutters, who, 
providing themselves in British Honduras, used to carry their 
provisions into Mexico, and be therefore obliged to pay import 
duty at the respective customs houses, the President of the 
Mexican Republic has been pleased to decree that during a term 
of two years the following goods shall enter free of duty :—Rice, 
sugar, coffee, meat (wet or smoked), pease, flour, and corn. 
- The Mexican Consul adds that, affecting as it does merchants of 
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the colony, it may be gratifying to the administrator to know of 
this measure, as showing clearly the spirit of good will, cordiality, 
and friendship which guides the Mexican Government in its inter- 
course with the neighbouring colony, since, in order to decree 
this measure, it took into consideration the complaints of the 
wood-cutters, and has attended to them, making their interests 
identical with those of Mexico itself. 


SALVADOR. 
Tariff Modifications. 

“ American Trade” reports that, under a decree of President 
Gutierrez, the payment of duties upon goods entering Salvador 
shall be made 20 per cent. in United States gold coin, 12 per cent. 
United States gold coin for corporations, 6 per cent. in silver in 
bonds of the French debt. A reduction of duty of 22 per cent. 
takes place on many goods entering the Republic after 1st October, 
but beer, bricks, brooms, brushes, essences, food-stuffs, provisions, 
ginger ale, hats, leather, matches, pumps, carts, wheel-barrows, 
soap, tinplate, leaf tobacco, wax, and wood for furniture remain 
unchanged. 


ARGENTINA. 
Increase of Customs Duties. 


The Board of Trade has received through the Foreign Office a 
copy of a telegram from H.M. Representative at Buenos Ayres 
stating that a law increasing the customs duties leviable on 
goods imported into the Argentine Republic came into force on the 
23rd September last. The duties on all articles paying up to 
5 per cent. ad valorem have been doubled, and on goods paying 
over 5 per cent. an additional 10 per cent. ad valorem is levied. 
Specific duties have been increased by 10 per cent. on the values 
assessed by the customs tariff. 

Duties on cotton and woollen mixed goods. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy of a telegram from H.M. Representative at Buenos Ayres to 
the effect that wool, pure or mixed with cotton, up to 8 per cent., 
is valued at 3 dollars per kilogram ; cotton, with 40 to 91 per cent. 
wool, 2 dollars; cotton with less than 40 per cent., 1 dollar 
20 cents. ; duty 25 per cent. ad valorem in each case. 


PERU. 
Export Duties on Rubber, &c. 


A despatch dated 15th September last has been received from 
H.M. Minister at Lima, transmitting copy and translation of a 
decree issued by the Peruvian Government on the 12th September 
fixing the scale of duties leviable on india-rubber and other pro- 
ducts exported from the “ Yavari” district, and on the foreign 
imports into that region, as follows :— 

1. From the lst November next there shall be levied upon 
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the exportation of india-rubber from the region of the river 
“ Yavari” a due of 10 per cent., and upon that of other products 
from the same region 7 per cent. 

2. These dues shall be calculated on the official valuation 
of the product according to the latest quotations of them in the 
market of Manaos. 

3. From the same date the importation of merchandise, not 
Peruvian, nor Brazilian, consigned to the region of the “ Yavari,” 
or any of its margins, shall be subject to the same dues which they 
actually pay in conformity with Brazilian laws. 

For differences of quality or quantity which may be discovered 
when the Customs despatch and examination of the merchandise 
takes place, double duties shall be paid. 


Abolition of Mole Dues at Puno. 


A despatch, dated 17th September last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Lima, transmitting copy 
and translation of a decree issued by the Peruvian Government 
on the 15th September, whereby the Provincial Council of Puno 
is prohibited from levying mole dues upon merchandise in transit 
to Bolivia. 


JAPAN. 
Harbour Regulations. 


A despatch, dated September 8th last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Ernest Satow, H.M. Minister at Tokio, 
reporting that the Japanese Government decided to bring the new 
harbour regulations into force at Yokohama on the 10th October 
last, and at Kobe and Nagasaki on 1st November last. 


Care Co.ony. 
Transit Rates of Duty. 


The Board of Trade have received a communication from the 
Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, containing a notice 
with regard to changes in rates of duty on goods imported into 
Cape Colony in transit for other places. ’ 

This notice came into operation on October 15th, 1898, and 
changes the transit rates on unenumerated articles from 5 per cent. 
to 3 per cent. ad valorem, on blasting compounds from $d. per lb. 
to 3 per cent. ad valorem, and on detonators from 1s, 3d. per 1,000 
to 3 per cent. ad valorem. 

In the case of cigars, spirits, and wines the old rates were— 

If exceeding in value 10s. per gallon (spirits and wines) or lb. 
(cigars) we = ... 6d. per gallon or lb. weight. 
If not exceeding in value 10s. per gallon (spirits and wines) 
or lb. (cigars)... es ee 5 per cent. ad valorem. 
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The importer has now the option of paying the 3 per cent. ad 
valorem or 6d. per gallon or lb. weight, as the case may be irre- 
spective of the value of the cigars, spirits, or wines. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 
New Customs Tariff. 
"The Board of Trade have received from the Colonial Office copy 
of a new Customs Tariff to be levied on certain goods imported 
into the Colony of Western Australia, as follows :— 


Rate of 
Articles. Duty. 
Animals and Live Stock, viz. :— £8. d. 
Cattle (including bullocks, cows, and calves), n.o.e. each} 015 0 
1.0.€. 0 2 0 
Sheep (including wethers ewes, ‘and lambs), 1.8 
Bulls for stud purposes .. ove ose 
Cows for breeding purposes ose 
Horses for stud purposes aos abs ose 
Mares for breeding ee ) Free. 
Rams for stud purposes .. ove 
Ewes for breeding purposes ove 
Calves and foals (under the age of six months) 
Apparel, viz, .— 


Men’s, women’s, and children’s (including underclothing), hats, 
caps, and bonnets (trimmed or untrimmed), and all articles of 
attire, n.o.e., whether wholly or in part made up, including 
gloves, hosiery, mantles, shirts, collars, and cuffs ad valorem \15 per cent. 

Bricks, viz. :— 

Building ... abe ... per thousand; 015 0 

Cheese ... = ooo 0 0 2 
Clocks and Watches ... one ad valorem \15 per cent. 


Cordage, viz. :— 
Coir rope ... ste percwt.| 0 5 0 
Other cordage, n.o.e 8 0 
Doors (wooden), according to ‘thickness, viz. :— 
Not exceeding 1} inches... ove pee -. each} 0 3 0 
Over 1} inches, not exceeding 13 inches 0 4 0 
Iron (galvanised, corrugated) one perton| 1 0 0 
Hemp and Flax - bus Free. 
Machinery of all kinds = cc ove +. ad valorem | 5 per cent. 
Meat, viz. :— 
Fresh, frozen, and chilled ee 0 0 0% 
Salt beef and salt and cured mutton .. ios 0 0 
Musical Instruments, viz. -— 
Pianos, upright, n.o.e. ... each| 0 0 
Harmoniums and cabinet organs, 0.0.e. 0. 
Soap, of all other kinds, n.0.e. ae percwt.| 0 7 6 


 * Or package containing that reputed quantity or weight, and so in proportion 
for any such reputed quantity or weight. 
N.O.E. denotes “ Not otherwise enumerated in Tariff Schedules for the time being.” 
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XV.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


SHIPPING REGULATIONS AT ODESSA. 


The British Acting Consul-General at Odessa, in a report to the 
Foreign Office, states that new regulations have been adopted with 
respect to vessels coming to Odessa with general cargo. Up to a 
very recent date all such vessels, irrespective of the amount of 
cargo on board, were permitted to take precedence in berthing of 
those arriving in ballast. A notice was issued not long ago by the 
port authorities, stating that in future all vessels arriving with less 
than 200 tons of general cargo should be placed on the same 
footing as those in ballast, thus abolishing the privilege of vessels 
bringing very small general cargoes. This is a serious blow to 
ship-owning firms and agencies who, for years past, have had lines 
of steamers running at more or less regular intervals between 
Odessa and the United Kingdom, bringing thence and from ports 
on their voyage as much general cargo as they could find in the 
market, possibly one vessel coming with 1,000 tons, the next, 
belonging to the same firm and running at the usual interval after 
her sister ship, with only some 20 to 30 tons, owing to inability to 
obtain more. 

At the instance of the interested parties, representations have 
been made to the Odessa port authorities, but so far no practical 
result has been obtained. 

The harbour arrangements remain the same, and little heed is 
taken of the complaints of shipowners at the delay occurring 
in the loading of vessels, whilst others are forced to remain 
in idleness for longer or shorter periods at the breakwater. 
The delay in question is due to the fact that in accordance with 
the “custom of the port” merchants need only load on an 
average 20,000 pouds (rather over 300 tons) of cargo per diem, 
while experience has shown that, when a merchant has his cargo 
in readiness, five times that quantity can easily be shipped. Were 
merchants compelled to load with reasonable despatch, the port of 
Odessa would not be found too small for its present requirements, 
as the bulk of its trade is grain, which, with proper arrangements, 
can be loaded with great expedition. If merchants are to be 
allowed a lengthened period for loading, the port of Odessa, 
as mentioned in a previous report, must necessarily be extended. 

The Acting Consul-General adds :— 

“T deem it necessary again to draw the attention of shipowners, 
as I have personally often done that of shipmasters, to the fact 
that they can save themselves from loss by inserting in the 
charter party the clause: ‘The ship’s lay days shall begin to 
count from and with the day following that on which the vessel 
enters the port of Odessa, whether there be vacant loading berths 
at the time or not,’ as it is much easier for the merchant who 
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is on the spot to take this risk than for the shipowners in 
England. The merchants here could without much difficulty 
come to an agreement among themselves that a vessel, for which 
the cargo is ready, should be brought into the loading-berth first, 
in which case berths would not be blocked by vessels lying idle 
alongside.” (Foreign Office Annual Series, 2171.) 


THe Warsaw Meat TRADE. 


A despatch dated 11th October 1898, has been received from 
H.M. Consul-General at Warsaw, reporting that the price of meat 
at Warsaw having risen some 20 per cent. during the last few 
years, and the opening of the Siberian Railway having greatly 
reduced the cost of transport from Central Siberia, it is now pro- 
posed to import beef, salted, from Siberia to supply the Warsaw 
market, where beef is now 14 copecks (33d. per lb.), whereas beef 
of the same quality costs only about 2 copecks ($d.) per lb. in 
Siberia, and it is reckoned that it can be sold at Warsaw at 
6 copecks (13d.) per Ib. 

Quite recently beef went up again in price at both Warsaw, 
Moscow, and St. Petersburg, and it is clear that the supply of beef 
in European Russia is not equal to the demands of the big towns, 
and that if beef imported from Siberia can really be sold at the 
price stated it will, whilst forming an excellent market for Siberian 
farmers for their stock, bring down the price of beef again to 
10 copecks (23d.) per lb., which has been the average price of beef 
throughout the Empire. 

The price of pork has also gone up considerably recently on 
account of the increased demand abroad, chiefly in England, where 
a demand sprung up during the Spanish-American War, which 
affected the supply of pork from America. 

Some years ago an attempt was made to establish a regular trade 
in pork between Poland and Great Britain, but it fell through as 
the conditions laid down by the English butchers were found 
impossible to fulfil. 


COMPETITION OF POLAND WITH BritisH TRADE IN PERSIA. 


A report dated 11th October last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at Warsaw, stating that 
several of the principal local manufacturers, both at Warsaw and 
Lodz, have made arrangements to open an agency for the sale of 
their different goods at Teheran, as it is considered that they ought 
to find in Persia a ready market for their manufactures, and that 
they may hope to cut out the British firms who at present have 
the lion’s share of that market in several lines, particularly in 
cotton prints, yarns, shirtings, cretonnes, and lace. 

Until now the chief and most successful competitors of Great 
Britain in these lines have been the Moscow merchants, and it is 
for the first time that Poland has also tried to compete. 


{ 
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FISHERIES OF THE Norta Russian Coast. 


The British Vice-Consul at Archangel reports that the fisheries 
of the north in general, and of the Murman coast in particular, are 
of the greatest importance to these fish-loving and long-fasting 
populations. The total catch of last year was 967,574 pouds 
(about 15,606 tons), worth 1,134,983 r. (122,0411.). Cod, turbot, 
catfish, haddock, and coalfish are caught along the Murman, 
herring in the Kem district of the White Sea, navaga along the 
White Sea coast from Kandalax to Mezen, and salmon in the 
Dwina, Onega, Kem, Varzuga, Tuloma, Mezen, and Petchora 
rivers. Last year’s salmon catch was 45,487 pouds (about 732 
tons in weight), and 400,205 r. (48,033/.) in value. (Foreign Office 
Annual Series, 2169.) 


SweEpIsH Rartways 1n 1897. 


A report dated 11th October last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Stockholm, forwarding a 
memorandum containing extracts from a report just published by 
the Swedish Board of Trade, which gives some interesting figures 
respecting the revenue and cost of working of the Swedish railways 
for the year 1897, as follows :— 

The capital value of all the State railways at the end of the year 
was estimated at 18,699,5001. 

The total gross receipts for the year amounted to 2,005,000/., an 
advance of 240,000I., or nearly 13 per cent. over the previous year. 

The cost of working averaged 2331. 2s. 4d. per kilometre of rail, 
or nearly 24 per cent. more than for the year 1896. 

The highest rates of interest on the capital invested was given 
by the eastern trunk line, i.e., 7°99 per cent. The Western Trunk 
line gave a dividend of 7:48 per cent., the line connecting Gellivara 
and Boden 6°81 per cent., the line between Storwick and Stockholm 
6°71 per cent. The rate of interest given by the West Coast line 
was 5°75 per cent., which is somewhat more than the average rate 
of interest of the whole of the State lines taken together, but less 
than the average rate for the lines south of Storwik, which is 
6°35 per cent. ; 

The receipts for passenger traffic amounted to 713,200I., or 
22:2 per cent. more than for the year 1896. The number of 
passengers amounted to 8°5 millions. It is estimated that each 
main division of the State railways conveyed 25,000 more 
passengers than the year before. This unusually rapid increase in 
the number of journeys was in a great measure caused by the 
Stockholm exhibition. 

The gross receipts for the goods traffic amounted to 1,207,600/.— 
25 per cent. of the total goods freight consisted of timber, 14 per 
cent. consisted of iron ores, 6°25 per cent. of coal and coke, 
6:17 per cent. of beetroot for the sugar factories, manufactured 
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iron 5°82 per cent., stone, tiles, and building material 5°42 per 
cent., grain 5°87 per cent. 

The rolling stock consisted at the end of the year of 493 locomo- 
tives, 917 passenger carriages, 37 post waggons, 61 combined 
passenger, post, and baggage carriages, 216 baggage waggons, and 
11,946 goods trucks. 

1,222,200/. has up to the present time been the cost of the 
locomotives, and 2,388,800/. has been the cost of the carriages and 
trucks. 

During the year 15 railway employés lost their lives through 
accidents, and 22 passengers ; 114 employés were injured. 


THe PETROLEUM TRADE OF CHRISTIANIA. 


‘A report dated 8th October last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, concern- 
ing an article which has recently appeared in the Christiania local 
press, animadverting on the rising prices of petroleum in that city. 

The chief point of interest, however, for British trade lies in an 
incidental reference to the fact that, in the middle of September 
last, the “ Norwegian Petroleum Company ”—one of the only two 
then existing wholesale petroleum importing firms at Christiania— 
disposed of its business to its competitor, the ‘‘Ostlandske Petro- 
leum Company.” Thus, the latter company have obtained a 
monopoly of the wholesale importation of this commodity, and, it 
is stated, have announced their intention of regulating their petro- 
leum prices up to the close of 1898 according to those ruling at 
Bremen. 

Having regard to the present apparent monopoly in Norway of 
the petroleum import trade by the “Ostlandske Petroleum Com- 
pany,” it is thought that the above information may be of use to 
British circles interested in this trade. Petroleum supplies would 
have to be kept outside Christiania. 


Harsour IMPROVEMENTS AT CHRISTIANIA. 


A despatch dated 21st October last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul General at Christiania stating 
that, with references to the offer of prizes for the three best designs 
for the improvement of the Christiania Harbour and Docks, nine 
plans have been received by the committee appointed to adjudicate 
upon their merits, and prizes have been awarded as follows :— 

Ist Prize, Messrs. Gleim & Eyde, of Hamburg and Christiania. 

2nd Prize, Messrs. Havestat & Contag, Berlin. 

3rd Prize, Messrs. Miller & Petersen, of Copenhagen. 

No British firms competed. 

It has further been proposed to purchase one of the remaining 
plans for 2,000 kroner. 

The three successful plans are of a very comprehensive nature, 
and the estimates which accompany them are placed at 1,578,500/., 
1,287,300/., and 675,300/. respectively. 
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It is, however, stated that it is not intended to carry out any one 
of the above plans in its entirety, but to adopt such portions of 
each as may seem desirable. 

The date for the commencement of the new harbour works 
would not appear to have yet been decided upon. In the opinion 
of some, however, the present length of quay accommodation at 
Christiania is not expected to be sufficient for the needs of 
November and December, and it is therefore proposed to erect 
temporary quays on wooden piles. 


Nine Moyrus oF BELGIAN TRADE. 


A despatch, dated 30th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Brussels, reporting that, 
according to the general trade returns which have just been pub- 
lished of Belgian commerce for the nine months of the current 
year, the Belgian import trade shows an increase of 9 per cent., 
and that of the exports 7 per cent. as compared with the corres- 
ponding period of 1897. 

The imports of principal articles into Belgium during the last 
nine months have amounted to 1,327,576,000 frances (53,103,040/.) 
as compared with 1,214,233,000 francs (48,569,320/.) during the 
similar period in 1897, thus showing an increase of 113,343,000 
francs (4,533,720/.) in favour of the present year. 

The exports from Belgium during the same period have 
amounted to 1,195,841,000 frances (47,833,640/.) as compared with 
1,120,898,000 francs (44,835,920/.) in 1897, the increase for the 
present year thus amounting to 74,919,000 francs (2,996,760/.). 

The returns also show that during the past nine months the 
imports from England have increased to the amount of 1,438,000 
francs (57,5201.), while on the other hand the Belgian exports to 
England have decreased to the extent of 5,649,000 francs (225,9601.) 
as compared with the previous year. 

The imports from Germany and France into Belgium, comparing 
the same two periods, have increased respectively 6,367,000 francs 
(254,6801.) and 9,294,000 francs (371,760I.), and the exports to 
Germany and France from Belgium have increased respectively 
41,706,000 francs (1,668,240/.) and 23,679,000 francs (947,160I.). 


BELGIAN COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISE IN Russia, CHINA, AND 
PERSIA. 


A despatch dated 22nd October last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M Minister at Brussels, stating that owing 
to the desire on the part of the Government to promote and 
encourage as much as possible the development of Belgian trade 
in Russia and the Far East, the Minister of Public Instruction 
has decided to create four new professorships at the State 
Universities of Ghent and Liége for the purpose of the study 
of the following languages, viz. :—Russian, Chinese, Persian, and 
Modern Arabic. 
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Special attention is paid at these two universities to the train- 
ing of civil and mining engineers, and a commercial course has 
lately been established there, similar to that followed at the 
Antwerp Institute of Commerce, so as to enable the students 
equally to obtain sufficient general knowledge in commercial 
matters to obtain a degree of “ Licencié du degré supérieur en 
sciences commerciales et consulaires,” and also to present them- 
selves as candidates for the Belgian Consular Service. 

Russian and Chinese professors have also been appointed at the 
University of Louvain, the latter chair being filled by a Belgian 
priest who has been for many years a missionary in China. 

There has been a very large amount of Belgian capital invested 
in Russia during the last few years, and during the latter half of 
1897 several new companies were formed in Belgium for the 
purpose of carrying on trade in Russia, viz. :—Six iron foundries, 
four for the manufacture of china and glass, two tramway com- 
panies, and one for gold mining. 

It is, however, difficult to ascertain how much of this capital is 
actually subscribed in Belgium, as, owing to the heavy duties 
imposed in France on any new industrial enterprise, companies, 
which otherwise would probably have been registered in Paris as 
French companies are brought out in Brussels as Belgian com- 
panies, and much French capital is invested in Belgium in order 
to evade these higher charges. 

On the other hand, however, much Belgian money formerly 
invested in Belgian railways is finding its way into these more 
speculative undertakings, the owners not being content with the 
small rate of interest now given in Belgian Government securities. 

Efforts have also been made to start new Belgian industries in 
Persia; and already sugar refineries, breweries, and glass manu- 
factures have been started in that country under Belgian 
management. 


Proor Marks on Guns AT LIEGE. 


With reference to previous notices on the subject of proof marks 
on guns at Liege, a despatch, dated 8th October, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Brussels transmitting 
copies of a Royal decree, dated the 4th October, and published in 
the “‘ Moniteur Belge” of the 6th October, further modifying and 
completing the provisions of the decree of 30th January, 1897, 
and containing a new tabular statement of the charges to be used 
in the testing of pistols. 

The above may be seen, in the original, at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


EXTENSION OF GERMAN TRADE WITH BURMA. 


A despatch dated 19th October last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg reporting 
that the “ Hansa Steamship Company ” of Bremen, which (together 
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with other German and two British steamship lines) has, during 
the past ten years, been running regular steamers between 
Hamburg, Bremen and Bombay, Kurrachee and Colombo—Madras— 
Calcutta, is about to establish also a regular monthly line from 
Hamburg, via Bremen and Antwerp to Rangoon. _ 

It may be added. that the ‘‘ Hansa Steamship Company,” though 
not as important as the “North German Lloyd Company” of 
Bremen, or as the “ Hamburg American Steamship Company,” 
owns a fleet of steamers (including those about to be completed) 
measuring together 160,000 tons. 

The establishment of this new German steamship line between 
Hamburg, Bremen and Rangoon has been decided upon on the one 
hand in view of the steady growth of the trade between Germany 
and Burmah, and other parts of India, which it is thought will 
receive a fresh impetus by the approaching extension of the 
Burmese railway system ; and on the other hand in order to-enable 
German exporters to avoid the necessity of having to forward their 
goods to Burmah as at present, in transit via Liverpool. 

It may, perhaps, in connection with this subject, be of interest 
to obtain a general idea of the more recent development in the 
trade between Hamburg and British India, which, as regards 
imports from India, represents 60 per cent. of the total imports 
to all parts of Germany, and, as regards the exports to India, 
represents about 70 per cent. of the aggregate German exports to 
that country. 

The following figures show the value respectively of the import 
and export trade between Hamburg and British India during each 
of the last four years, viz. :— 


. Value of Imports from British India 
Year. Hamburg. 
& 


The prominent imports during the year 1897 consisted of rice 
(value 734,0301.), indigo (234,253/.), hides (908,3581.), boneflour 
(87,6681.), bags (161,943/.), linseed (826,1641.), rapeseed (469,0221.), 
oileake (52,818/.), cotton (1,232,802/.), and jute (1,092,675/.). 


+i. Value of Exports to British India 
t from Hamburg. 
1894... obs 1,090,407 
1895 ... an ae 1,572,994 


= 
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The prominent exports during 1897 were: woollen and part’ 
woollen goods (value 120,330/.), hosiery (28,400/.), iron and iron 
manufactures (100,000/.), matches (42,113/.), paper (82,500/.), beer 
(37,000/.), aniline dyes (25,4301.), and other miscellaneous products 
of German industry. 


CoasTING TRADE, &C., OF MADAGASCAR. 


According to a report to the Foreign. Office by H.M. Consul at 
Tamatave, the ‘‘ Chambre Consultative de Commerce ” of that town 
recently held a meeting, over which General Gallieni, the Governor- 
General, presided, and at which several important matters were 
debated, among them the coasting trade in Madagascar. It was 
decided that on and after the 1st January, 1899, the coasting trade 
on the coasts of Madagascar and dependencies would be carried 
on under the French flag only. 

It is reported that it was decided also that the export duty on 
cattle would be raised from 6s. which is paid now, to 12s. per head, 
as it was under the Hova rule. 

The question of cut money was also brought up, and the General 
stated that he would strongly urge the matter upon the notice of 
the Colonial Minister in Paris, in order that a solution should be 
given to this question, which affected trade so much. 

Finally he declared that the telegraphic line which was lately 
opened to Vatomandry would soon be carried on to Mananzary, on 
the south-east coast, which is about 170 miles from Tamatave. 
This would be a great boon to the commercial community and a 
real improvement. 


TraLian MACHINERY INDUSTRY. 


A despatch dated 5th October last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Rome, transmitting 
a copy of a summary taken from the “ Italie” of an article by Signor 
Colombo, a Deputy and former Minister, on the progress made in 
recent years in Italian mechanical industry. 

Previously to 1881, Italy had to obtain from abroad iron, steel, 
boilers, engines, and artillery of every description, the greater part 
being supplied by England, Germany, and Austria. 

The exhibition of Turin in 1884 showed that a considerable 
advance had taken place, due partly to special schools of technical 
education, and partly to the encouragement given by the authorities. 

The start then made in the Italian industries has been gradually 
extended by means of foundries at Terni, in Tuscany, in the 
Riviera Vobarno and Sestri Ponente, so that Italy can now provide 
for her ordinary requirements. 

As to naval construction, the late Admiral Brin has made Italy 
entirely independent of foreign aid, both as regards ironclads and 
artillery, the principal establishments being those of Ansaldo, 
Oders, Orlando, Messrs. Armstrong at Pozzuoli, and Schwarzkopf 
at Venice in addition to the State dockyards. 
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The same progress has been made in the development of manu- 
factures dependent on railway construction, which, according to 
Signor Colombo, is not made sufficiently evident in the exhibition 
of Turin. This progress is sufficiently shown by the fact that the 
single firm of Breda, at Milan, has constructed in recent years 
locomotives to the extent of 15,200 tons, of which 3,350 have 
been exported, 42 engines having been sent to Roumania, and 
28 to Denmark. 

It appears, however, that the most extensive development of 
the manufacture of machinery has been in connection with electric 
apparatus, which is exported in large quantities, not only to South 
America, but to most European countries, including England. A 
considerable part of the article is devoted to this subject, and also 
to a similar development which has taken place in the manufacture 
of hydraulic machinery. 

Signor Colombo concludes this encouraging picture of Italian 
industry by pointing out how necessary it is for the welfare of the 
country that this progress should be maintained, and how essential 
it is that every means should be adopted to accumulate capital in 
order to provide the means for carrying on industrial undertakings. 


Direct s.s. SERVICE BETWEEN PALERMO AND LONDON. 


The Foreign Office have received a report, dated 5th October 
last, from H.M. Consul at Palermo, stating that the present 
service of steamer communication with that port being considered 
inadequate and unsatisfactory— goods which, waiting a vessel since 
July, and shipped in August, up to 5th October had not yet 
reached Palermo—a syndicate has been formed by Messrs. I. and. 
V. Florio, to purchase two French steamers in England, now 
called the “ Neptune ” and “Ceareuse,” to be re-named “ Beta” and 
“ Picnic,” in order to run them between Sicily and the United 
Kingdom, especially London, so as to be independent of the other 
lines. 


THe Driep Fruit TRADE OF Bosnia. 


A despatch dated Ist October last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at Serajevo, stating that 
the dried plums of this season have now appeared on the market 
of Breka. 

The plum crop is an abundant one, and the fruit of excellent 
quality. 

It is estimated that there will be this year not less than 400,000 
metric quintals of dried fruit available for exportation. 

Present prices range between 12 and 26 florins (20s. and 43s. 4d.) 
per horse load of 126 kilos (278 lbs.). 
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XVI--GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


SHIPPING THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL. 


The “ Canal de Suez Bulletin” recently published tables show- 
ing that the total number of vessels passing through the canal in 
the month of July last was 337 of a gross tonnage of 1,244,04 
tons. 

Of these 337 vessels, 205 were British, with a gross tonnage of 
761,259 tons; 35 German, 129,302 tons; 25 Spanish, 124,175 
tons; 20 French, 78,381 tons; 15 Dutch, 41,338 tons; 4 Japanese, 
23,472 tons; 4 Russian, 19,624 tons; 9 Ottoman, 15,838 tons; 
5 Austro-Hungarian, 15,739 tons; 4 Italian 14,054 tons; 4 Nor- 
wegian, 7,347 tons; 4 Egyptian, 6,543 tons; 1 Danish, 4,420 
tons ; 1 Chinese, 1,605 tons; 1 Greek 971 tons. 


Sik FROM SPIDERS’ WEs. 


Some ten years ago a French missionary started the systematic 
rearing of two kinds of spiders for their web, and the “ Manufac- 
turer” states that a spider web factory is now in successful 
operation at Chalais-Meudon, near Paris, where ropes are made 
of spider web intended for balloons for the French military 
aeronautic section. The spiders are arranged in groups of 12 


- above a reel, upon which the threads are wound. It is by no 


means easy work for the spiders, for they are not released until 
they have furnished from 30 to 40 yards of thread each. 

The web is washed, and thus freed of the outer reddish and 
sticky cover. Eight of the washed threads are then taken together, 
and of this, rather strong yarn cords are woven, which are stronger 
and much lighter than cords of silk of the same thickness. These 
spider web ropes are very much more expensive than silk ones, 
but it is hoped to reduce their cost somewhat in the future. 


PercHoin—A SUBSTITUTE FOR RUBBER. 


The “ Engineering and Mining Journal,” of 24th September last, 
notices a newly announced substitute for rubber, named perchoid, 
the invention of Dr Napier Ford, which is described as an oil 
which has undergone a high degree of oxidation. The oil is heated 
with litharge, stirred long and continuously, and then allowed to 
cool. Specially prepared tow is then dipped into it and placed in 
wire baskets and subjected to air. The oil admitted to the filaments 
of the tow thus becomes wholly oxidized. This is drawn through 
rollers and comes out a leathery material closely allied to, if not 
identical with, rubber. Its tenacity is increased by mixing sulphur 
with it. It is said that perchoid can be rolled as thin as a piece of 
tissue paper, and that it makes leather impervious to moisture, 
though not to air. 
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Russian Beet INpDusTRY. 


With reference to the cultivation of beets in Russia, the 
American Consul-General at St. Petersburg says that, according to 
official information, the area under beet cultivation on 17th May, 
in European Russia, amounted to 1,083,758 acres, against 996,024 
acres in 1897, and 873,728 acres in 1896 ; 1.e., an increase of 87,734 
acres or 8°8 per cent., and 2,100,330 acres or 24 per cent. respec- 
tively. The following table shows the number of acres planted in 
beets belonging to sugar factories and to beet plantations in 
European Russia and eastern Siberia :— 


To To 
Factories. Plantations. Total. 
Government. 

1897. 1898. 1897. 1898. 1897. 1898, 

Acres. Acres. Acres, Acres, Acres. Acres. 
South Western ...| 162,267 | 162,802 | 418,932 | 458,568 | 581,199 621,370 
Central... .--| 192,469 | 201,461 | 110,187 | 139,679 | 302,656 341,140 
Vistula — sae 5,978 5,837 | 106,191 | 115,411 | 112,169 121,248 

Total in European 

Russia ... ..| 360,714 | 370,100 | 635,310 | 713,658 | 996,024 | 1,083,758 
Eastern Siberia ... 405 202 394 - 162 799 364 
Grand total ..| 861,119 | 370,302 | 635,704 | 713,820 | 996,823 | 1,084,122 


THE DrIaMOND-CuTTING INDUSTRY OF BELGIUM. 


About 50 per cent. of the world’s production of diamonds goes 
to Belgium for cutting, the remainder of this work being done 
chiefly in Amsterdam. The Belgian and Dutch cutters buy the 
rough stones in London, whither they are shipped from South 
Africa The value of the rough diamonds purchased by the 
Belgian cutters, in 1894-1896, is given by the “New York 
Engineering and Mining Journal,” as follows :— 


Years, Value of the rough stones. 
1894 ... 1,550,000 
1896 ... 2,123,000 


Tax ON Business MEN IN GERMANY. 


With reference to a notice of a report by the United States 
Consul at Chemnitz on the tax on business men in Germany, 
which appeared on pp. 727—728 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 


588 GENERAL TRADE NOTES. [ Nov. 1898, 


for December last, a communication has been received from the 
Consul stating that, in order that a wrong impression may not get 
abroad concerning the above tax, it should be understood that all 
foreign houses having offices in Chemnitz—viz., Germans, French, 
English, &c., and not only Americans—-pay the same kind of tax. 

It should be added also that the tax referred to in the first six 
paragraphs of the article in the “ Board of Trade Journal,” failing 
to obtain the necessary final approval, did not become law. 


PropucTion oF CoaL, Iron, AND STEEL IN FRANCE. 


The “ Journal Officiel” of the 30th September gives the figures 
relative to the production of coal, lignite, iron, cast-iron and steel 
in France for the first six months of 1898, as follows :— 


| Six meee Six months 
end ended 
| June 30, 1897. | June 30, 1898. 
Tons. Tons. 
high furnace cast 245,919 286,062 
plate... ane ove 35,577 33,157 
Steel other ... ade an 270,952 330,061 


INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT BuREAU IN NEW YORK. 


«“ American Trade” states that the International Freight and 
Transportation Bureau of the National Association of Manu- 
facturers is now prepared to give the freight cost for transportation 
from the port of New York to over 150 of the principal cities in 
the following countries:—Germany, Holland, Belgium, Switzer- 
land, Austria-Hungary, Servia, Bulgaria, Roumania, and Russia, 
including Finland, on all classes of machinery, hardware, and 
general merchandise, also for collecton of c. o. d. accounts and 
having drafts accepted against delivery of documents. The bureau 
has also completed arrangements whereby it is able to quote special 
freight rates to all ports on the west coast of South America. In 
making application to the bureau for this service, the following 
rules should be observed :— 

1.—State clearly to what city, and in whet country it is located, 
to which you want rates. 

2.—State definitely the character of goods anl how packed 
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(if machinery, give weight and cubic measurement of the largest 
pieces and the number of pieces comprising the whole shipment). 

3.—Ask for rate to only one place in a single letter. If rate 
is wanted to more than one place, write the particulars of each 
on a separate sheet. 

4.—State when shipment will be ready to move, or, if inquiry 
is made in anticipation of an order, state about the time you 
would expect to make shipment. 

The bureau is also prepared to obtain ocean rates to all parts of 
the world upon application. 


Exports OF MINERAL OIL FROM THE UNITED STATES. 


The “Iron Age” publishes the following table, showing the 
markets to which American oil was shipped in the fiscal years of 
1897 and 1898 :— 


To 1897. 1898. 
Galls. Galls. 
United Kingdom _... | 213,627,168 212,265,563 
Germany oe oe 124,261,435 152,203,222 
Other European countries | 244,336,854 260,481,316 
British North America nae 10,013,517 11,087,502 
Central American States and British Honduras. 1,256,760 1,064,980 
Mexico.. oan ose 836,628 1,106,853 
San Domingo ove ove 526,671 579,825 
Puerto Rico ... 276,195 200,542 
Other West Indies Bermudas ... 4,224,787 4,108,714 
Colombia... 1,245,285 1,069,622 
Other South American countries ei aa ase 10,213,795 | 11,283,540 
China .. 42,627,184 44,523,552. 
British East Indies 21,361,346 35,752,592 
Japan ... aoe 47,411,176 53,398,185 
British Australasia ... sae as 16,837,914 20,495,398 
Other places in Asia and Oceania . ne se 46,111,698 34,353,656 
Africa . 12,292,744 
Other countries one 63,548 42,020 


It will be seen that the United Kingdom was by far the largest 


consumer, Germany coming next, and then Japan and China. The 


principal increases last year were in shipments to Germany, the 
British East Indies, Japan, Australasia, China, and Africa, while 
other Asian countries and Oceania show a decline. 


SHIPBUILDING IN THE UNITED STatEs. 


The impetus which has been given of late to the shipbuilding 
industry of the United States gives especial interest to the report 
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of the Bureau of Navigation, just issued, for the fiscal year ended 
30th June, 1898. The report shows that during the 12 months 
there were built and documented in the United States 952 
mercantile vessels of 180,458 gross tonnage, compared with 891 
vessels of 232,233 gross tonnage for the preceding fiscal year. The 
decrease shown last year was almost wholly on the Great Lakes, 
where the tonnage of new vessels amounted to only 54,084 tons, 
compared with 116,937 tons for the previous 12 months. On the 
other hand, the construction on the Pacific Coast increased from 
7,495 tons in the fiscal year ended 30th June, 1897, to 49,789 tons 
last year, this increase being chiefly in steam vessels designed for 
the Alaska trade. The decrease in the past fiscal year’s construc- 
tion was entirely in the first half of the year. During the last 
three months of the fiscal year—April, May, and June—the 
tonnage built in the United States was double that of the 
corresponding months of 1897. 

The tonnage built and officially numbered during the first 
quarter of the current fiscal year ended 30th September, 1898, 
comprises 301 vessels of 83,191 tons, compared with 97 vessels of 
26,805 tons for the corresponding quarter last year. Indications 
are that construction during the current fiscal year will be greater 
than any annual output for 25 years, except 1890-91. 

The following table shows the number and gross tonnage of 
vessels built and documented in the United States during the 
fiscal year ended 30th June, 1898, compared with the preceding 


fiscal year :— 
1897. 1898, 
Geographical distribution, No. |Gross tons.) No. |Gross tons. 
Atlantic and Gulf Coast oe eee e-- | 609 96,009 | 514 63,090 
Pacific Coast ... ove 7,495 | 228 49,789 
Northern Lakes | 120 116,937 87 54,084 
Western Rivers... obs 11,792 | 123 13,495 


Totals | OB 232,233 | 952 180,458 
Power and material. 


Sail— 
Wood ... | 29,678 | 357 27,692 
Steel ... | 34,631 2 6,724 
Steam— 
Wood ... | 244 27,917 | 343 57,337 
Iron and Steel 78,236 51 48,501 
Canal Boats ... 1 10,216 20 2,386 
Barges— 
ood ... | 182 40,027 | 169 30,777 
Steel ... 13 11,528 10 7,041 


Totals ose | 891 232,233 _ | 952 180,458 


—— 
A 
q 
q 
4 
| 
4 
| 
| 
a 
q 
| 
| 


Nov. 1898.] GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 591 


THE WILLow INDUSTRY OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The growing of willows for weaving, according to a report which 
has just been issued by the Department of Agriculture, Washington, 
promises to become an important industry in the United States. 
Planted with the species of willows usefud for basket making, tens 
of thousands of acres that are worthless for anything else, could be 
made to pay an enormous interest on the investment; not less, in 
fact, than 20 or 30 per cent. It is absolutely necessary, however, 
that the proper varieties should be obtained, else the speculation 
will not be a success. Out of more than 250 known species of 
willow, only a very few have been found to have any economic 
value. The requirements for a good basket willow are that it shall 
yield many slender rods without branching ; that these rods shall 
be soft and pliable, and of a white colour when peeled ; and that 
the stocks shall produce vigorously for a long period of years. 
The species most sucessfully grown in the United States is the red 
osier, which is of German origin. The fine willow ware used in 
America is largely imported, for the reason that there is very little 
satisfactory osier grown there as yet, and American labour 
conditions are not well suited to the industry of basket making, 
except in certain localities, like Syracuse, N. Y., where the manu- 
facture of salt is carried on largely in the summer, employing a 
large number of men who would be out of employment in the 
winter unless they had basket weaving to fall back on. 

The manufacturing of willow ware from the rods is an industry 
which, though as yet in its infancy in America, has been 
slowly growing during the last few years. In 1890 there were in 
the United States, according to the census, 403 willow ware 
establishments, with a capital of 540,000/., employing 3,732 persons, 
paying annually the sum of 253,800l. for wages, and producing 
726,7201. worth of manufactured ware. The value of raw material 
consumed was 279,700/.—an increase of 61 per cent. over that of 


1880. 
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FRENCH COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY IN SIBERIA. 


ae the “ London and China Telegraph,” a Siberian 
paper says that a syndicate of French financiers has been formed 
to start Franco-Russian factories in various parts of Asiatic Russia. 
The first will be opened at Vladivostock, and among its aims are 
the following :—The exploitation of Siberian timber forests; the 
erection of hotels, on the French model, in six of the chief towns 
of the Russian Far East, including Port Arthur, and at various 
points along the Great Siberian railway ; and the construction of 
a factory for the making of high explosives for mining purposes in 
one of the central towns of Eastern Siberia. A syndicate has also: 
been formed to arrange for steamship traffic on the rivers, and for 
the coasting trade of the Amur and the Maritime Territories. A 
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Franco-Russian Company, the “ Nord Maritime,” says the same 
paper, has undertaken to connect both ends of the Great Siberian 
Railway by sea with Dunkirk. 


GERMAN TRADE IN East SIBERIA. 


The Germans have, for some time past, been aware of the field 
‘for commercial exploitation offered by Eastern Siberia since the 
construction of the Ussuri Railroad and the adoption of the ice- 
breakers, which enable steamers of the largest size to enter 
Vladivostock throughout the whole of the winter season. The 
“London and China Telegraph ” reports that, with the sanction of 
the Imperial Government, a German Siberian company for trade 
and navigation has been formed at Hamburg, one of the principal 
objects of which is the “Development of Commercial Relations 
between Germany and the Amur River District.” Khabarovka, 
the terminus of the Ussuri Valley Railroad from Vladivostock, 
: admirably situated at the confluence of the Amur and Ussuri 
rivers, has been selected as the headquarters of the German 
company for the exploitation of the Amur district. Here an 
establishment controlling a series of agencies has been opened, 
where samples and collections of German goods will be stored and 
exhibited, such as have been found in demand and are suited for 
_ exchange against the raw products of Eastern Siberia. 

It should be noted that Germany is already first and foremost 
among the maritime trading states doing business with the Ussuri 
Valley district throughout Vladivostock. German shipping 
stands at the head of the list entering Vladivostock last year with 
a total tonnage of 49,000. The growing commercial interests of 
the German in this region, combined with their determination to 
exploit the district of the Amur, is sufficient to account for the 
visit of Prince Henry of Prussia to Vladivostock, and the other- 
wise uninteresting town of Khabarovka, on the great waterway of 

Eastern Siberia. 


New Mints. 


The American Consul-General at Shanghai reports that 
machinery for a mint at Chengtu has just been set up and tested. 
It was furnished by a machine company of Bridgeton (U.S.A.), and 
is of sufficient capacity to turn out 5,000 dollars and 18,000 coins 
smaller than the dollar per hour. It is intended to make dollars, 
half dollars, 25 cent. pieces, dimes, and 5 cent pieces.- This 
Company also supplied the machinery for a new mint for making 
copper cash at Wuchang. This mint, with a capacity of 36,000 
cash per hour, has been in operation two weeks. 

The machinery for the mint at Chengtu was delivered by the ‘ 
company supplying it free on board at Ichang, the head of navi- 
gation of the Yangtze river, where it was taken in charge by the 
Chinese authorities. Its subsequent treatment was characteristic. 


a 
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The machinery was in boxes, as shipped from the factory. It was 
left on the bank at Ichang for a month, so close to the water that 
when a slight flood came the boxes were under water, and the 
muddy water deposited sediment until the boxes were full of mud. 
In this condition they were taken to Chengtu, being about two 
months on the way. When the boxes were opened, they were 
found to be caked up solidly with mud, except where the rats had 
dug holes and made nests while the boxes lay at the arsenal. The 
machinery finally was got into condition to be put together, but 
the dies were so badly rusted that they would be condemned in an 
American mint. The Chinese, however, made no objections to the 
imperfect places in the coins, apparently thinking them additional 
safeguards against counterfeiting Some parts of the machinery 
were entirely ruined, and others were so badly rusted that they 
cannot last long. 


RAILWAYS IN JAPAN. 


The American Consul General at Yokohama in a report to his 
Government on railways in Japan states that the total length of 
line in that country on 31st July last amounted to 2,321 miles 
completed out of a total of 3,521 miles authorised. 


THE PROGRESS OF DJIBOUTIL. 


With reference to an article on pp. 281-82 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for September last, on the development of Djiboutil, 
the port of French Somaliland, a correspondent of the “ Politique 
Coloniale ” of the 27th October last also calls attention to the rapid 
progress made at that place. He states that not only have the old 
straw huts of the native settlement given place to solid buildings, 
but a new native village of some 600 houses has sprung up. On 
the Serpent plateau where the terminus of the Harrar railway has 
been built, many other houses have been erected, including a hotel 
restaurant. 

The most important sign of progress is, however, to be seen in 
the construction of the Harrar railway, which is already 80 kilo- 
metre (nearly 50 miles) long. 


CaRAVAN TRADE BETWEEN ERYTHREA AND ABYSSINIA. 


The “ Bolletino di Notizie Commerciali” publishes the following 
figures, showing the value of the caravan trade between Abyssinia 
and the Italian colony of Erythrea for the three months, April— 
June, 1898 :— 

£ 


Imports into Erythrea from Abyssinia ... 5,561 
Exports from Erythrea to Abyssinia... 3,992 


£9,553 
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The imports into Erythrea consist chiefly of coffee, ivory, honey, 
wax, pepper, agricultural produce, and butter. The exports to 

yssinia are principally cotton piece goods, liquors, iron, 
petroleum, and cattle. 


TRADE WITH POLYNESIA. 
The “ Manufacturer” states that the recently incorporated 


’ Polynesian Steamship Company purposes to establish regular 


monthly communication between San Francisco and the ports of 
the Society and Friendly Islands. 

The principal exports of the islands are cotton, sugar, chemicals, 
drugs, dye stuffs, and other tropical staples, while their imports 
include everything in the way of manufactured goods, petroleum, 
provisions, breadstuffs, and other food products, which are not 
produced in the tropics. There is a large demand throughout the 
archipelago for labour-saving machinery and agricultural imple- 
ments, and as the facilities for production are improved, their 
productive power will be multiplied rapidly. The total trade of 
the islands now amounts to about 1,000,000/., and is entirely con 
ducted by three small sailing vessels. It is scarcely to be 
expected, therefore, that they would develop a very large trade. 

The new company proposes to charter two steamers at once to 
be used until three new ones are built, which will be especially 
adapted for the trade, and will comply with the conditions of the 
United States Mail Subsidy Law, under which they will be entitled 
to about 4s. a mile for carrying the mails. The French Govern- 
ment, to which the Society and Friendly Islands belong, has 
offered a subsidy of 20,000/.a year as an inducement for the 
establishment of steamship communication, and that, together with 
the mail subsidies from our Government, is expected to make up 
the deficit that may arise. The first steamer is expected to leave 
San Francisco about the Ist of January, and will stop at Honolulu 
en route. The Society and Friendly group are almost directly 
south of the Hawaiian Islands, near the Tropic of Capricorn, and 
directly west of the northern part of Chile. 


Toe CANADIAN Datry INDUSTRY. 


Something like an approximation of the growth in output of 
dairy product by Canada during the past third of a century can be 
made by studying the increase in the number of cheese and butter 
factories in the Dominion since 1871, and the enlarged capacity of 
them as seen in the following tables :— 


Cheese Factories in Canada, 


Year, No. 
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Besides 203 factories which produce both butter and cheese. The 
growth of the creamery industry is illustrated by the following 
figures :— 


Creameries in Canada. 


Year. No. 


46 


The “ Monetary Times” quotes these figures from Mr. George 
Johnson, the Dominion statistician, who says that the average 
output of cheese in 1891 was valued at $6,250 per factory, and in 
1871 it was worth $4,570. The average value per factory for 
1897-98, Mr. Johnson estimates at $5,570, or about $1,000 more 
than in 1871, giving an output in 1897 of about $15,800,000 
against an output in 1891 of $9,780,000; in 1881 of $5,460,000, 
and in 1871 of $1,602,000. In 1891 the output of butter per 
factory was $5,400. At the same rate the output in 1897-98 would 
be about $3,018,600. 


TINNED SALMON OF THE Paciric Coast. 


The “ Monetary Times” of Toronto quotes an estimate, apparently 
authoritative, of the salmon pack of the British Columbia and Puget 
Sound canneries which appeared in the “The Vancouver World” 
of 13th September. It places the pack this year at—exclusive of 
that put up at Alert Bay and on the West Coast—408,085 cases as 
against 1,015,477 cases put up at British Columbia canneries alone 
last year. The packs for the Puget Sound canneries, it will be 
noticed, are enormous when compared with the packs on the 
Canadian side, that of the Alaskan Packers’ Association being par- 
ticularly large. Last year the total pack on the Fraser was 860,459 
cases, as against 184,685 ¢ases this year. In 1897 there were 
65,905 cases packed on the Skeena, as against 92,200 packed this 
year, and on the Rivers Inlet 113,200 cases were packed this year 
as against 40,207 last year, exclusive of the Lowe Inlet pack, 
which was 10,666 cases, and which this year is included in the 
pack under Rivers Inlet. The canneries on the Fraser River, 46 
in number, have put up 184,685 cases in quantities of from 1,000 
to 12,000 each. On Puget Sound 15 canneries put up 244,700 
cases, the Alaska Packers’ Association alone packing 75,000. 
Rivers Inlet put up 113,200 cases (seven canneries) ; Skeena River, 
92,200, also with seven. On the Naas River there are but two 
which pack 18,000 cases. 
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Coat IN NEWFOUNDLAND. 


The “Engineering and Mining Journal” reports that on 24th 
July trains began running over the whole length of the Newfound- 
land Railroad from St. John to Port-aux-Basques. The branch to 
Grand Lake is also completed. Heretofore coal mining and explora- 
tion have only been carried out on a very small scale over the 50 
square miles of the Grand Lake coal fields. The largest output, so 
far, is from the pit at the end of the branch railway ; a very large 
deposit is in sight there. Since the line was completed, operations 
have commenced on a coal seam which has been opened on the 
main line, near Goose Brook. This coal is of excellent quality, 
and there is every indication not only of a large deposit, but that 
the coal measure and workable areas of coal extend much further 
than was at first supposed. Recent exploration and actual working 
show clearly that the whole of the western portion of the island 
is more or less a coal-field. The north-east portion of this car- 
boniferous area, as it is now being traced out, pushes into the 
interior, and not towards the gulf. There are three coal areas in 
Newfoundland—Grand Lake, St. George Bay, and Codroy. The 
two latter are known to be extensive coal-fields, producing very 
superior coal. It is probable that in the near future the Codroy 
coal will be worked; it is the best steam coal of all, is very near 
Port-aux-Basques, the terminus of the railway, and is already 
owned by Messrs. Reid. 


PropuctTion oF WINE IN SouTH AUSTRALIA. 
According to the “Australasian Trade Review,” the South 
Australian vintage statistics show that the total production of wine 
in 1898 was 1,263,998 gallons, against 1,898,105 gallons last year, 
the falling off being due to the drought. There were 3,717,008 
gallons in stock at the end of the vintage, as compared with 4,371,951 
gallons 12 months ago. 


MINERAL PRODUCTION OF NEW ZEALAND. 

The “New Zealand Trade Review” furnishes the subjoined 
particulars of the value of the mineral productions of New Zealand 
for the years ending 31st December, 1897 and 1896, taken from 
the annual statement of the Minister of Mines. 


1897. 1896, 

Quantity. Value. Quantity, Value. 

& 
Gold ... 251,645 980,204 | 263,694 oz. 1,041,428 
Silver ... 183,892 ,, 20,872 94,307 ,, 10,589 
Antimony Ore ae 10 tons 157 21 tons 450 
Manganese Ore 180 ,, 541 65 ,, 205 
Mixed Minerals 1,561 ,, 5,892 1,335 
451,915 | 792,851 ,, 428,648 
KauriGum ...  ...| 16,641 ,, 398,010 7,126 ,, 431,323 
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The decrease is in gold and kauri gum, silver and coal showing 
an increase, Although not yet of important dimensions, the value 
of mixed minerals also shows a substantial increase. The total for 
1896, though better than that for 1897, was in its turn below that 
for 1895 by 91,7361., the value of gold alone being less by over 
120,0000. 


Customs REVENUE oF NEW ZEALAND. 


The “ New Zealand Trade Review ” states that the total customs 
revenue of New Zealand for the fiscal year ended 30th June, 1898, 
amounted to 1,937,869/., as against 1,857,755/. in 1896-97, 
1,669,088/. in 1895-96, and 1,566,428/. in 1894-95. 


Dairy Inpustry or NEW ZEALAND. 


The “New Zealand Trade Review” reports that the dairy 
industry of that colony makes steady progress, and is taking 
firmer root year by year. The number of factories is increasing, 
and the methods of production and quality of the product improv- 
ing. For two seasons in succession a good market has been 
found in Australia, after the close of the regular British demand, 
which has given great encouragement to producers and dealers. 

The total quantities and values of the exports of butter and 
cheese from New Zealand during the past three years, ending with 
the 30th June, are as follows :— 


— 1897-98. 1896-97, | 1895-96. 


Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.) Value. | Quantity.) Value. 

Butter ... ee | 97,727 | 404,049 88,683 | 357,187 61,945 250,885 
Cheese ... ds 69,833 | 136,146 78,384 | 151,298 67,262 121,993 


£540,195 £508,485 | £372,878 


In the two years the quantity of butter has increased by more 
than 50 per cent., but the shipments of cheese for 1897-8 show a 
shrinkage which brings them to less than 4 per cent. above those 
of 1895-6. 

The declared values give an average for butter of 82s. 8d., 
80s. 6d., and 81s. respectively, for the three years; and for cheese 
39s., 38s. 7d., and 36s. 3d. per cwt. 

The increase in the exports of butter is from the North Island, 
the South Island presenting a slight falling-off. The North Island 
furnishes between 86 and 87 per cent., and the Taranaki district 
between 53 and 54 per cent. of the shipments of butter. 

Of the shipments of cheese about 524 per cent. go from the 
South Island, and 47} per cent. from the North Island. 
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XVII.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Birmingham.—At the meeting of the Birmingham Chamber of 
Commerce on 19th October last, several subjects of commercial 
interest were discussed. The meeting of the Associated Chambers 
is approaching, and that body, with a view of concentrating the 
influence of the Chambers, in order that more effective action may 
be taken, is asking for expressions of opinion as to what subject 
should be discussed. Three matters in which legislation is con- 
sidered necessary have been mentioned. First, there is the metric 
system, second, the registration of firms, third, the perplexing 


‘question of County Court jurisdiction. The Birmingham Chamber 


decided to favour the discussion of the first two subjects. 

An important matter relating to commerce in West Africa has 
been raised by the Manchester Chamber. The Manchester mer- 
chants suggest the formation of a committee of gentlemen well 
versed in the affairs of that region to confer with and advise the 
Government on points of commercial interest. Birmingham, how- 
ever, has only a slight concern in West African trade, and the 
Chamber fights a little shy of seeming to presume to advise the 
Government; so they decided not to take any action. 


Bradford.—A meeting of the council of this Chamber was held 
on the 26th October last, Mr. H. Sutcliffe in the chair. 

The minutes of the spinners’ section showed that it had been 
resolved to send out a circular to 31 spinners who comb their own 
tops, asking them to assist the section at arriving at a decision as 
to what is a reasonable allowance for fatty matters and insolubles 
in tops. 

Other matters referred to were the Argentine tariff, the proposed 
railway station at West Bowling, and a letter received from the 
Foreign Office urging exporters to declare the ultimate destination 
of goods exported. 

Bristol—The ordinary monthly meeting of this Chamber was 
held on 26th October last, Mr. J. Holman (president) in the chair. 

Three reports were presented from the special commissioner 
appointed by the Board of Trade to inquire into, and report upon, 
the conditions and prospects of British trade with certain South 
American republics. The first and second reports related to Chili, 
and the third to the Argentine Republic. The president stated 
that the information contained in these reports was of a most 
valuable character to merchants and others interested in South 
American trade, and that they were open to the inspection of 
members of the Chamber at any time during office hours. 

The president reported that the Foreign Office had received 
information from H.M. Consul at Palermo, stating that there was 
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a possible market for a cheap table and fancy glass manufacture, 
and that he would be glad to place British price lists in the hands 


of local dealers on being supplied with same. It was reported that: 


glass of the above description obtainable at Palermo was of a heavy 
and expensive character. 

The questions of port development, and the Avonmouth and 
Severn Tunnel Junction Railway, were also discussed. 


Cardif.—The monthly meeting of the Cardiff Chamber of 
Commerce was held at the Exchange on 20th October last, under 
the presidency of Mr. W. Lester Jones. 

Mr. J. M. Jennings presented a brief summary of the consular 
reports, in which he said the consuls abroad called special attention 
to the value of commercial training. He pointed out that com- 
mercial schools were being established in Austria, Belgium, 
and Germany. In the German schools they were going so far as 
to teach Chinese. In Belgium a course of two or three years was 
given to commercial education, part of which was to put the 
students through practical office work. 

Sir John Gunn asked whether this matter had not been brought 
before the local college authorities. 

Mr. J. Andrews said that was so. Some time ago he had an 


interview with the college authorities of Cardiff, and they readily. 


recognised the importance of the matter, and offered to co-operate 
to the fullest extent with any efforts made by the Cardiff Chamber. 
The college authorities pointed out that it would be necessary in 
order to make the classes a success, that students, on passing 
through the courses and holding the proposed certificates, should 


be given a preference by Cardiff merchants in respect of any. 


vacancies that might arise in their offices. 

The subject then dropped, on the understanding that a resolution 
would be proposed at a future meeting. 

A letter was read from the Foreign Office on the subject. of 


alleged inaccuracies in the export trade statistics, and stating that. 
if such inaccuracies existed it was the fault of the exporters making’ 


false declarations to the customs authorities. 


Dewsbury.--A méeting of the Dewsbury Chamber of Commerce 
was held at the Town Hall, on 13th October last, Mr. Fox in’ the 
chair. The secretary read acircular letter from the Foreign Office, 
with regard to exports, stating that an error had been made in the 
returns owing to incorrect declaration as the destination of goods. 
In order to obtain a correct statement, information should be given 
as to the ultimate destination of all goods exported. The secretary 
also reported the receipt of a letter from the Worcester Chamber 
of Commerce stating that money could be found for the Burmah- 
Yangtse Railway, but capitalists would not move until a concession 
had been obtained from the Chinese Government for the construction 
of the railway. A letter had been prepared to be sent to the 
press, urging the Government to at once obtain concession for the 
construction of this railway, and the president of the Dewsbury 
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Chamber was asked to sign the letter. It was explained that a few 
meetings ago the Dewsbury Chamber passed a resolution urging 
the Government to secure concession for the construction of 
railways in China, but more especially from the Treaty ports to 
their hinterlands. The president was authorised to sign the letter 
as requested. 


_ _. Heckmondwike-—A meeting of this Chamber was held on 

November 1 last, Mr. Joseph Stead (president) occupying the 
chair. 

Some correspondence was read referring to the question of river 
pollution, and it was mentioned that the County Council had 
received a letter from the Home Office urging the inadvisability of 
suspending action on the part of the Rivers Board until the report 
of the Royal Commission on the subject was issued, as that would 
probably be some considerable time. A letter from the Liverpool 
Chamber referred to an approaching lecture by Mr R. A. Yerburgh, 
M.P., on the subject of China as affecting commerce, and it was 
resolved to hand the correspondence over to Mr. T. F. Firth, with 
a request to represent the Chamber at the Liverpool meeting, if 
possible. 

Mr. T. Redfearn suggested the advisability of chambers sending 
their own representatives into foreign countries. This, he said, 
would ensure more reliable reports, and the trade of this country 
would, he felt confident, be benefited thereby. 


Liverpool A meeting of the committee of the African trade 
section of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was held 25th 
October last in the boardroom of the Chamber, Mr. Alfred L. Jones, 
chairman of the section, presiding. Communications had been 
received from the Chambers of Commerce of London, Manchester, 
and Glasgow on the subject of approaching the Government in 
support of the representation made by the committee as to com- 
pensation to merchants for losses incurred in the recent revolt. 
The Manchester Chamber had passed a resolution advocating the 
granting of such compensation by the Government, and the 
London Chamber were shortly to hold a meeting to consider 
the subject. The Glasgow Chamber, after consideration, had . 
declined to move in the matter. 

In a recent letter from the Colonial Office on the subject of the 
compulsory provision by importers of their own bonded ware- 
houses at Freetown after the 30th June next, Mr. Chamberlain had 
said that “for the use of smaller traders a warehouse could be 
provided by private enterprise, and that he would be prepared to 
approve of the Colonial Government giving facilities for that 
purpose.” The committee, after a lengthy discussion of the 
subject, resolved to ask Mr. Chamberlain to state the nature of the 
facilities which he suggested should be given to the providers of 
warehouse accommodation for the small importers. 

The Colonial Office had forwarded a printed copy of the report 
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of the Commission appointed by the Governor of Lagos to inquire 


into the state of the trade of the Colony. A sub-committee was 
appointed to consider the report, consisting of the chairman and 
Messrs. Dodd, Holt, Hutchinson, and Radcliffe. 

The rest of the business consisted of consideration of questions 
relating to the cultivation of rubber, collection of samples from 
Benin, trade practices of the Royal Niger Company, &c. 


The monthly meeting of the council of this Chamber was held 


on the 4th November, Mr. F. C. Danson in the chair. 

A complaint had been made to the Chamber that shippers of 
goods at through rates to the Continent, vié Antwerp, are not per- 
mitted by the regulations of that port to examine the goods when 
landed there, and before being forwarded from Antwerp, and that 
it was impossible therefore to ascertain at what period of the 
transit shortage or damage, if any, has occurred. It was pointed 
out that the regulations at Rotterdam and Hamburg allowed such 
an examination to take place. The Committee accordingly con- 
sulted those firms who ship to the Continent, vid Antwerp, at 
through rates as to the desirability of moving for an alteration in 
the regulations of the ports of Antwerp, so as to make them con- 
form in this matter to those of Rotterdam and Hamburg. A 
letter was sent to the Antwerp Chamber of Commerce urging that 
body to use its influence in the desired direction. 

The Shipowners’ Association of Liverpool have called the atten- 
tion of the Chamber to the undue delay experienced in discharging 
vessels at Bremerhaven, and have asked the Chamber to approach 
the Bremen Chamber on the subject. 


Walsall.—Mr. H. D. Clark presided at the monthly meeting of 
the council of this Chamber, held on 31st October last. 

A communication was received from the Worcester Chamber of 
Commerce on the subject of British interests in China. The chair- 
man stated that their friends at Worcester seemed to be most 
energetic in the matter. The circular had been discussed by 
various Chambers. It was a most intricate question. There 
could be no harm in signing the manifesto from the Worcester 
Chamber, and it might do a great deal of good. 

With regard to the question of British trade with South 
America, the chairman said that three reports had been received 
by the commissioner who was appointed by the Board of Trade. 
It was not the German bogey, he thought, of which they had 
heard so much of late, that they had so greatly to fear. With 
regard to the trade in the Southern States of America, that bogey, 
he contended, had been very much over-rated. If we had anyone 
to fight so far as trade was concerned, it was the United States o 
America. 
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XVII.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Administration Report on the Railways in India for 1897-98 
by A. Brereton, Esq., Director of Railway Traffic and Statistics. 
(C. 8921.) Price 3s. 2d. 

This return gives the detailed statistical account of the railways 
of India in 1897-98. The report states that the total length of 
railways open and sanctioned on the 31st March, 1898, after 


allowing for minor corrections of mileage, was 25, 4544 miles, being 


a net increase of 926 miles during the year. The total length of 
railways open for traffic on the same date was 21,156; miles, being 
a net increase of 766 miles, leaving 4,298 miles still under con- 
struction or sanctioned. 

The mean mileage worked during the calendar year was 20,531 
miles, being an increase of 748 miles over the figures of the 
previous year. 

The total capital outlay on railways open to the traffic amounted 
on the 3lst December, 1897, to Rs. 259°57 crores, being an increase 
of Rs. 6-41 crores as compared with the expenditure incurred to the 
end of the previous year. 

The gross earnings in 1897 amounted to Rs. 25,59,51,692, or 
Rs. 22,91,267 more than in the previous year; the working 
expenses amounted to Rs. 12,51,11,631, and absorbed 48°88 per 
cent. of the gross earnings against 48-09 per cent. in 1896. The 
net earnings amounted to Rs. 13,08,40,061, being a decrease of 
Rs. 8,43,489. 

The statistical return on the capital expenditure, as entered in 
Yupees in the books in India, was 5-04 per cent., against 5-20 per 


cent. in the previous year. 


After allowing for minor corrections of mileage, &c., the total 
mileage open and sanctioned on the 31st March, 1898, was— 


Standard} Metre | Special 
Gauge. | Gauge. | Gauges. Total. 
Miles. Miles. Miles. Miles. 
State lines worked by Companies «| 4,500 7,654 56% | 12,211 
State lines worked by the State... | 5,1632 7404 28} 5.9324 
‘Lines worked by guaranted Companies... 2,7222 2.722% 
Assisted panies 8774 507} 1053 1,4904 
Lines owned by Native tates and worked 
t 709 616, | 1463 | 1,472} 
Lines owned by N ative States and worked 204 37} 241} 
: by State Railway Agency ... ie 
Lines owned and worked int Native States = 1,144 167} 1,3114 
Foreign lines ove 734 734 
Total to the end of March, 1898 ...| 14,1774 | 10,7354 | 542 | 25,4543 


2. General Report of the Board of Trade in regard to the Share 
and Loan Capital, Traffic in Passengers and Goods, and the Working 
Expenditure and Net Profits from Railway Working of the Railway 
Companies of the United Kingdom for the Year 1897. (C. 8960.) 
Price 44d. 


‘ 
4 
- { 


Noy. 1898. ] RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 603: 


This is the annual report published by the Board of Trade, 
which sums up the returns as to capital and traffic made to the 
Board by the various railway companies. 

It states that the forecast made at the conclusion of the report 
which was submitted a year ago, as to the results which would 
probably be shown by the returns for 1897, has been fully 
justified. It was stated in that report that the improvement of 
railway business which had been observable during the first 
portion of last year was at a somewhat slackened rate as compared 
with that shown in 1896, and it was added that it would probably 
be found, when the returns for 1897 had been made up, that that 
improvement had been accompanied by a larger proportionate 
increase in expenditure. The actual facts brought out by the returns 
for 1897 prove these statements to have been well founded. There 
was a very considerable increase last year in the revenue earned by 
the companies as compared with that earned in 1896, though it 
was smaller in amount than the increase of 1896 over 1895. There 
was also a large increase in the expenditure of the companies, a 
larger increase in fact than that of 1896 over 1895, and one of 
such magnitude as to reduce the improvement in the net earnings 
to only moderate proportions. This result, coupled with an 
increase in capital, caused mainly by division of stocks, has effected 
an apparent reduction in the percentage proportion of the net 
earnings to the total capital paid up toa fraction lower than the pro- 
portion in 1894, and to only ‘13 higher than the proportion for 1893. 

3. Railway Accidents. Returns of Accidents and Casualties as 


reported to the Board of Trade by the several Railway Companies 


in the United Kingdom during the Sia Months ending 30th June, 
1898, together with Reports of the Inspecting Officers of the Railway 
Department to the Board of Trade upon certain accidents which were 
inquired into. (C. 8991.) Price 9d. 

The present return shows that the number of persons killed 
and injured on railways in the United Kingdom in the course of 
public traffic during the six months ending 30th June, 1898, 
as reported to the Board of Trade, was as follows :—- 


nee Killed. | Injured. 
Passengers :— 

From accidents to trains, 10 304 

By accidents from other causes os Sos 56 538 
Servants of Companies or Contractors* :— 

From accidents to trains, &e. 4 39 

By accidents from other causes 231 1,773 
Other Persons :— 

From accidents to trains, &c. ... eee ose 
Persons passing over railways at level crossings . ose eee 28 16 
Trespassers (including suicides) ... 201 78 
Persons on business at stations, aie and other persons not 26 49 

coming in above classification . 

Total oes 546 | 2,797 


* Of contractors’ servants, 6 were killed and 13 injured. 


i 
j 
i 
j 
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In addition to the above, the railway companies have reported 
to the Board of Trade, in pursuance of the 6th section of the 
Regulation of Railways Act, 1671, accidents which occurred upon 
their premises, but in which the movement of vehicles used 
exclusively upon railways was not concerned. In this class of 
accidents 29 persons were killed and 4,497 injured. 

Thus the total number of personal accidents reported to the 
Board of Trade by the several railway companies during the six 


months amounts to 575 persons killed and 7,294 injured. 


4. Foreign Trade Competition. Opinions of Her Majesty's 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers on British Trade Methods. 
(C. 9078.) Price 103d. 

This is a return prepared in the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade, and dated October, 1898. In the introduction it 
is stated that a memorandum which is appended has reference 
to the various diplomatic and consular reports issued by Her 
Majesty’s Government since the beginning of 1896, dealing with 
the question of foreign trade competition, in which criticisms are 
made on the methods of British merchants and manufacturers in 
meeting that competition. The extracts, 171 in number, from 
the reports themselves, are also printed as an appendix. Many of 
these criticisms and suggestions have already received a consider- 
able amount of notice, as they appeared in the ‘“ Board of Trade 
Journal,” or in the separate consular and diplomatic reports, but in 
view of the widespread interest taken in the subject, it seemed 
desirable to reprint them in a complete form, in order to show 
how general among the diplomatic and consular agents of this 
country is the impression that the methods of British traders are 
capable of improvement in meeting foreign competition. 


5. Weights and Measures Report by the Board of Trade on their 
Proceedings and Business under the Weights and Measures Acts. 
(367.) Price 3d. 

It is stated in the return that in pursuance of Section 33 of the 
Weights and Measures Act, 1878, the Board of Trade make the 
following Report to Parliament :— 

The attention of the local authorities has been drawn by the 
Board of Trade to the provisions of the Weights and Measures 
(Metric System) Act, 1897, which Act makes the use of metric 
weights and measures permissible in trade. A copy of a circular 
communication dated 16th July, 1898, issued by the Board of 
Trade to local authorities, is appended to the present report 
(Appendix No. 1). Copies are also appended of two Orders in 
Council, dated 19th May last, which were made to give effect to 
the above Act. These Orders have reference to the denominations 
of Board of Trade Metric Standards, and to the equivalents of 
Imperial weights and measures in terms of the Metric System 
(Appendices Nos. 2 and 3). 

On the application of the Board of Trade the council of the 
Royal Society appointed a committee on 13th December last to 


= 
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consider the form in which the tables of metric equivalents and the 
standards should be scheduled in the orders above referred to. The 
committee, which was composed of the president, treasurer, 
secretaries, and the following fellows of the society :—Professor 
R. B. Clifton, Professor G. Carey Foster, Dr. G. Johnstone Stoney, 
Dr. T. E. Thorpe, and Professor W. C. Unwin, approved the tables, 
and the Royal Society recommended them to the Board of Trade 
for adoption. They were adopted and scheduled to the orders. 


6. Government Laboratory. Report of the Principal Chemist upon 
the work of the Inland Revenue Branch of the Government Laboratory 
for the year ended 31st March, 1898. (P. 2035.) Price 14d. 

This is the annual statement prepared by the Principal Chemist 
of the Government Laboratory for the year ended the 31st 
March, 1898. 

In the report it is stated that the number of analyses and exam- 
inations made during the year amounts to 65,313. This is a slight 
increase over the previous year, notwithstanding the interruption 
to their work in October last, caused by the removal of the Depart- 
ment from Somerset House to the new Laboratory which their 
Lordships directed should be built. 

The new Laboratory has not only conduced to the comfort and 
healthier condition of the staff, but also to the expedition, efficiency 
and economy with which the work can be conducted. The arrange- 
ments and fittings of the Laboratory have met with the approbation 
of the many eminent men of science, both of this country and 
abroad, who have inspected them. 

The business of the Government Laboratory has been divided 
into two main branches—(1) Work in connection with the Revenue 
Departments, and (2) Work in connection with other Government 
Departments. 


| 

| 

| 

| 


606 STATISTICAL TABLES. [Nov. 1898, 


XIX.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 
I.—ForEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Statement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep Kixepom during the Month and Ten Months ended 31st 
October, 1898, compared with the corresponding periods of the 
year 1897. 

MontH ENDED 31st OcropeEr. 


I. Imports From Forreran Countries AND BritisH Possessions. 


Month ended 
31st October. In 
1898, | 1897, 
£ £ £ £ 
Animals, living food) . 902,133 | 932,103 29,970 
IL. (A.) Articles of food and | drink, 
duty free 18,572,295 |13,032,059 | 540,236 _ 
(B.) ‘of food and drink, 
dutiable ... oon | 8,182,481 | 3,166,814 15,667 
Tobacco, dutiable ... eis 365,272 314,546 50,726 
IIT. Metals .. 1,657,870 | 1,853,430 — 195,560 
ay, Chemicals, dyestuffs ‘and “tanning 
substances 312,889 329,470 16,581 
V. Oils... 643,011 | 735,969 92,958 
VI. Raw materials for textile manu- 
factures 8,729,088 | 4,517,481 _ 788,393 
VIL. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures .. ut 5,445,853 | 5,241,185 204,168 
VIII. Manufactured articles |... 7,501,247 | 7,591,416 a 90,169 
IX. (A. | 1,179,478 | 1,244,130 64,652 
(B.) Parcel post .. oo one | 86,160 24,396 
Total value ... ... {88,601,673 |39,044,763 443,090 


II. Exrortrs or British anp Irish Propuce MANUFACTURES. 


£ £ £ £ 
I, Animals, living .. | 87,628 | 118,202 _ 30,574 
II. Articles of food and drink : ees | 1,209,155 | 1,297,111 _ 87,956 
III. Raw materials 1,971,830 | 1,711,866 | 259,964 owe 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 
A.) Yarns and "textile fabrics... 7,694,460 | 7,279,313 | 415,147 = 
B.) Metals and articles manufac- 
yoo (except machinery)| 2,775,407 | 3,053,570 _— 278,163 
Machinery and millwork | 1,677,790 | 1,173,467 | 504,323 
and articles of per- 
756,286 | 835,166 _ 78,880 
Ch Chemicals “and chemical and 
medicinal preparations ... 673,680 708,696 - 35,016 
F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured | 2,802,223 | 2,909,626 _ 107,403 
(G.) Parcel post wee | 214,560 | 196,035 18,525 
Total value ... _|19,863,019 |19,283,052 | - 579,967 


IIT. Exports or Foreign anp CoLontaL Propvuce. 


£ £ 
Total value ... ... ... | 5,099,583 | 4,605,679 | 493,904 
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I.—ForEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KinGDOM—continued. 
Tren Monrus ENDED 3lst OcToBER. 


I. Imports rrom Countrigzs anp Britisn Possessions. 


Ten months ended 
31st October. 
1898, 1897. 
£ & 
I. Animals, od pen: 8,985,734 | 9,756,079 770,345 


Il. (A) J Articles of food and drink, duty 


|  — 
(B.) Articles “of food and drink, 


Tobacco, dutiable ... ... «..| 3,120,860 | 3,309,093 — 188,733 
VE. Taw materials for textile manufac-| 
.|58,869,907 |53,976,397 106,490 
Vil. materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures ... ‘ad .--/44,009,826 |44,217,187 207,861 
Manufactured articles ++172,917,779 |71,923,508 | 994,271 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles {11,685,891 |22,054,220 | 681,171 
Parcel post 4. sss 1,188,056 | 838,716 | 299,340) — 


..[388,311,220 308,681,466 14,629,754 


Total value... | 
| 


II. Exports or British anp Irish Propuck AND MANUFACTURE. 


I, Animals, living 897,746 | 934,521 36,775 
IL Articles of food and drink 9,832,095 | 9,803,010 29,085 
III. Raw materials .. ++-|17,054,951 |16,773,369 | 281,582 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly b| 
manufactured, 
A.) Yarns and textile fabrics ++-|78,897,877 |80,721,399 2,323,522 
B.) Metals and articles manufac- 


tured therefrom (except machinery)|27,234,031 |28,472,747 _ 1,238,716 
.) Machinery and millwork ++-/14,997,237 |13,988,135 | 1,009,102 


D.) Apparel and articles of personal 
7,950,649 | 8,296,143 _ 345,494 


(E.) ) Chemicals” ‘and chemical and 
medicinal preparations... --| 6,987,036 | 7,205,374 _ 218,338 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured ...|27,545,884 |27,423,651 122,233 os 
(G.) Parcel post ... 1,694,671 | 1,656,879 | 88,792 


Total value... — | 2,682,051 


III. Exports or Foreign anp Propvce. 


£ £ £ 
Total value ... ... |50,615,673 | — 61,690 


| | 
| 
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IIT.—Corn PRICEs. 


Return of the Quantities soLD and AvERAGE Prices oF Britisn 
Corn, ImpertaL Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
Quantities sold. 

Qrs. bus. Qre. bus. Qrs. bus, 

Week ended ist October, 1398 ... ...| 80,909 4 | 117,759 7 27,014 3 

ves 78,992 =| 220,682 | 29685 5 

75,710 8 | 246,164 2 16,473 5 

October, 1898 401,852 =| 997,976 7 | 118,523 
Corresponding month in 1897... ~—...|-: 321,999 7 | 917,487 7 | 69,822 3 
1896 295,264 7 | 892,999 8 72,418 6 
Average Prices, 

Week ended Ist October, 1898 ... 25 9 | 16 7 
2%h 274 | 8 16 8 
September, 1898 ... 26 27 8 s 
June 7 2 8 20 8 
May 0 2 69 21 0 
April 36 (0 27 18 2 
March 7 28 1 
February 85 27.69 27. 7 
January 849 27. 67 
December, 1897 3m | 8 9 
» 1895 24 6 2 5 13 


H 

i 
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1898. 


Return of the Numsers, Nationauities, and Destinations of the 
PasseNGERS that left the Unrrep Krixapom for Puaces out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 31st October, 1898, and the 
Ten Months ended 31st October, 1898, compared with the 
corresponding periods of the previous Year. 


Totat | 
United | British N.| Austral f Good All Bd 
-| 
Nationalities. States. | America.| asia. | Hope and = a Total. sponding 
Natal. P pervoa, 


English ... «| 4,484 | 1,068 | 1,262 | 1,948 | 1,597 | 10,854 | 11,424 


oo | 128 | 529 | 915 | 1,750 | 1,720 
Ish 8,987 73 | us | 174 | 102 | 8,719 | 3,265 
Total of British | 

origin... ...| 9,457 | 1,202 | 1,499 | 9651 | 2,014 | 15,823 | 26,409 | 
Foreigners ... att 4,122 912 23 687 251 5,995 6,576 ; 


Nationalities not 
distinguished ... 68 2 611 681 774 


Total ... «| 12,647 2,116 | 1,522 8,338 | 2,876 | 22,499 23,759 


sponding 13211 | 1,666 | 2,126 | 3,879 | 2,877 | 23,759 | — 


Total for corre- 
month, 1897 i 


English ...  ...| 36,736 | 14,800 | 7,800 | 12,653 | 7,870 | 78,859 | 83,734 
Scotch ... «| 6,713 | 1,668 | 988 | 8,093 | 1,280 | 13,787 | 14,374 
Iridh  —... we | 29,800 gig | 748 | 1,074 | 846 | 82,286 | 33,720 


Total of British 
origin ... ... | 72,719 | 16,781 | 9,086 | 16,820 | 9,496 | 124,882 | 131,828 


Foreigners... ee | 87,360 8,808 216 4,957 | 1,588 | 52,879 56,262 
Nationalities not 
distinguished ... 510 82 20 2 | 2,612 38,176 3,178 
Total ... | 110,619 | 25,621 | 9,272 | 21,779 | 18,646 180,987 | 191,268 
Total for corre- 
sponding 120,640 | 21,418 | 10,410 | 24,924 | 13,876 | 191,268 ns 
months, 1897 


Notr.—The above figures, being made up at > te possible date after the close of each 
month, are subject to cvrrection in the Annual Re 


i 
Month ended 31st October. 
Ten months ended 31st October. 
| | 
| 
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IV.— ALIEN 1898. 

Return of the Numper of Auiens that arrived from the Continent at Ports + in the 
Unitep Kincpom during the Month and Ten Months ended 31st October, 1898, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 

(Compiled from the Auien Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) 


Gothenburg, | 
Hamburg, Rotterdam, Other | 
, and | Amsterdam, | Christiania, Dieppe. | Continental Total. 
Bremerhaven. | and Antwerp. | Gvstian Ports. 
| 
108, 1897. 108. 1897. | 1898. | 1897. | 1898. | 1897, | 1898. | 1897. | 1898, | 1897, 
| 
Month ended 31st October. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America or other 
places out of the United 
K om 
Arrived at London vm 851 598 367 187 187 ee ee 405) 345) 1,810) 1,285 
” sin 299 84 18 4 one 7 wee 45 13 362 108 
” 100 33) 38 26 152 84 84 374 4 
” Tyne Ports 41 33 52 59 158 186 aes 300) 205 3) 483 
ith ... 48 107 37 6 6) 53 237 lid 
» Other ports 34 77 23 13 79 131 wen ° 361 312 497 534 
Total pes - 1,388 873 605 326 582 569 760 762| 1,259) 1,046) 44,594) $3,570 
Aliens en route 
or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : 
Arrived at Grimsby one 10 10 90 49 431}; 1,200)... oe 181 35 712) 1,294 
Hartlepool } 
West... 1 72 1 2 
80) 100 2 2} 915) (558 699} 1,896) 952 
Leith ... 15 1 40 71 41 86 
» Other ports ... 28 52 25 1 239) 399] 871) 
Total 92 197 121 51 1,398 1,783 1 1,209 797 2,821 2,828 
Total of Aliens en route and 
of Aliens not stated to be 
en route to America or other 


1,480) 1,700 726 377; 1,980) 2,352 761 762, 2,468) 1,837) 7,415) 6,398 


—— 


out of the United 
one 


Ten months ended 3ist October. 


Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America or other 
laces out of the United 


om :* 
Total No.... | 16,218, 13,080; 5,329) 4,138, 5,694) 5,502) 6,977) 7,604) 11,056) 12,046) $45,274) +42,370 
Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
om : 
| 


United 
No... ...| 3,723] 3,044) 1,321 735| 11,970) 14,720 27) =... 12,073; 10,930 


Total of Aliens en route and | 
of Alicns not stated to be 
en route to America or other | |. 19941) 16,124) 6,650) 4,873) 17,664) 20,222 7,004) 7,604) 23,129) 22,976 $74,388) $71,799 
8 out, of the United 
om 


29,114) 29,429 


Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Ha:tlepool. The lists received 
Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons who, after landing, 
by train as third-class passengers. 
+ The number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to places out 
of the United oe in the month of October, 1898, was 1,094 and 911 in the same month of 1897; in the ten months 
1898, the number was 10,343, and in the same months of 1897 the number was 9,107. 


ended October, 


: i 
} 
| | | =r 
. 
| 
i * The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, or other * cosage out of the 
: United Kingdom,” and “ Aliens en route to America, &c.,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive 
} Jrom Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it is considered desirable 
: to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the ** Aliens not stated to be en route to America, §c.”’ come to this 
; country for settlement, there being in fact a — emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens 
arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 154, 
Sess. 1898, and Monthly Emigration Returns.) 
+ 'The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 
Goolc Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, London, Middlesbrough, 
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th V.—Bankruptcy.— ENGLAND AND WALES. 
898, Noumser of Recervine Orpers Gazerrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 
tions. 
Ten Months 
October. ended October. 
1898, | 1897. | 1898. | 1897. 
1897, 
No. No. No. No." 
875 | 8,589 | 3,410 | 
— Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
tions :— 
Grocers, &c. 28 | 254 | 251 
1,285 Publicans and hotel keepers, 21 20 213 196 
108 21 15 189 178 | 
762 Bakers ooo eee 10 10 119 95 
534 Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers oe 12 12 116 112 
Greengrocers, fruiterers,&c. ons 13 6 86 48 
$3,570 painters, 11 7 83 15 
Tailors, &c. ... eee 8 9 79 59 
Drapers, haberdashers, 8 10 75 77 
Agents, commission and general... eco. eee 5 8 60 54 
1,294 Clerks, commercial and general... ... 3 _ 54 34 
Fishmongers, poulterers, 6 10 49 41 
2 Confectioners 3 3 49 26 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers... 8 9 45 50 
44 Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw epmgages 
and dealers eee 8 39 $1 
2,828 Cabinet makers and upholsterers eee ooo 4 1 36 20 
— Travellers, commercial, &c. ove 6 4 85 28 
Solicitors ... ose 2 2 33 35 
6,398 Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers... 4 9 33 36 
smiths, &c. ve ove 8 3 82 25 
Furniture dealers and makers... ooo ss 3 2 82 29 
Dairymen, &e. 5 2 81 17 
— Auctioneers .. 8 3. 30 24 \ 
Tobacconists, Sin 1 5 29 38 
Troumongers... Bes. 2 6 25 25 
2 $70 Restaurant, coffee and eating-housekeepers eee 2 4 25 21 
Carpenters and joiners... 2 7 24 33 
Doctors of medicine, physicians, . “Tees 5 2 24 11 
Provision merchants, &c. ... eee 1 8 23 37 
9,429 Directors and promoters of public comp: ove 1 _ 22 13 
— China, glass, and earthenware, &c., d ne 1 1 22 9 
Engineers and founders, 8 22 26 
1.799 Saddlers and harness makers... 3 21 21 
" Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors ae. aa 8 1 21 16 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers... one 3 21 18 
Gardeners, florists, ove 3 20 20 
the Printers and publishers... 1 3 20 25 
rive Clothiers, outfitters, dic, ... 2 2 20 19 
able Officers in Army pe ee 2 3 19 24 
this Blacksmiths, 8 2 19 13 
tens Contractors .. 1 2 19 18 
15, Carriers, carmen, lightermen and ‘hauliers ove 3 19 23 
ow Stationers ... 1 1; 17 
: Millers eas ood 1. 2 18 13 
ived Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants. ood 2 — 17 15 
ing. General dealers 1 17 29 


nths 
| 
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BANKRUFTCY.--ENGLAND AND WALES— continued. 


Ten Months 
October. ended October. 
1898. 1897. 1898, 1897. 

1 Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa-| No. No. No No 

tions—cont 

Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers 3 3 17 23 
t Milliners, dressmakers, &c. eve 3 2 17 22 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. oo ave 3 17 15 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresees 1 3 16 14 
Lodging-house kee 2 3 16 21 
Carriage, &c., buil 3 2 15 14 
Timber merchants and wood dealers 15 
Wine and spirit merchants, ... 2 1 15 15 
Cattle and pig dealers... 1 3 12 14 
g smack owners, and masters... 3 12 10 
i Wheelwrights 1 1 18 
Brokers, stock and share . 12 
i Stone, marble and monumental masons, a on 2 2 10 10 
Architects @nd SUrVEYOFS 3 8 9 
Cotton spinners and manufacturers... 5 1 


VI.—Exprort oF LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 


Great BRITAIN. 


Return of the Numper of Animats exported from IRELAND to Great 
Britars during the Month and Ten Months ended 31st 
October, 1898, compared with the corresponding Periods of 
the Year 1897. 


Ten Months 


October. ended October. 


Animals, 


1898, | 1897. | 1898. | 1897. 


No, N 
Cattle ove ove ove ove nine 183,515] 135,760 | 616,198) 588,052 
Swine ove ove ose coe 58,791) 82,367 | 482,928) 519,313 


Total... 278,11%| 308,177 |1,844,903)1,878,591 


| 
| 
| 
{ 
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VII.—Fisuery Statistics.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 
StaTement of the Toran Quantity and Vatue of the Fisn returned as 
landed on the Enciish and Wetsn Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Ten Months ended 31st 
October, 1898, compared with the corresponding Periods of 
the Year 1897. 
|| Ten Months ended 
October. October. 
1898, | 1897. 1898. | 1897. 
QUANTITY, 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cwts. | 
Prime fish not separately distinguished... _... 2,150 3,718 26,850 30,865 | 
Total prime fish ... «18,467 19,266 169,944 | 168,668 
dua oon ad 42,543 41,395 456,974 $59,049 
235,339 || 2,181,722 | 2,965,539 
Hake... dee 19,202 16,334 258,072 181,120 
Halibut 6 695 5,990 101,178 
Herrings 504,305 515,706 || 1,220,376 | 1,055,094 
ove 7,074 9,299 7 
Mackerel 28,781 54,413 374,452 504,079 
20,024 42,491 77,369 105,791 
Fish not separately distingui except she 
we 97,069 84,159 952,609 812,789 
Total... 1,047,813 | 1,103,998 || 6,513,339 | 6,198,711 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. f 
85,639 | 108,975 || 5,441,847 | 3,920,951 
Oysters 4,092,000 | §,381,000 || 25,829,000 | 26,619,000 
Cwts. Cwits. Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish 59,109 55,666 428,919 | 405,533 
VALUE. 
£ £ £ £ 
Brill 5,300 4,644 46,215 41,967 if 
Soles 50,850 51,907 495,239 $66,557 
Prime fish not separately distinguishe1... 5,900 9,220 70,832 78,675 
} 
30,447 29,015 38 | 
Haddock ss 116,065 111,001 || 1,251,419 | 1,144,952 } 
Hake 16,532 13,190 175,83 127,597 
Halibut 14,5 13,392 174,450 169,438 
111,495 122.443 302,835 357,598 
a 4,1 5,032 57,856 51,252 
Mackerel 20,823 31,606 261,695 341,112 
Pilchards eee 3,585 7,593 15,390 20,763 
Plaice ... & 82,166 76,951 726,710 711,885 
Sprats ... see 87 3, 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell 
Total 552,463 555,054 || 4,759,922 | $582,505 
Shell fish :— 
Cra 1,941 2,676 65,675 
Lobsters on as 1,291 1,923 35,061 30,249 
14,908 16,509 81,730 82°108 
13,858 12,699 119,241 113,552 
33,817 301,707 | 278,912 
Total value of fishlanded ... 584,461 588,871 || 5,061,629 | §,861,417 
Norx.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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VIII.—FisHery 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and Vaux of the Fisu returned as 
landed on the Scorcn Coasts during the Month and Ten 
Months ended 31st October, 1898, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the Year 1897. 


1898. | 1897. | 1898. 1897. 
QUANTITY 
Soles (Lemon Soles | 15,234 
“i 7 5 11 
"509 308 5,367 4,256 
Cod 31,911 26,744 487,799 517,999 
Eel ( fe 713 1,883 13,008 12,328 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill 8,416 7,746 60,869 58,559 
Haddock ..... 73,219 72,027 601,666 703,055 
6. 
Ling 3,183 3,771 107,732 | 151,993 
107 106 5,288 4,716 
Saith (Coal Fish) .. 2,761 2,991 101,225 91,857 
3,200 3,771 68,919 
Sparling 85 72 231 363 
Sprats 170 1,130 5,904 1,249 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell : 
eae 158,491 187,280 || 6,193,461 | 4,612,603 
Shell fish :-— No. No. No. No. 
hay. 148,150 203,510 || 3,377,705 | 3,208,695 
249,91 
Cwts. ts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Clams 1,302 1,862 9,196 12,408 
Mussels. 24,555 36,817 151,098 234,991 
Other shell £sh 4,228 | 042 51,760 $7,817 
VALUE. 
Sol Soles 015 2,392 096 
es 
) 1,515 1,022 14,189 12,118 
12,394 11,105 181,522 167,485 
Eel (Conger) ... _ ... eet 439 871 7,175 6,857 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill ‘ ee 8,745 7,219 65,604 62,442 
Haddock 39,639 $3,663 334,142 342,245 
Halibut... ... 1,310 2,597 30,733 37,275 
i 3226 11,121 931, 694,846 
979 1,123 33,623 $3,095 
3 59 62 2,377 537 
Saith (Coal Fish) 368 430 10,509 8,982 
Skate ... 3 15,525 
Fish not distinguished, ex shell 
1,149 || 11,825 8,761 
Total ... ~ 80,017 86,141 || 1,691,957 | 1,447,418 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs... cl. oe 752 1,076 16,955 17,011 
Lobsters... 3,069 3,153 26,289 
Oysters 173 192 1,085 
: ap 121 198 1,212 1,690 
Mussels . 1,368 1,840 8,185 11,891 
Other shell fish . ‘ 1,679 1,083 13,944 11,513 
eae 7,162 7,542 | 67,492 70,813 
Total value of fishlanded... ... .... 87,179 93,683 || 1,759,449 | 1,618,931 


Nore.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 


i 
| 


Nov. 1898.] STATISTICAL TABLES. 615 


IX.—FisHerY STATISTICS.—IRELAND. 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Ten 
Months ended 3lst October, 1898, compared with the corres- 
ponding Periods of the Year 1897. 


October. ended 
1898, 1897. 1898. 1897. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles .. 1 222 2,793 2,277 
Turbot 215 158 1,731 1,373 
Total prime fish 414 380 4,524 3,650 
2,400 3,870 44, 36 
Haddock 2.710 15,792 23,444 
e ee 3,610 6,015 29/471 15,751 
Herrings eer a. 54,415 73,966 160,415 161,920 
Mackerei 49,044 56,879 452,781 416,319 
Sprats 519 1,047 
Whiting 521 1,677 9, 7,315 
no’ separa ex! 
shi iy es 2,755 4,703 56,531 48,147 
No. No. No. No. 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs 11,397 17,13$ 170,067 205,875 
Lobsters 10,469 26,145 237,820 
Oysters 70,200 218,833 
3. 
Other shell fish ae 1,889 2,238 17,204 15 
VALvE. 
£ & 
Turbot . ooo ove eee 685 487 6,237 $441 
H 7 
"89 "507 6,075 
Mackerel 19,203 17,695 130,571 143,857 
hiting tei. aiddineuizhea, "“exoosi 333 558 4,550 3,749 
Fish no separa distinguished, ex 
shell fish iy 2,243 29,127 £2,865 
Total 33,190 $0,695 253,893 256,177 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs 35 36 
Oysters ose exe na 135 149 537 649 
Total value of fish landed a 34,202 $2,097 | 265,774 267,697 


Norre—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. -The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers ateach place. | 


| 

— 
| 
| 
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X.—Corron Returns.—Ocroser, 1898. 
i of the Numper of Bates of Corron Importep and Exporrtep, 
ForwarpED from Ports to Intanp Towns, and RETURNED to 
} Ports during the Month and Ten Months ended 31st October, 
_ 1898, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1897. 
Month of Ten Months ended 
October. 81st October. 
| 1898. 1897. 1898, 1897. 
| IMPORTS. 
No. No. No. No. 
American 838,197 294,736 2,515,302 1,845,683 
Brazilian... 375 18,992 69,624 
EastIndian ... 6,244 1,393 56 520 95,289 
Egyptian... ... 22,287 28,796 275,096 259,886 
Miscellaneous .. 5,780 6,880 52,718 
Se 872,458 332,180 2,918,628 2,316,977 
EXPoRtTs. 
American 15,705 14,994 221,339 240,167 
Bragilian... ... .. 1,741 115 4,434 3,590 
EastIndian ... . 3; 2,228 82,741 49,778 
tian om 2,242 2.851 69,601 7,045 
1,006 9,510 14,421 
ja. 22,787 21,194 887,625 375,001 
FoRWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American es 268,953 223,378 2,809,497 2,090,054 
2,692 4,756 22,292 58,210 
EastIndian ..... 825 3,994 20,495 56,456 
Egyptian Ege 14,451 20,087 225,170 218,510 
6,719 6,002 78,133 
a 293,650 259,117 2,648,787 2,501,363 
FORWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports, 
American 302 136 38,769 2,410 
East Indian... _ 
“Yos 23 87 426 391 
| oe 825 253 4,195 2,841 
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XI.—PenriopicaL Returns oF Imports AND Exports. 


SratemMent of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned CountTrigs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Par Vatuges: Franc = Milreis = 4s. 6d.; Lira = 9,%5d.; 
Gulden = 1s. 8d.; Drachma = 9,°5d.; Lew = 935d. ; 
L. Egyptian = 11. 0s. 6}d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Imports. 
Value for the Month. Ment. | 

Name of Country. | wonth. . 

1898, 1897. 1898, 1897. 
France ... «| Sept. ...| Frs. ... 286,881,000 | 289,225,000 || 3,336,287,000 | 2,855,703,000 
Portugal... ...| July ...| Milreis ... 4,381,000 3,223,000 || 28,179,000 | 25,670,000 
Italy .. ... Sept. ...| Lire... 96,457,000 | 93,698,000 || 993,407,000 | 856,001,000 
Austria-Hungary ...| Sept. Gulden ... 61,688,000 | 64,143,000 || 626,366,000 | 537,669,000 
Greece June ...| Drchms, 9,338,000 7,243,000 || 67,526,000 | 43,373,000 
Bulgaria... ...| June...) Lew ... 5,011,000 5,311,000 || 33,598,000 | 42,301,000 
Ang 067,000 801,000 6,613,000 6,341,000 
United States ...| Sept. ...| Dollars 48,250,000 | 42,429,000 || 475,173,000 | 588,755,000 
3,716,000 3,246,000 || 23,008,000 | 18,610,000 
British India* ...] Aug. ...| Rupees 5,24,15,000 $,80,06,71 || 25,73,80,620 | 25,52,40,383 


II.— Exports. 


France... Sept. ...| Frs. ... 278,530,000 | 300,947,000 || 2,554,043,000 | 2,67,368,000 
Portugal... July _...| Milreis ... 2,461,000 2,145,000 || 16,709,000 | 15,868,000 

Italy ... Sept. Lire ... 101,546,000 | 77,508,000 || 859,309,000 | 772,639,000 

Austria-Hungary ...] Sept. ...| Gulden ... 72,602,000 | 70,540,000 || 569,957,000 | 561,132,000 

Greece June ...| Drchms.... 4,470,000 5,494,000 || 30,468,000 | 32,198,000 

Bulgaria... June ...| Lew ... 2,630,000 3,816,000 || 33,824,000 | 38,879,000 

Egypt... ... Aug. ... 564,000 $68,000 7,513,000 7,445,000 

United States Sept. ,..| Dollars 90,496,000 | 104,541,000 || 869,128,000 | 746,238,000 

12,913,000 | 11,681,000 || 65,476,000 | 62,548,000 

British India* Aug. ...| Rupees 8,90,82,712 | 7,17,54,950 || 48,34,96,516 | 37,30,66,447 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 
Nore.—The figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 
Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, and’ British India, where the figures are “ general.” | 
“Special? means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption; in the case of exports, } 
exports of domestic produce and manufacture only. 
* The aggregate figures are for the fin ncial year commencing Ist April. 


| 
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XII.—Foreign TraDE oF BritisH Inp1a. 
IMPORTS INTO BRITISH INDIA FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 
Five months, Ist April— 
3lst August. 
Increase. Decrease. 
1897. 1898. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living... 1,65,479 6,04,692 4,39,213 
II.—Articles of food and drink— 
Other articles... | 2,40,09,227 1,81,51,561 58,57,666 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of— 
Hardware and cutlery (in- 
cluding plated ware)... 57,15,365 58,68,532 1,53,167 
Metals... | 2,87,87,459 | 2,08,80,845 29,06,614 
Machinery and millwork ... | 1,46,58,022 | 1,28,91,113 ihe 17,66,909 , 
Railway Lng and rolling- | 
stock (other than Govern- : 
mcnt stores) on 1,20,62,742 86,97,754 oak 33,64,988 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing mong tan- : 
ning materials .. 78,25,465 74,09,725 ae 4,15,740 
V.—Oils— 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles 98,97,519 98,56,386 41,133 
VII. —Artictes manufactured and 
partly manuf 
Cotton yarn... | 1,87,66,561 | 1,12,51,543 25,15,018 
Gotton piece goods ... ... 7,79,23,698 | 9,61,29,172 | 1,82,05,474 
Otker articles 8,58,07,583 | 3,99,29,618 41,22,035 
Total of all Imports ... | 25,52,40,383 | 25,73,80,620 21,40,237 
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XII.—Foreian Trave or British Inp1a—continued. 


Exports oF INDIAN PropUCE AND MANUFACTURE FROM BRriIrtIsH 
Inp1a TO ForREIGN CouNTRIES. 


Five months, Ist April— 
August. 
Increase. Decrease. 
1897, 1898, 
R R B 
I.—Animals, living ... 0... 5,06,458 6,61,779 1,55,321 
II.—Articles of food and drink— 
Rice 3,39,74,334 6,72,91,393 3,33,17,059 
Wheat ... 28,21,157 8,03,91,714 7,75,70,557 a 
Tea 2,83,84,663 2,63,05,448 ove 20,79,215 
Other articles... 1,41,86,682 1,52,80,995 10,94,313 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of ... 5,95,674 4,83,678 “ 1,11,996 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
tanning materials— 
Opium ... 2,59,99,640 2,60,82,750 83,110 
Indigo .., 46,29,145 46,03,790 ase 25,355 
Other articles... 49,62,773 48,24,703 1,38,085 
V.—Oils ... 25,47,370 30,54,134 5,06,764 a 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles— 
Cotton ... 5,44,12,658 5,63,24,798 19,12,140 a 
1,21,58,371 94,64,045 26,94,326 
Oilseeds 4,20,65,439 5,93,54, 226 1,72,88,787 
Other articles... 4,17,36,957 3,93,08,174 of 24,28,783 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured — 
Cotton yarn ... «. 3,06,70,354 2,72,84,396 33,85,958 
Cotton piece goods ... 50,09,887 40,38,567 9,71,320 
Other articles... 5,28,37,699 4,67,59,527 60,78,172 
Total of all Exports ... | 35,74,99,261 | 47,15,14,122 | 11,40,14,861 = 


| 
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XX.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIEs. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1898, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 

Nore.—The date against each place indicates the year to which 
reference is made in the Report. 


No. Place. Price. 
2020 Montevideo... eee (1896-97) 
2022 Copenhagen ... C » ) \d. 
2023 Odessa (1897) d. 
2025 Valparaiso... = ooo | 243d. 
2026 Berlin (Estimates—1898-99) ... 
2027 Rouen (1897) bd. 
2029 | Belgrade... (1896-97) Lhd. 
2030 New Orleans ... (1897) 
2036 Las Palmas ... (1896) 
2037 | Venice (1896-97) | 14d. 
2039 Canary Islands (1896-97) 4d, 
2041 La Rochelle ... | 14d. 
2042 Germany (russian Estimates—1898-99) | 
2044 Argentine Republic... ee | 14d. 
2045 Wiirtemberg ... (Finances—1897-99) ... 
2046 Diisseldorf ... (1897) bes | 
2047 Curacoa ooo | 18d. 
2052 Suakin | Ad. 
2053 Ancona ose (1896) oo | id. 
2054 Amsterdam ... (1897) ose ld. 
2059 Chungking ... 13d. 
2061 Corunna coo] BEA. 
2062 Stockholm... 24d. 
2063 Brest ... ld. 
2064 | Stettin we | 28d. 
2065 Spain... ove ove ove | 24d. 
2067 Batoum Cas dis 2d, 


| 
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No. Place. ; Price. 

2068 Piraeus (189 13d. 

2071 Mozambique ... oe em ld. 

2074 Pernambuco ... ane 2 2d. 

2078 Bilbao ooo C » ose 2d. 

2080 Rio Grande de Sul 5d. 

2082 Baltimore a2 23d. 

2083 Aleppo ae, lid. 

2086 Shashi 3 dia 54d. 

2089 Madeira ant fa? 5 1d. 

2090 Kiukiang Cw») 1d. 
2091 | Lombardy... ali 1d. 

2094 Caracas » 14d. 

2095 Java 144. 


2096 (Trade and Fi inances—1896-97) 
89 


2097 | Uruga (1897) 
2100 Galatz 14d. 
2104 Hamburg ove wes 5d. 
2105 Ionian Islands... 2d. 
2106 Chinde son] 
2107 Genoa | | 260. 
2108 Samshui (June 4—Dec. 31, 1897) ... ooo 
2111 Salonica ee (1896 and 1897) __—.... 
2112 Malaga wi (1897) ooo | 
2114 Montenegro... C» 4d. 
2115 Portland (U.S.A.) a » 24d. 
2116 Beirut ose ase C, 19d. 
2117 Peru (Trade and Finances—1897) 
2118 Congo Free State (1897) 
2119 Christiania... 3d. 
2121 Asuncion C oes ld. 
2122 Frankfort ... 3d. 
2125 Tripoli C » ove 14d. j 
2128 Resht C » ove 4d. 
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No. Place. Price 
| 2129 | Zanzibar (1897) 
2130 Germany ove ose 
2131 — eee eee ” lid 
2132 bee Cn Bid. 
2133 Philippine Islands... 
2134 Vera Cruz... 8d. 
2135 Warsaw eee eee C ” ) ld. 
H 2136 Ni eee eee ( ” ) ld. 
2137 | Antwerp... bee Cw») 
2138 Germany oe ” ) 2 a 
2139 | Gua Cn) 
2140 | Para... Cn» 
2142 | Fiume C») od. 
2143 | Cadiz n ) ad 
2144 Amoy eee ” ) 
2145 | Chefoo Cw») ond. 
2146 | Brindisi 3 
2148 North Formosa 4 Cw) 
2149 | Tainan Cw») id. 
2150 | Kiungchow ... 
2151 | New Caledonia iss Cw» ) 8d. 
‘ 15. Ben: 1 eee eee ” wee 
2155 | Belgium January to May, 1898) ... 
2156 Shanghai ose one 
2157 | Germany... (Prussian 890-9 7) 1d. 
2158 | Bavaria (Trade, Agriculture and Finances—1897-8) 14d. 
2159 | Bulgaria (1897) 
2160 Austria-Hungary ond 
2161 | Gothenburg... . 
2162 Lourenco Marques 
2163 | Erzeroum ... Oe: 
: 2165 | Yokohama (1897) . 
2166 | Angora C») Tl ae 
2167 | Bosnia ‘ 
2169 8t. Petersburg... eee ” ) 1 d 
2171 Odessa ¢ ” ) 1 d 
| 2172 | Italy Cn) oy 
2173 | Naples C») 4 
2174 Tonga Cw) 
2175 | Canton Cn) id. 
2176 Hakodate od. 
2177 Stettin od. 
2178 | Rome a Cw») re 
2179 | Spain (Spanish Finances—1898-99) | 2d. 
2180 | Nagasaki 1 
2182 | Wulm (189 2 
2185 | Ri 
2186 Bushire Cw») 
2187 | Chinkiang 4 
2188 | Panama 1d. 
2189 Hiogo and Osaka ne 
2190 Bangkok 1d. 
2191 | Mosul 1d. 
2192 | Chiengmai... 1d, 


a 

4 

4 

a 
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MiscELLANEovs SERIES. 
The following reports from Her Majesty's Representatives 
abroad on subjects of general and commercial interest have also 
been issued and may be obtained from the above-mentioned 


sources :—- 
No. Price. 
441 France.—Report on the Wine Trade of Algeria... 4d, 
442 Colombia.—Report on United States Trade Competition jin 
Colombia .. 4d. 
443 Germany _—Report on the Maritime Interests of the German 
Empire .. 2d. 
444 Germany. —Report on the Prussian State Railways in 
1896-97... $d, 
445 Germany. —Translation of Decree res cting information to 
be given by German Customs Authorities des 4d. 
446 Germany.—Report on the Operation of the Insurance Laws 
for 1896 .. 14d. | 
447 France. —Report on the “Regency. of Tunis during the French 
Protectorate 42d. 
448 Turkey. —Report on the Bussorah Date Season of 1897... $d. 


449 Italy.—Suggestions for Development of British Trade ous 4d, 


450 Italy.—Report on the Dairy Industry of Italy _... 
451 Canary Istands.—Report on Agriculture in Las Palmas 
452 Germany.—Report on Agriculture in Germany ... 4hd, 


453 Mexico.—Report on the Manufacturing Industry in Mexico| 2d. 
454 Germany.—Report on the Coal Industry of the Rhenish 


Westphalian Provinces 63d. 

455 United States.—Report on the Trade between the United 
; States and China ... ld, 

456 United States——Report on Immigiation into the United 

States 2d. 
457 China. —Report ‘ofa Journey to North Ssu-ch’uan 8hd. 
458 China.—Report on the Trade of Central and Southern China | 1s. Bid. 
459 Africa.—Report on the Congo Independent State... eee 1d. 
460 Turkey.—Report on the Vilayet of Broussa ... 1kd. 
461 Germany.—Memorandum on German Trade in the ‘first 

quarters of 1897 and 1898 3d. 
462 Germany.—Memorandum on German Imports. and Exports 

of “ Iron and Ironware” and “ Implements, Machines” in 

1896 and 1897.. 2d. 
463 Italy.—Report on Florence, its Administrations and Institu- i 

tions... 3d, 


464 United States. —Report on the Improvement of the Entrance 
to Galveston and the Commercial there- 


from .. 6d, 
465 Russia. —Report on the Government Spirit Monopoly 1d. 
466 China.—Report on a pee, from gs to Shanghai over- 

land .. 1d, 


467 Sweden. —Report on the “Trade “and “Tndustries of. Great 
Britain in their relation to those of Foreign Countries... | 1d. 
468 Germany.—Report on the Commercial High School at Leipzig | 1d. 

469 Turkey.—Report on the Sponge Fisheries of ais ae 
Africa ... 
470 Russia.—Report on the Warsaw Wool Fair of 1898 . eee ony 4a, 
471 Russia.—Report on the Beetroot Sugar Industry in Russia 


since its first introduction in 1800.. 13d. 
472 United States.—Report on the Fire Department of the city 

of Boston, Mass. 1d. 
473 China.—Report on a journey from Hong Kong to Ssumao.. ld. 


474 Germany.—Report for the year 1897 on the German Colonies 24d. 
| 


475 China,—Notes of a journey to Tachienlu oes oo 


| 624 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. [Nov. 1898. 


MISCELLANEOUS SERIES—continued. 


476 Central America.—Re 


481 United States.—Re 
| States, June, 1896, to June, 1898 ... 
| 482 Germany.—Report on ’the trade between Great Britain and 


Hamburg in Cotton, Woollen, Linen and Jute Yarns 
and Tissues... ove 


478 Germany.—Report on Savings Banks in Prussia. ld. 
479 Germany.—Report on the extent and character of the trade 
1 between Hamburg and Africa 
| 480 United States.—Report on Agriculture of the State of Maine 
rt on the Cattle Industry of the United 


rt on the legal status of foreign 
residents in Central America 


477 ———- —Report on Higher Commercial Education in 
Igium 


4d, 


oop 


one 4d. 


XXI.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


ANNUAL (continued). 


No. Colony. 


| Year. No. | 


Colony. Year. 


209 | Grenada ... ooo | 1896 222 | British Guiana ... +«-| 1896-97 
210 | Hong Kong .... 223 | Rodrigues 1896 
211 | St. Lucia 224 | Basuto Land... 1896-97 
212 | St. Vincent ate ona * 225 | Jamaica ... eee n 
213 | St. Helena aoe ees a 226 | Bechuanaland 
214 | Seychelles a Protectorate] 
215 | Mauritius a 227 | Leeward Islands ee| 1895 
213 | Cocos-Keeling and 228 | Bermuda.. in oa ee 
Christmas Islands 229 | Gambia ... 
217 | Fiji 230 | Turks and Carics Islands 
220 | Gold Coast 233 | St. Vincent ” 
Labuan ... 234 | Sierra Leone 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


No. Colony. Subject. 

1 Gold Coast ... Economic Agriculture. 

2 Zululand ... one oso Forests. 

3 Sierra Leone oe Geology and Botany. 

4 Canada pom -..| Advantages to Emigrants. 

5 Bahamas ... --.| Sisal Industry. 

6 Hong Kong... eee coo ooo -..| Bubonic Plague. 

7 Newfoundland ... eco ooo ---| Mineral Resources, 

8 Western Pacific Solomon Islands. 

9 Dominica ... ase -..| Agriculture. 

10 Virgin Islands__... ooo Condition during 1897. 

Grenada... Report on Agriculture in 
Carriacou, 


No. —— Price. 
eee. 

q 

q 
q 


